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Founder’s Column

R.J. Rushdoony

The Giver of Life
Reprinted from: Systematic Theology, Vol. 1 (Ross House Books: Vallecito, CA, 1994), 293-297.

O

ne of the strange aspects of church
history is the relatively minor role
given to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit,
and the limited theological discussions
thereof. In the Bible, the Holy Spirit is
clearly the most in evidence of the three
persons of the Trinity. From His part in
creation, through His constant presence
as the source of revelation through the
prophets, His part in the miraculous
conception of Jesus Christ, on through
Pentecost through John’s Revelation, the
Spirit is the Person most in evidence in
Scripture, if not in theology.
Moreover, when theology deals with
this doctrine, the role of the Holy Spirit
varies from an impersonal influence
to a displacing and total power. Without agreeing with the charismatics, in
particular with the tongues emphasis, I
must say all the same that the rise of the
charismatic movement is a very important theological as well as historical fact.
It compels the church to give attention to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.
Thus far, the debate has been localized
and has been man-centered; i.e., it has
centered on such things as the validity
or non-validity of tongues. Clearly, this
is an important question, but not even
remotely as important as the nature
and person of the Holy Spirit Himself.
Our concern must be with more than
His manifestations; it must be with the
Spirit Himself.

Confessional Poverty
This confessional poverty goes back
to the creeds. The Apostles’ Creed, in
its final form, says simply, “I believe in
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the Holy Ghost.” The Nicaeno-Constantinopolitan creed (381 A.D.) in its
developed form declares:
And (I believe) in the Holy Ghost, the
Lord and Giver of Life; who proceedeth
from the Father (and the Son); who
with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified; who spake by
the Prophets.

The Athanasian Creed repeatedly
asserts the unity of the Trinity. It also
says specifically:
23. The Holy Ghost is of the Father
and of the Son: neither made, nor created, nor begotten: but proceeding.
24. So there is one Father, not three
Fathers; one Son, not three Sons: one
Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts.
25. And in this Trinity none is afore,
or after another: none is greater, or less
than another (there is nothing before,
or after, nothing greater or less).

This limited emphasis is in one
sense understandable; the early church
began in a Jewish context in which God
the Father, and the Spirit, were “recognized” doctrines; the point of conflict
was the doctrine of Christ. Hence the
confessional emphasis on Christology.
However, what the early church failed
to appreciate sufficiently was that the
word God referred to different things in
different cultures, so that in the GrecoRoman world, and amongst barbarians,
God and the Holy Spirit had radically
different meanings. With the Reformation, the emphasis was on justification
and ecclesiology (the doctrine of the
church) so that the doctrine of the Spirit
received minimal emphasis. Luther’s

Small Catechism declares:
I believe in the Holy Ghost….
I believe that I can not, by my own reason or strength, believe in Jesus Christ
my Lord, or come to him; but the
Holy Ghost has called me through the
Gospel, enlightened me by his gifts, and
sanctified and preserved me in the true
faith; just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
Church on earth, and preserves it in
union with Jesus Christ in the one true
faith; in which Christian Church he
daily forgives richly all my sins, and the
sins of all believers; and will raise up
me and all the dead at the last day, and
will grant everlasting life to me and to
all who believe in Christ. This is most
certainly true.

The Heidelberg Catechism (1563
A.D.), in Question 53, asks, “What
dost thou believe concerning the Holy
Ghost?” and answers:
First, that he is co-eternal God with the
Father and the Son. Secondly, that he
is also given unto me, makes me by a
true faith partaker of Christ and all his
benefits, comforts me, and shall abide
with me forever.

The French Confession of Faith
(1559 A.D.) cited the work of the Holy
Spirit as basic to the inward illumination which enables the believer to know
God’s Word and to distinguish it from
other ecclesiastical books. The French
Confession also said:
XXI. We believe that we are enlightened
in faith by the secret power of the Holy
Spirit, that it is a gratuitous and special
gift which God grants to whom he will,
so that the elect have no cause to glory,
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but are bound to be doubly thankful
that they have been preferred to others.

The Belgic Confession (1561 A.D.)
restates the creeds in their emphasis on
the eternity of the Spirit, and His equal
procession from the Father and the
Son (Art. XI). The same is true of the
Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of
England, and of the Methodist Articles
of Religion (1784 A.D.), as well as
the Westminster Confession of Faith
(1729).

A Fuller Statement
The fullest statement from this era
comes from the Scotch Confession of
Faith (1560 A.D.).
Art. XII. Of Faith in the Holy Goste
This our Faith and the assurance of the
same, proceeds not fra flesh and blude,
that is to say, fra na natural power is
within us, bot is the inspiration of the
holy Goste: Whom we confesse GOD
equall with the Father and with his
Sonne, quha sanctifyis us, and brings
us in all veritie be his awin operation,
without whome we sulde remaine for
ever enemies to God, and ignorant of
his Sonne Christ Jesus; for of nature we
are so dead, so blind, and so perverse,
that nether can we feil when we are
pricked, see the licht when it shines,
nor assent to the whill of God when
it is reveiled, unless the Spirit of the
Lord Jesus quicken that quhilk is dead,
remove the darkness from our myndes,
and bowe our stubborne hears to the
obedience of his blessed will. And so
as we confesse, that God the Father
created us, when we were not, so also
do we confesse that the holy Goste
doth sanctifie and regenerat us, without
all respect of ony merite proceeding
from us, be it before, or be it after our
Regeneration. To speak this one zit
in mair plaine words: as we willingly
spoyle our selves of all honor and gloir
of our own Creation and Redemption,
so do we also of our Regeneration and
Sanctification, for of our selves we are
not sufficient to think one gude thocht,

bot he quha hes begun the wark in us,
is onlie he that continewis us in the
same, to the praise and glorie of his
undeserved grace.

In 1848, the confession of the
Evangelical Free Churches of Geneva
united the Spirit’s work of salvation with
the doctrine of election, seeing clearly
the sovereignty of grace in choice and
operation:
XII. We believe that the Holy Ghost
applies to the chosen ones, by means
of the Word, the salvation which the
Father has destined for them and which
the Son has bought, so that uniting
them to Jesus by faith, he dwells in
them, delivers them from the sway of
sin, makes them understand the Scriptures, consoles them and seals them for
the day of redemption.

In 1876, The Reformed Episcopal
Church in America expanded the Thirty-Nine Articles’ affirmation concerning
the Spirit:
Article IV. Of the Holy Ghost.
The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the
Father and the Son, is of one substance,
majesty, and glory with the Father and
the Son, very and eternal God.
It is the work of the Holy Ghost to
reprove and convince the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judgment;
to take of the things of Christ and show
them to men; to regenerate — making
men willing, leading them to faith in
Christ, and forming Christ in them the
hope of glory; to strengthen them with
might in their inner man, that Christ
may dwell in their hearts by faith; and
to secure in them that walking in the
ways of God which is called the Fruit
of the Spirit the true Church is thus
called out of the world, and is builded
together for an habitation of God
through the spirit.

The Arminian Influence
In 1902-1903, The Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A. added to its version of the Westminster Confession of
Faith chapter XXXIV, “Of the Holy

Spirit.” This statement, while following
the orthodox outline, opened the door
to Arminian rather than Calvinistic
interpretations. Twentieth century emphases on the doctrine of the spirit have
been mainly Arminian, not Calvinistic.
This presents us with a contradiction.
The Holy Spirit, as very God of very
God, manifests in His Person and power
the determining will and sovereignty of
the triune God. A charismatic emphasis
should thus be highly Calvinistic, but
it is not normally so and is commonly
very alien to such a stress. Likewise,
those who are Calvinistic and who
stress God’s sovereignty should logically
be very emphatically given to a high
emphasis on the doctrine of the Spirit.
This, however, is clearly not the case.
It may be that sovereignty is confused with an exclusive transcendence
so that immanence is seen as a compromise. In any case, where a strong
doctrine of the Spirit is not operative
and governing, a strong doctrine of the
church replaces it, so that institutional
controls and government replace the
Spirit. On the other hand, where the
doctrine of the Spirit is not in union
with the doctrine of the sovereignty of
the triune God, human activity and
enthusiasm replace the Spirit, and men
set about to engender the ostensible
working of the Spirit by trying to create
in themselves an emotional climate. In
this way, both charismatics and anticharismatics conclude by stressing man,
institutional controls in the one case,
and emotional charges within man in
the other. This should indicate to us
that the true starting-point with respect
to the Spirit is in Scripture and the
Spirit Himself.
Even here, there are problems. Man,
being a material creature, finds spirit a
difficult concept to comprehend. We are
told of God, that He is Spirit (Jn. 4:24),
continued on page 28
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What Part of You
Needs God?
By Mark R. Rushdoony

“The best liar is he who makes the smallest
amount of lying go the longest way.”
Samuel Butler

T

he thriftiest of liars
are those who craft
definitions to serve their
falsehood. Definitions
limit and focus thought.
How we define man
dictates our understanding of man and
his needs. The smallest falsehood in our
definition of man’s nature will cause us
to go far astray.
Perhaps the most serious falsehood
that has haunted Christianity over the
centuries is the claim that man has a
divided nature.

Man’s Problem:
Metaphysical or Moral?
The Greeks saw man as having
either a dualistic (two-part) or tripartite
(three-part) nature. Those who claimed
man’s nature had two parts spoke of
body and mind (or spirit), while those
who saw three spoke of body, mind,
and soul. This view of man’s nature as
divided was the intellectual framework
of ancient philosophy. Unfortunately,
Christian teachings of flesh and spirit
were easily hung on this framework.
The issue was man’s nature. Greek
thinking and Christianity were very
early confused by a common terminol-
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ogy which tended to revert Christian
thought back to paganism. In Greek
thought man’s two or three components
fundamentally opposed one another in
a hostile tension. The tension between
these irreconcilable elements was man’s
problem: flesh in conflict with mind or
soul.
The Greeks saw the problem as a
metaphysical one. That is why they saw
man’s hope as being outside his body.
Hercules and others in their pantheon
were men who had transcended flesh to
become gods. Greek thought saw the
Christian teachings of incarnation (God
putting on human flesh) and resurrection (the reclamation of the body) as
reversing the spiritual order.
Scripture does not allow for a
metaphysical view of man’s problem.
Scripture presents man’s nature as unified. God created Adam with a body,
mind, and soul and declared him very
good. Christ was God incarnate yet still
perfect. In eternity we will have physical
resurrection bodies, along with minds
and souls. Scripture presents man’s
problem as moral, not metaphysical.
Greek thinking and definitions present
man’s problem as the irreconcilable elements of which we are composed; it sees

our metaphysical nature, our makeup, as
the problem.

The Lie’s Outworking
What happens when we say man is
two or three (or ten or twenty) elements
in a metaphysical tension? If we impose
the Greek definitions of human nature
on Christian thought, we propose a
faulty creation. We say man was created
with a nature that is at war with itself.
We say man had a problem before the
fall into sin.
If we view our nature as divided, we
can falsely believe sin is limited to only
part of our being. We can assume “sins
of the flesh” are a natural part of our
physical being. We can say our mind
or our emotions “carried us away.” We
can limit sin to our flesh, mind, or some
other individual component of our
humanity.
Likewise, if sin is only seen in part
of our nature, then our need for God is
also partial. If sin is only in part of our
being, God’s grace need only permeate
that part. God, then, may be needed in
man’s mind or spirit, for instance, but
not in all of man. The divided man has
a limited problem, and needs only a
limited solution.

Faith for All of Life
Man wants to leave some part of
his nature as good and untainted. The
alcoholic or drug addict wants to say,
“I can stop whenever I want to,” as
though his lack of such a desire was not
itself evidence of sin. The most heinous
sinner wants us to look away from the
obvious and says, “This isn’t the real me;
I’m really a good person.”
Dualism in Theology
The false definition of human
nature that Greek thought brought into
Christianity has greatly affected theology. Early in the church, Manichaeanism was a cult which combined Greek
dualism with Christianity. It saw matter
as inherently evil. An early convert from
Manichaeanism to Christianity was St.
Augustine, the bishop of Hippo who
lived in the fourth and fifth centuries.
Augustine’s rejection of the dualistic view of man was opposed by a
British theologian and monk, Pelagius.
Pelagius’s view of man’s nature left only
part of man a sinner and thus only one
part of man in need of God. To Pelagius, this was a relatively small part. He
denied man was a sinner by nature, as
he denied the Fall. He believed man was
only a sinner by habit, that he was born
innocent and had the ability to do good
and, in fact, achieve sinless perfection.
Pelagianism was condemned as
a heresy by the Council of Ephesus
in A.D. 431. It was soon replaced by
semi-pelagianism, which moderated but
did not eliminate its dualistic emphasis.
Semi-pelagianism accepted the necessity
of divine grace but said it had to cooperate with man’s will. Augustine said
God’s grace comes first, then man’s heart
is regenerated. Semi-pelagianism said
man’s unaided will leads to regeneration,
at which point God’s grace comes to
him.
Overtly following Greek dualism,
Pelagius said a very large part of man
was unaffected by sin. In this reservation

of sinless autonomy semi-pelagianism
followed, though it said less of man was
unaffected by sin. Still, it limited man’s
sin nature to only a portion of his being. It reserved part of man’s nature as
untainted by sin and proclaimed a role
for him in his own salvation.

Implications for Today
Semi-pelagianism is still very much
with us. It is the origin of Arminianism, or free-will theology, which leaves
part of man’s being untainted by sin. It
denies that man’s depravity extends to
his will and claims he can voluntarily
seek God. Any view that leaves part of
human nature untainted by sin and its
curse leaves that much of him autonomous, and this idea is central to free-will
theology.
When Christianity adopted the
Greek view of man as having a divided,
conflicting nature, it allowed for a
partial, isolated need for God and His
grace. Adam was not only created with
a unified nature that was declared very
good by His Creator, he was also created in the very image of that Creator.
From being the image-bearer of God in
perfect righteousness in a perfect world,
man fell to the status of being a slave
to sin (Jn. 8:34). A belief in the unified nature of man leads us to his total
depravity. If man had a unified nature,
the whole man fell in Eden.
A divided nature would mean our
sin, and thus our need for God, could
be isolated. If man has a physical problem, we could say, “He’s only human.”
If man has a problem with his emotions, we can try to isolate the problem
to that aspect of his being. Psychology
then becomes attractive to the church,
for it isolates man’s mind from the rest
of his being. Dividing man divides his
problem. If only part of man is fallen,
only that part needs redemption. God
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Taken from Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion (Battles translation) 3:2:6-7

Faith for All of Life

T

his, then, is the true knowledge of
Christ, if we receive Him as He is
offered by the Father: namely, clothed
with His gospel. For just as He has been
appointed as the goal of our faith, so we
cannot take the right road to Him unless the gospel goes before us. And there,
surely, the treasures of grace are opened
to us; for if they had been closed, Christ
would have benefited us little. Thus Paul
yokes faith to teaching, as an inseparable
companion, with these words, “You did
not so learn Christ if indeed you were
taught what is the truth in Christ” (Eph.
4:20-21).
Yet I do not so restrict faith to the
gospel without confessing that what sufficed for building it up had been handed
down by Moses and the prophets. But
because a fuller manifestation of Christ
has been revealed in the gospel, Paul
justly calls it the “doctrine of faith” (cf.
1 Tim. 4:6). For this reason, he says in
another passage that by the coming of
faith the law was abolished (Rom. 10:
4; cf. Gal. 3:25). He understands by this
term the new and extraordinary kind
of teaching by which Christ, after He
became our teacher, has more clearly set
forth the mercy of the Father, and has
more surely testified to our salvation.
Yet it will be an easier and more
suitable method if we descend by
degrees from general to particular. First,
we must be reminded that there is a
permanent relationship between faith
and the Word. We could not separate
one from the other any more than we
could separate the rays from the sun
from which they come. For this reason,
God exclaims in Isaiah, “Hear me and
your soul shall live” (Isa. 55:3). And
John shows this same wellspring of
faith in these words, “These things have
been written that you may believe” (Jn.
20:31). The prophet, also, desiring to
exhort the people to faith, says, “Today
if you will hear his voice” (Ps. 95:7; 94:

8, Vg.). “To hear” is generally understood as meaning to believe. In short,
it is not without reason that in Isaiah,
God distinguishes the children of the
church from outsiders by this mark:
He will teach all His children (Isa. 54:
13; Jn. 6:45) that they may learn of
Him (cf., Jn. 6:45). For if benefits were
indiscriminately given, why would He
have directed His Word to a few? To this
corresponds the fact that the Evangelists

“Now, therefore,
we hold faith
to be a
knowledge of
God’s will
toward us,
perceived from
His Word. But
the foundation
of this is a
preconceived
conviction of
God’s truth. “
commonly use the words “believers”
and “disciples” as synonyms. This is
especially Luke’s usage in the Acts of the
Apostles: indeed he extends this title
even to a woman in Acts 9:36 (Ac. 6:
1-2,7; 9:1, 10, 19, 25-26, 38; 11:26, 29;
13:52; 14:20, 28; 15:10; also chp. 16 to
21). Therefore if faith turns away even
in the slightest degree from this goal
toward which it should aim, it does not
keep its own nature, but becomes uncertain credulity and vague error of mind.
The same Word is the basis whereby
faith is supported and sustained; if

it turns away from the Word, it falls.
Therefore, take away the Word and no
faith will then remain. We are not here
discussing whether a human ministry is
necessary for the sowing of God’s Word,
from which faith may be conceived.
This we shall discuss in another place.
But we say that the Word itself, however
it be imparted to us, is like a mirror in
which faith may contemplate God.
Whether, therefore, God makes use
of man’s help in this or works by His
own power alone, He always represents
Himself through His Word to those
whom He wills to draw to Himself.
And for this reason, Paul defines faith
as that obedience which is given to the
gospel (Rom. 1:5), and elsewhere praises
allegiance to faith in Philippians (Phil.1:
3-5; cf. 1 Thes. 2:13). In understanding faith it is not merely a question
of knowing that God exists, but also
— and this especially — of knowing
what is His will toward us. For it is not
so much our concern to know who He
is in Himself, as what He wills to be
toward us.
Now, therefore, we hold faith to
be a knowledge of God’s will toward
us, perceived from His Word. But the
foundation of this is a preconceived
conviction of God’s truth. As for its
certainty, so long as your mind is at war
with itself, the Word will be of doubtful
and weak authority, or rather of none.
And it is not even enough to believe that
God is trustworthy (cf. Rom. 3:3), who
can neither deceive nor lie (cf. Tit. 1:2),
unless you hold to be beyond doubt that
whatever proceeds from Him is sacred
and inviolable truth.

Faith Arises from
God’s Promise of Grace in Christ
But since man’s heart is not aroused
to faith at every word of God, we must
find out at this point what, strictly
speaking, faith looks to in the Word.
God’s word to Adam was, “You shall
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surely die” (Gen. 2:17). God’s word to
Cain was, “The blood of your brother
cries out to me from the earth” (Gen. 4:
10). But these words are so far from
being capable of establishing faith that
they can of themselves do nothing but
shake it. In the meantime, we do not
deny that it is the function of faith to
subscribe to God’s truth whenever and
whatever and however it speaks. But we
ask only what faith finds in the Word of
the Lord upon which to lean and rest.
Where our conscience sees only indignation and vengeance, how can it fail to
tremble and be afraid? Or to shun the
God whom it dreads? Yet faith ought to
seek God, not to shun Him.
It is plain, then, that we do not yet
have a full definition of faith, inasmuch
as merely to know something of God’s
will is not to be accounted faith. But
what if we were to substitute His benevolence or His mercy in place of His will,
the tidings of which are often sad and the
proclamation frightening? Thus, surely,
we shall more closely approach the nature
of faith; for it is after we have learned
that our salvation rests with God that
we are attracted to seek Him. This fact is
confirmed for us when He declares that
our salvation is His care and concern. Accordingly, we need the promise of grace,
which can testify to us that the Father is
merciful; since we can approach Him in
no other way, and upon grace alone the
heart of man can rest.
On this basis the Psalms commonly
yoke these two, mercy and truth, as if
they were mutually connected (Psa. 89:
14, 24; 92:2; 98:3; 100:5; 108:4; 115:
l; etc.); for it would not help us at all to
know that God is true unless He mercifully attracted us to Himself. Nor would
it have been in our power to embrace
His mercy if He had not offered it with
His word:
“I have declared thy truth and
thy salvation; I have not concealed
thy goodness and thy truth…Let thy
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goodness and thy truth...preserve me”
(Psa. 40:10-11, Comm.). Another
passage: “Thy mercy…extends to the
heavens, thy truth to the clouds” (Psa.
36:5, Comm.) Likewise: “All the ways
of Jehovah are kindness and truth to
those who keep his covenant” (Psa. 25:
10, Comm.). “For his mercy is multiplied upon us, and the truth of the Lord
endures forever” (Psa. 117:2; 116:2,
Vg.; cf. Comm.). Again, “I will sing thy
name for thy mercy and thy truth” (Psa.
138:2). I pass over what we read in the
Prophets along the same line, that God
is kind and steadfast in His promises.
For it will be rash for us to decide that
God is well disposed toward us unless
He give witness of Himself, and anticipate us by His call, that His will may
not be doubtful or obscure. But we have
already seen that the sole pledge of His
love is Christ, without whom the signs
of hatred and wrath are everywhere
evident.
Now, the knowledge of God’s goodness will not be held very important
unless it makes us rely on that goodness.
Consequently, understanding mixed
with doubt is to be excluded, as it is
not in firm agreement, but in conflict,
with itself. Yet far indeed is the mind
of man, blind and darkened as it is,
from penetrating and attaining even to
perception of the will of God! And the
heart, too, wavering as it is in perpetual
hesitation, is far from resting secure in
that conviction! Therefore our mind
must be otherwise illumined and our
heart strengthened, that the Word of
God may obtain full faith among us.
Now we shall possess a right definition
of faith if we call it a firm and certain
knowledge of God’s benevolence toward
us, founded upon the truth of the freely
given promise in Christ, both revealed
to our minds and sealed upon our hearts
through the Holy Spirit. CR
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this subject in order to assist in the
application of the Word of God to
every area of life and thought.
Hardback, 1301 pages, indices,
$70.00 per set Now $56.00 (Yearend Pricing)

Practical Postmillennialism.
Another great work on eschatology edited by Dr.Kenneth L.Gentry,Jr.

Thine is the Kingdom:
A Study of the Postmillennial Hope

E

dited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. Israel’s misunderstanding of
eschatology eventually destroyed her by leading her to reject the
Messiah and the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven. Likewise, false
eschatological speculation is destroying the church today, by leading
her to neglect her Christian calling and to set forth false expectations.
In this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader is presented
with a blend of Biblical exegesis of key Scripture passages, theological
reflection on important doctrinal issues, and practical application for
faithful Christian living.
Thine is the Kingdom lays the scriptural foundation for a Biblicallybased, hope-filled postmillennial eschatology, while showing
what it means to be postmillennial in the real world. The book is
both an introduction to and defense of the eschatology of victory.
Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A. Mathison, William
O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as well as
chapters by giants of the faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.
This work should prove immensely helpful for understanding and
defending the postmillennial hope. It should also enliven our prayer
to God as we faithfully pray: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven…. thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.”

Special
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Paperback, 260 pages

Ordering is easy
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on page 48 or visit us online
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By Roger Schultz

E

veryone has a
mental image of the
revivalist. For most, it
is probably an annoying man with a polyester suit, slick hair, an
auctioneer’s cadence, and an incessant
sales pitch. Christians should long for
and pray for genuine Biblical revival,
but they should also be highly suspicious of modern revivalism.
In his excellent study, Revival and
Revivalism, Ian Murray distinguishes
between these two phenomena. Revivals
were seasons of God-sent renewals of
true religion. (Elsewhere, in The Puritan
Hope, Murray shows the close connection between true revivals, theological
orthodoxy, foreign missions, and an
optimistic Biblical eschatology. This excellent book is especially useful for those
interested in eschatology.)
Revivalism, on the other hand, was a
man-engineered, technique-driven and
numbers-focused approach to religion,
emphasizing manipulation and emotionalism. Revivalism emerged during
the Second Great Awakening of the
early 1800s and had a major impact on
the theology and practice of American
evangelicalism.1

The Second Awakening
The Second Awakening was a
powerful religious movement during the
first half of the 19th century. Evangelical
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denominations — especially Baptist,
Methodist, and Presbyterian — grew
rapidly. The Awakening impacted
colleges, such as Yale, and the western
frontier. It spawned new denominations (e.g., the Cumberland Presbyterians, who liked “camp meetings” but not
the doctrine of election) and encouraged
new revival techniques. Para-church
evangelical movements sprang up, supporting missions, Bible publications,
and Sunday Schools. The Awakening
also inspired evangelical reform movements that stressed health, temperance,
and education. The dynamic era even
witnessed the rise of new cults (e.g.,
Mormons and Shakers) and wild millennial speculations (the Millerites).
Most important was a shift in
America’s theology. The preaching
of the First Great Awakening (of the
1740s) was Calvinistic. The theology
of the Second Awakening was increasingly antagonistic to Calvinism, and
stressed Arminianism and the autonomy
of the human will. Some theologians
even careened into Pelagianism, denying Original Sin and human depravity.
“Sin is in the sinning,” Yale’s Nathaniel
Taylor taught, assaulting a Scriptural
and Augustinian anthropology.2
Anthopology (the doctrine of man)
is invariably linked to soteriology (the
doctrine of salvation). Pelagian and
Semi-pelagian teaching lead inevitably
to a man-centered view of salvation.

Salvation wasn’t a miracle, for instance,
according to Charles G. Finney; it was
simply the right use of constituted
means. The trick for the revivalist was to
apply the best techniques for prompting
changes (or what appeared to be changes) of the will. As one historian observes,
“[R]evivals came to be understood less
as the mighty acts of God than as the
achievement of preachers who won the
consent of sinners.”3

Finney’s Altar Call
Charles Finney (1792-1875) best
represents the theological and pragmatic shift of the Second Awakening.
A renegade Presbyterian of dubious
orthodoxy, Finney pioneered “new
measures” — evangelistic devices such
as the “anxious bench” and “altar call”
to encourage decisions. Finney deliberately sought to stimulate emotions, to
excite the will, and to prompt action:
“He believed that all that was needed for
conversion was a resolution signified by
standing, kneeling, or coming forward,
and because the Holy Spirit always acts
when a sinner acts, the public resolution
could be treated as ‘identical with the
miraculous inward change of sudden
conversion.’”4
Finney-style decisionalism often
employed manipulative and behaviouristic techniques. Jack Hyles, a modern
fundamentalist Baptist, once discouraged using organs for altar calls, saying
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they would lull the will into inactivity. Always use a piano, he urged, since
its sharper notes were more likely to
produce decisions. Hyles even had tips
for the timing of invitations. Because
unsaved people knew that the altar call
was coming at the end of the worship
service, and could harden themselves
against the gospel, he recommended
that the invitation be slipped into the
middle of the sermon. This way the
unregenerate wouldn’t have time to
resist. Even consistent Arminians should
object to using stealth and trickery to
dupe people into doing what they really
don’t want to do.
I recently heard an evangelistic message that raised the bar for gimmickry.
The evangelist had a thrilling testimony,
one that left me brushing away tears.
(But he never used the Bible, which is
always a bad sign.) For the invitation,
the evangelist insisted that he did not
want people to come forward. Rather,
he wanted them to make a decision in
the “quietness of their hearts.” Later, he
asked all who had made decisions to
“simply stand up.” A little while later,
he directed all those who had stood up
“just to come forward.” Had he been
consulted about his deceitful methodology, the evangelist would probably
argue that he was simply breaking down
personal barriers and eliminating silly
internal resistance to the gospel. To me,
it seemed like a sneaky way of building up to an altar call. The Holy Spirit
doesn’t need gimmicks.5
In The Feminization of American
Culture, Ann Douglas explains the momentous change in America’s theological
climate in the 19th century, as doctrine
and theology gave way to sentimentality,
emotionalism, and numbers. A rigorous
and doctrinal Calvinism had been the
basic American theological paradigm
until roughly 1820. In 1800, she writes,
the average Protestant “subscribed to a
rather complicated and rigidly defined

body of dogma; attendance at a certain
church had a marked theological function.” By 1875, Protestants had become
a-theological, defining their faith “in
terms of family morals, civic responsibility, and above all… the social function
of church going.”
Most significantly, churches “shifted
their emphasis from a primary concern
with the doctrinal beliefs of their members to a preoccupation with numbers.”6
Numbers replaced genuine spiritual
concern — and so it usually goes in
Finneyistic churches.

Genuine Revival
What we need, now more than ever,
is genuine Biblical revival, based on solid Biblical teaching. John Carrick notes
that some 50,000 people were converted
in the First Great Awakening, or roughly
one fifth of the population. Were a
comparable revival to come today, he
notes, it would mean that “50 million
people would press into the kingdom of
God.”7 Now there is something to pray
for! But such a God-sent revival should
be pursued only through the forms of
evangelism taught in Scripture.
I don’t deny that sinners are brought
to saving faith in revivalistic meetings.
My wife’s family came to Christ through
such an outreach, and no doubt through
layers of technique the gospel is often
preached and heard.
My point is this: modern revivalism
rests upon a shaky theological foundation. The church would be better served
with theologically sound and Biblical
methods of evangelism and earnest
prayers that the sovereign God would
bring true revival in His perfect timing. CR
Dr. Schultz is Chairman of the History
Department at Liberty University, teaches
Church History at Christ College, and
is pastor of Westminster Reformed
Presbyterian Church in Lynchburg,
Virginia. Roger and Ann Schultz are home
schooling parents of nine covenant children.
He may be reached at rschultz@liberty.edu.
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By Joe Morecraft, III

T

he Lord sat Ezekiel
down in the middle
of a valley full of human
bones and used him to
resurrect the bones into a
living and mighty army.
To accomplish this, Ezekiel did two
things as God’s instrument. He spoke
to God about the bones; and he spoke
to the bones about God (Ezek. 37:4ff.).
In our war with the powers of darkness we need only two weapons: the
Word of God, and prayer and petition
(Eph. 6:17-18a). It is the application
of the Word of God and fervent prayer
that are our “divinely powerful [weapons] for the destruction of fortresses [by
which] we are destroying speculations
and every lofty thing raised up against
the knowledge of God…taking every
thought captive to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4-5). Without the
Word of God and prayer, Christian
reconstruction — rebuilding our society
as a Christian society — cannot take
place; but with them nothing can stop
it, for “the fervent prayer of a righteous
man can accomplish much” (Jas. 5:16).
God does not bless prayerless efforts
at Christian reconstruction, motivated
not by faith in God but by faith in self
and pride in one’s intellectual and financial resources. This kind of pride always
comes before destruction, not before
reconstruction.
The choice before us, then, is not
whether time should be spent in prayer
for America or actively trying to rebuild
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Christendom in America. It must be
both. As Rushdoony taught us: “Prayer
is not a substitute for action but its accompaniment.”1
When we understand the following
three fundamental truths about prayer
we will see why it is so necessary to the
work of Christian reconstruction.

The Purpose of Prayer
Ezekiel 36:37-38 reveals the purpose
of prayer in the plan of God:
Thus says the Lord God, “This also I will
let the house of Israel ask Me to do for them:
I will increase their men like a flock. Like the
flock for sacrifices, like the flock at Jerusalem
during her appointed feasts, so will the waste
cities be filled with flocks of men. Then they
will know that I am the LORD.”

These verses tell of promised
blessings Christ would bring in the
New Covenant. The imagery he uses,
which Old Testament believers could
understand, is that of the flocks of
sacrificial sheep filling Jerusalem during
the three high feasts of Israel, Passover,
Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles.
The promise is that someday the cities
of God’s people, wasted by sin and judgment, will be restored under Christ and
filled with multitudes of godly men.
Here is how prayer is related to
this promise. The Lord, according to
the good pleasure of His will, makes a
promise to His people. This revealed
promise of God will work itself out in
the lives of His people through their
prayers for its fulfillment. That prayer is

ordained by God as the means to obtain
His ordained promise is announced
with the same certainty as the promise itself. The purpose of the promise
received by prayer is that the world will
know that God is the Lord.
The purpose of prayer, then, is thoroughly God-centered, concerned with
God’s glory, God’s claims, God’s rights,
God’s promises, and God’s dominion.
That purpose is to praise God and to
petition Him to give us what He has
promised, so that all people will know
that He is the Lord. God has decreed
prayer as a means of accomplishing His
purposes, yet He is not limited by or
dependent upon our prayers. God has
determined that there are some things
He will not do for His people except
through their prayers. Having determined to bless a person or nation, God
gives His people the Spirit of prayer,
moving them to ask for and seek that
blessing (Zech. 12:10).

The Promise of Prayer
Jesus made us two phenomenal
promises in John 14:12-14:
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes
in Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall He do; because I
go to the Father. And whatever you ask in My
name, that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in
My name, I will do it.

His point is that believers in Jesus
will be enabled to accomplish greater
things in God’s sight than all the mira-
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cles Jesus performed during His earthly
life; and whatever believers in Jesus pray
for in His name, He will do it for the
glory of God.
These two promises hinge upon
Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension. This means that the greater works
result from the ascension of Christ and
the sending forth of His Holy Spirit on
Pentecost. In Christ’s opinion, the conversion of 3,000 sinners in the advance
of Christ’s Kingdom, beginning on the
Day of Pentecost, is a “greater work”
than all the miracles Jesus performed.
Jesus will work through His church to
bring about these greater works of massive conversions of people and societies
until all opposition to Him has been put
down, and the nations of the earth beat
their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks.
Here is how the two promises dovetail. Praying in Jesus’ name is the way to
the greater works than Jesus’ miracles.
Greater works than Jesus’ miracles come
about by asking God for anything in
the name of Jesus! That is the astounding promise Christ holds out for us to
believe and practice.
In His high-priestly prayer in
John 17:6-17, Jesus uses several words
interchangeably that help us understand
what He meant by praying in His name.
He speaks of manifesting His name, and
that His disciples have kept the word of
the Father. He speaks of giving us God’s
words, and says that His word is truth.
Therefore, Jesus’ point is this: whatever we ask God for according to His
revealed truth in the written Word of
God, God will give us. This is how the
apostle John interpreted Jesus’ promise
in 1 John 5:14-15: “And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that,
if we ask anything according to His will,
He hears us. And if we know that He
hears us in whatever we ask, we know
that we have the requests which we have
asked from Him.”

The Future Orientation of Prayer
Jesus gave us a prayer, the first three
petitions of which are: “Hallowed be
Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
These three petitions are closely connected and future-oriented. As Rushdoony said, “To hallow God’s name
means to work for His Kingdom and
to seek the establishment of His will on
earth even as it prevails in heaven…. It
is our bounded duty to work that the
kingdoms of this world might indeed
become the Kingdoms of our Lord
and of His Christ.”2 Therefore we
pray these petitions and work out these
petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, expecting
Jesus to answer the petitions He Himself
taught us to pray.
As John R.W. Stott wrote, “Prayer
is not a convenient device for imposing our will upon God, or bending His
will to ours, but the prescribed way of
subordinating our will to His. It is by
prayer that we seek God’s will, embrace
it and align ourselves with it. Every true
prayer is a variation on the theme: Thy
will be done.”3 CR
Dr. Joseph C. Morecraft, III, is a preacher
of the gospel and a noted lecturer on
contemporary political and historical trends
in the United States and world at large.
He is the founding pastor of Chalcedon
Presbyterian Church (RPCUS) located
near Atlanta, Georgia. He is married to the
former Rebecca Belcher of Haysi, Virginia,
who is a writer and an accomplished singer.
They have four children and two granddaughters.
1. R. J. Rushdoony, Systematic Theology,
Vol. 2 (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books,
1994), 1204.
2. Ibid., 1211.
3. John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John:
An Introduction and Commentary (Carol
Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers), 185.
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Defeating humanism requires
a working knowledge of the
economics of man.
Now you can get that knowledge in a
format that is readable and illuminating.
Larceny in the Heart:
The Economics of Satan and the Inflationary State
By R.J. Rushdoony
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n this study, first published under the title Roots of
Inflation, the reader sees why envy often causes the most
successful and advanced members of society to be deemed
criminals. The reader is shown
how envious man finds any
superiority in others intolerable
and how this leads to a desire
for a leveling. The author
uncovers the larceny in the
heart of man and its results. See
how class warfare and a social
order based on conflict lead to
disaster. This book is essential
reading for an understanding
of the moral crisis of modern
economics and the only certain
long-term cure.
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Regulations
Rationing
The Economics of Satan
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Morality and Economics
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Inflation and the Love of Money
The State as Thief
Money and Value
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By Jim West

S

ince we are born
into this world as
antinomians (people
“against God’s law”),
we are prone to dismiss
obedience to God’s law.
After all, if it is impossible to obey God
perfectly, striving for obedience would
seem to make us legalists. Yet the Bible
states that all men are at the same time
antinomians and legalists. They are antinomians because they oppose God’s law,
and legalists because they chisel their
own law, which reflects their autonomy
or self-law.
Law is an inescapable reality. While
the Christian walks according to the law
of the Spirit, the unbeliever walks according to the spirit of his own law. The
best the unbeliever can do with God’s
law is view it as a suggestion or obey
what he thinks the spirit of the law is.
This infection has spread to the church
where the leading of God’s Spirit is sadly
pitted against a minute, jot-and-tittle
obedience to God’s law.
A vivid example of hatred for God’s
law is cited by J.R.W. Stott, who tells of
the preacher who chose the text, “On
these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.” On the basis of
this text, the preacher then announced

his theme: “Hang the Law and the
Prophets!”

The Law Is Spiritual
The Apostle Paul wrote at length
about the relationship between the
Spirit and the 1aw in Romans 7. This
chapter has often been a battleground
between those who believe Paul is
discussing the unregenerate man versus
those who think he is discussing the
regenerated man.
A third alternative is more likely:
Paul is discussing the relationship of
the law to human nature. He says that
while we know that “the law is spiritual,
I am carnal, sold under sin.” The reason
the law is “spiritual” is not because it
invades the human spirit, prosecuting
us for our crimes against heaven; it is
“spiritual” because its Author is God the
Holy Spirit. The implication is that a
“spiritual” person is law-centered, and a
law-centered person is “spiritual.” God’s
law was written by holy men who were
“borne along” by the Holy Spirit.
An unspiritual person opposes
God’s law. Paul informs us in Romans
8 about the “carnal mind” which is
“enmity against God” and then explains
how to discern a mind that is God’s
enemy. A mind that is “enmity” chaffs at
God’s law. The carnal mind “is not sub-

ject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be.” The opposite is to be spiritually-minded, because the spiritual mind
is indwelt by the Spirit and dwells upon
the things of the Spirit. Accordingly,
these things of the Spirit are to be found
in God’s law.

The Law Is
a Transcript of God’s Nature
God’s law is a transcript of His holy
nature. Paul teaches us in Romans 7 that
“the law is holy, and the commandment
holy and just and good.” For example,
we would not have known covetousness,
except the law had said, “Thou shalt
not covet.” It is the holiness of the Holy
Spirit that is revealed in God’s law. The
no-brainer implication is that to demean
or to trash God’s law is the very acme of
anti-spirituality.

The Spirit Impels
Us to Keep God’s Law
Paul instructs us in Romans 8 that
“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus” has made us free from the law
of sin and death. The law (power) of
the Spirit was able to do what our flesh
could not do. Christ came not only
to condemn sin in the flesh, but to
empower us to do God’s law. One of the
cardinal purposes of the atonement was
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“that the righteous requirement of the
law might be fulfilled in us who do not
walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4). Before
we are regenerated by God’s Spirit we
may be able to “do” certain things in
the law, but we are not able to fulfill the
law (i.e., obey as required, pledged, or
expected). We fulfill the law only when
we are motivated by love and faith.
One of the clearest links between true
spirituality and God’s law is Jeremiah’s
prophecy about the character of the New
Covenant Christian. We are told that the
day is coming when God will write His
law in our minds and hearts (Jer. 31:33).
This great work is accomplished by the
Spirit of the living God, who writes God’s
law on the tablets of our flesh, even upon
our hearts (2 Cor. 3:3).
It is often argued that Paul in 2 Corinthians 3 pits a Spirit-led life against
a law-driven life. It is said that the Old
Testament believer was led by the law,
but the New Testament believer is led by
the Spirit.
What we have in 2 Corinthians
3 is what John Calvin called a relative
contrast stated in absolute language. For
example, John tells us in John 7 that
when Christ prophesied the outpouring
of God’s Spirit on the Day of Pentecost,
that “the Spirit was not yet.” This does
not mean that the Holy Spirit was not
in existence, or that the Spirit did not
work in the Old Testament. On the
contrary, John teaches a relative contrast
between the two Testaments, but states
that contrast with absolute language.
This was often his method, as in John 1:
14, where John said that the law came
by Moses, “but grace and truth by Jesus
Christ.” It is obvious that this also is
a relative contrast. If it was not, there
would be no grace or truth in the Old
Testament and no law in the New!
It is said that in 2 Corinthians 3
Paul anathematizes the law when he
writes that the “letter kills, but the Spirit
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gives life.” But Paul is not condemning
the law; what he condemns is legalism.
The “letter of the law” describes the use
of the law as an instrument of justification. The “letter” always kills when the
law is used as an instrument of self-justification before God (Rom. 7:6-8).

The Spirit Guides Us
by God’s Law
We also see the closest relationship
between God’s law and the Holy Spirit
in spiritual guidance. In his classic sermon titled, “The Leading of the Spirit,”
Benjamin Warfield mines Romans 8:
14ff. The thrust of Warfield’s sermon is
that the leading of God’s Spirit must not
be equated with mystical voices, good
vibes, hunches, feelings, or fresh revelations from the azure skies. Warfield
correctly understands the Spirit’s leading
to include three things:
(1) The leading of God’s Spirit is
continuous, for Paul’s thought is “as
many as are ever being led by God’s
Spirit, these are the sons of God.” If
the leading of God’s Spirit consisted of
revelations, then we would receive new
revelations every moment, an impossible
ordeal that would overwhelm us.
(2) The leading of God’s Spirit
results in the mortification or killing of
sin. If we live by the Spirit, then we will
vigorously put to death the deeds of the
body. The death of sin is a stellar feature
of our sanctification.
(3) The leading of God’s Spirit gives
us assurance of our sonship. “The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit
that we are the children of God.” It is
because the Spirit impels us to cry out,
“Abba (Father),” that we are assured of
the Spirit’s leading and adoption into
God’s family.
A common objection to the spirituality of God’s law is Galatians 5:18,
where Paul writes that if we are led by
God’s Spirit, then we are “not under the
law.” The thought here is that God’s

law must not be misused by our sinful
flesh (Rom. 7:13). In other words, sin
produces death in us by what is good
(God’s law).
A famous example is in John
Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress. Bunyan
describes Christian’s view of what happens in the Dusty Parlor. In this Parlor,
a man is seen sweeping his house with
the broom of the law. Brooms are for
cleanliness, and what could be purer
than God’s law? But in this case the
more the man sweeps, the more he fans
the dust, creating a sandstorm in his
home. His effort produces a whirlwind
of dust, violent choking, and certain
death. Man “under the law” is like that!
The problem is not the broom, but the
sin that misuses the broom of the law.
It is not until Gospel-water cleanses
the Parlor that life and health result.
Likewise, if we are to obey God’s law, we
must be led by the Spirit of God. Only
the Spirit can energize us to a life of
heartfelt obedience.
The Spirit and the law are in sync
with one another. We grieve God’s Spirit
when we place a wedge between the
two. A truly spiritual person is not only
indwelt by God’s Spirit, but desires to
obey the smallest detail in God’s law.
Jesus called these minute details “jots”
and “tittles.” Jots and tittles were the
smallest strokes in the Hebrew language
and Christ taught that the “greatest”
in His kingdom will teach and believe
these things. True spirituality can only
be defined by obedience to the law of
the Spirit. CR
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Seminary in Sacramento. He has authored
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Love, The Covenant Baptism of Infants, and
Christian Courtship Versus Dating. His latest
book is Drinking with Calvin and Luther!
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Power today does not lie in politics or governments,
but in God’s people of faith.

T

here is a marked resemblance between
our time and that of Elijah and Elisha.
Theirs was a time of judgment; ours is as
well. But there is a deeper resemblance.
Their day was an age of syncretism, of
radical compromise between
the worship of the Lord and
Baal worship. The two had
been blended together to
make one religion, so that a
refusal to see the necessity
for uncompromising religion
marked Israel.
Israel rarely denied
the Lord or professed open
apostasy. Rather, it pursued a
course of religious syncretism,
using the name of the Lord
but absorbing with their
religion whatever other faith
was expedient for them. Thus,
they were not open pagans, but pagans
who practiced their unbelief under cover of
the Lord’s name.
Syncretism is again our problem.
Numerous forces, powers, and persons
are accorded sovereignty over man. Today,
Baal-worship is again prevalent in the name
of the Lord. Humanistic statism is easily and
readily submitted to by churchmen: children
are placed in humanistic state schools, given

into the hands of the enemies of God, and
people are only indignant if you condemn
this practice. The major concern of most
church members is not the Lord’s battles,
nor the urgency to make a stand against
compromise,
but, “How can I best
enjoy life?”
The similarity does not end
there. Elijah and Elisha’s
day was one of prosperity,
a false prosperity that
was largely the product
of inflation. Our age, too,
has been marked by an
inflationary prosperity, and
the loosening of moral and
religious standards is
one result. People want
things, not qualities or virtues. This
mindset demands more material wealth for
men and diminishes the need for moral and
educational performance and excellence.
It is now a virtue to tolerate evil and to be
intolerant of any material lack for man.
In Chariots of Prophetic Fire,
R.J. Rushdoony challenges the Church
of our day to resist compromise and the
temptation of expediency, and realize that
the power today does not lie in politics or
governments but in God’s men of faith.

Only $30.00 $24.00
Hardback, 163 pages, indices
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The Living God
Baalism and the Lord
The School of the Prophet
The Summons
The Audience and Trial
The Shaking and Judgment Begin
The Servant–Son
The Arrogance of Power
Dispossession
The Death of Ahab
The Judgments of the Lord
Why Peoples Perish
The Charge of Impotence
The Lost Victory
The Honor of God
God’s Survivors
Miracles
The Practical Faith
Leprous Wealth
The Lost Axe-Head
The Army on the Mountains
Miracle Outside the Walls
The Nameless King
Expediency
Jehu and Jezebel
The Fear of Victory
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satan’s

Binding;
Your Hope
By Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., Th.D.

C

hristians recognize
the reality of the
spirit world. We certainly
believe in God “who is a
spirit” (Jn. 4:24) and in
the Third Person of the
Trinity, the “Holy Spirit” (Mt. 28:19).
We ourselves are compounds of spirit
and body (Gen. 2:7; Jas. 2:26), so that
when we die “the dust will return to the
earth as it was, and the spirit will return
to God who gave it” (Ec. 12:7; cp. Mt.
10:28).
We also know angels are spirit-beings created by God to do His will:
“Of the angels he saith, Who makes his
angels spirits, and his ministers a flame
of fire” (Heb. 1:7). Some of these angels
are holy, elect angels always serving God
in righteousness (Lk. 9:26; 1 Tim. 5:
21). Others are fallen angels who resist
God, determined to do evil against us
(Lk. 8:2; 1 Tim. 4:1). They have as their
ruler Satan, the chief of the fallen angels
(Mt. 25:41; Mk. 2:22).

Satan’s Mission
When considering spiritual warfare
in the Christian life, we must not ignore
the influence of Satan in the world. The
Scriptures portray him as the epitome
of evil who always opposes God.1 He
seeks to destroy God’s work by influencing men throughout the world (Mt. 13:
38-39; 2 Cor. 4:4) to do his evil will
(Jn. 8:44; 2 Tim. 2:26). He is a deceiver
(Rev. 20:1) who “disguises himself as an
angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14) so that he
“deceives the whole world” (Rev. 12:9).
He desires to draw away those who hear
the Word of God (Lk. 8:12). In fact, he
delights in working on those who not
only hear the Word, but profess it (Ac.
5:3; 1 Tim. 5:15).
He is so determined to do evil that
he even dares to tempt the Son of God:
“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil” (Mt. 4:1; Lk. 4:2). In desperation

Satan later entered into Judas, moving
him to betray Christ (Lk. 22:3; Jn. 13:2).
As Luther so expressively declared:
“his craft and power are great.” Indeed,
the Scripture itself urges us: “Be of sober
spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary,
the devil, prowls about like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet.
5:8). How can we expect to win against
such a supernatural foe who “seeks
to work us woe”? What gives us hope
against such a mighty opponent?

Christ’s Victory
We conquer our fear with the
victory cry: “He is risen!” (Mt. 28:6).
Unfortunately, this glorious declaration
is largely muted by the confused prophets loudly misleading many today. Too
many Christians believe “Satan is alive
and well on planet earth.” Though he is
alive, he is not well. Christ has won the
victory over him. Let us see how this is
so, then note how we have hope for our
personal victory over him.
In Revelation 20, a passage both
confused and abused in popular
Christian literature, we read of Satan’s
binding, which insures the victory of
Christ’s Kingdom: “He laid hold of the
dragon, the serpent of old, who is the
devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years, and threw him into the
abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him,
so that he should not deceive the nations
any longer…. Blessed and holy is the
one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no
power, but they will be priests of God
and of Christ and will reign with Him
for a thousand years” (Rev. 20:2-3, 6).
This dramatic imagery teaches
that Satan has been “bound” so that
he “should not deceive the nations
any longer.” This allows all spiritually
resurrected believers to “reign with Him
(Christ)” in Christ’s Kingdom. Despite popular misunderstanding of this
passage, this vision speaks of realities

already established in Christ’s first coming, as we can tell from the following:
First, Christ informs us that He
has already bound Satan: “If I cast out
demons by the Spirit of God, then the
kingdom of God has come upon you.
Or how can anyone enter the strong
man’s house and carry off his property,
unless he first binds the strong man?
And then he will plunder his house”
(Mt. 12:28-29). Whatever else we
might think, Christ Himself declares He
has bound this strong one during His
earthly ministry so that He may spoil
Satan’s kingdom while establishing His
own. Here Satan’s binding and Christ’s
kingdom are linked together by the
Lord who was teaching John, who later
penned Revelation 20.
Second, Christ also teaches that
salvation by grace through faith effects a
spiritual resurrection to new life: “Truly,
truly, I say to you, he who hears My
word, and believes Him who sent Me,
has eternal life, and does not come into
judgment, but has passed out of death
into life. Truly, truly, I say to you, an
hour is coming and now is, when the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of
God; and those who hear shall live”
(Jn. 5:24-25; cp. Eph. 2:5-6; Rom.
6:5-11; 1 Jn. 3:14).
This is the backdrop to the image of
the “first resurrection” in Revelation 20.
Christ teaches two resurrections, which
John the author of Revelation records
for us. The first resurrection is a spiritual
one while we are in our present life
(Jn. 5:25), the second a physical one
after we leave this world at the end of
history (Jn. 5:28-29; cp. Jn. 6: 39, 44,
54; 11:24).
Third, in the didactic introduction
to Revelation, John declares that we
are already a kingdom of priests, which
he presents in dramatic imagery in
Revelation 20: “He has made us to be a
kingdom, priests to His God and Father;
to Him be the glory and the dominion
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forever and ever” (Rev. 1:6). Note the
past tense: “He has made us to be a
kingdom, priests.” This historical reality,
which already existed when John wrote
Revelation, explains the symbolic vision
of chapter 20 which declares: “they will
be priests of God and of Christ and will
reign with Him” (Rev. 20:6).
Fourth, Satan’s binding does not
totally incapacitate him. His binding is
for an expressly declared purpose: “that
he should not deceive the nations any
longer” (Rev. 20:3). This speaks of the
“plundering of his house” (Mt. 12:29):
Satan is bound by the First Century
coming of Christ’s kingdom so that he
may not deceive and dominate the nations any longer.
In the Old Testament era, only Israel knew God: “He declares His words
to Jacob, His statutes and His ordinances to Israel. He has not dealt thus with
any nation; And as for His ordinances,
they have not known them. Praise the
Lord!” (Ps. 147:19-20) “You only have
I chosen among all the families of the
earth” (Am. 3:2a; cp. Dt. 7:6-7). This is
why Christ did not dispute Satan’s claim
when he showed Him “all the kingdoms
of the world” and said: “I will give You
all this domain and its glory; for it has
been handed over to me” (Lk. 4:5-6).
It is only in the past that “in the
generations gone by He [God] permitted all the nations to go their own ways”
(Ac. 14:16). But now the whole world
is open to release from Satan’s absolute
dominion because of his having been
bound by Christ. The Great Commission, therefore, confidently sends us out
to “make disciples of all the nations”
(Mt. 28:19)2 who previously were totally
subject to Satan and “without hope”
(Eph. 2:12). Jesus declares to Paul that
He is sending him to open the Gentiles’ eyes “so that they may turn from
darkness to light and from the dominion
of Satan to God, in order that they
may receive forgiveness of sins and an
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inheritance among those who have been
sanctified by faith in Me” (Ac. 26:18).
Christ’s victory over Satan is spoken
of frequently, and under various images
in addition to “binding”:
• “He said to them, ‘I was watching Satan fall
from heaven like lightning’” (Lk. 10:18).
• “Now judgment is upon this world; now the
ruler of this world shall be cast out”
(Jn. 12:31).
• “Concerning judgment, because the ruler of
this world has been judged” (Jn. 16:11).
• “Since then the children share in flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise also partook of
the same, that through death He might
render powerless him who had the power of
death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14).
• “And the God of peace will soon crush Satan
under your feet” (Rom. 16:20a).
• “He had disarmed the rulers and authorities,
He made a public display of them, having
triumphed over them through Him”
(Col. 2:14).
• “The Son of God appeared for this purpose,
that He might destroy the works of the devil”
(1 Jn. 3:8b).

Our Hope
Christian, because of Christ’s
triumph over Satan, the Scriptures
promise you victory. As redeemed vessels of mercy, you must neither despair
in your struggles nor blame Satan for
your failures. Too many Christians pick
up on the deficient theology rampant
in trite maxims such as “I can resist
anything but temptation” and “the devil
made me do it.”
Remember that Christ has prayed
for you: “I do not ask Thee to take them
out of the world, but to keep them from
the evil one” (Jn. 17:15). He has taught
you yourself to pray: “do not lead us
into temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one” (Mt. 6:13).
The Bible teaches you how to “put
on the full armor of God, that you may

be able to stand firm against the schemes
of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). You are directed to “not give the devil an opportunity”
(Eph. 4:27). You can “submit therefore
to God” so that if you “resist the devil…
he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7).
Satan is a powerful foe, but he is a
defeated foe. Otherwise such Biblical
directives regarding victory over Satan
would be meaningless. Christ has bound
him so that he may not dominate us.
The victory is ours if we but seize it. CR
Dr. Gentry is the author of thirteen books
and a contributor to eight others, from
publishers such as Zondervan, Baker,
Kregel, P & R, and American Vision. He
is the editor of a new title from Chalcedon:
Thine Is the Kingdom: A Summary of the
Postmillennial Hope. He has spoken at
conferences and on radio across the nation
and runs a website for Reformed educational
materials: www.kennethgentry.com.
1. For an excellent study of Satan’s work,
see: Greg L. Bahnsen, “The Person,
Work, and Present Status of Satan,” The
Journal of Christian Reconstruction 1:2
(Winter, 1974): 11ff. See also my article: “The Binding of Satan” available at:
www.kennethgentry.com.
2. For a fuller exposition of the Great
Commission, see: Gentry, The Greatness of the Great Commission (Tyler,
Tex.: I.C.E., rev. 1993). Available at
www.kennethgentry.com.

Why Do

We Live as

Though

Satan Knows Best?
By Buddy Hanson

P

ietism is arguably
Satan’s most effective
weapon as he seeks in
vain to delay his defeat.1
For more than a century
he has used this escapist
version of Christianity to convince us to
stay in our place and confine our beliefs
to our homes and churches, while nonChristians decide the direction of our
culture. His chief selling point is, “Why
should a ‘spiritual’ person be involved
in the messy affairs of the world?” In
buying into this imagined “wall of
separation” between the sacred and the
secular, the American church follows
the teachings of the Greek philosopher
Plato instead of the Lord, Savior, and
King, Jesus Christ.
How did we fall for this fairy tale?
And why do we keep following its devilish dictates? Do we really think Satan
knows best when it comes to establishing our cultural agenda or educating our
children? If we do, we are wasting our
time in church worshiping a god who is
inferior to Satan.

But the triune God of Scripture is
in complete control of His creation. He
is smarter than His creatures, including
Satan. The problem is not that pietists
believe the wrong things, but that they
don’t think about the consequences of
what they believe.
We’ve overbooked our lives with
longer workdays, athletic events, field
trips, art, music, and swimming lessons
and numerous church activities. In the
midst of this, we may well hearken back
to singer Mac Davis’ advice to “Stop
and smell the roses.” Unfortunately,
those who have a privatized, personal
perspective of Christianity are smelling artificial roses, and the results of
their church business are also artificial.
Piestists appear to be doing all the right
things — active in the church, attending Bible studies, leading their family
devotions — yet all the while culture
continues to disintegrate.
Our brothers and sisters should be
frustrated at this pietistic scenario of
“the harder we work, the behinder we
get.” But they’ve bought Satan’s lie that

heaven is our real home and while we’re
on earth we’re simply making the best of
a bad situation.

Revelation vs. Speculation
This mixture of half-truths about
God’s plan for His creation, and the
confusion about what He has called
us to do, is fed by radio and TV Bible
teachers and best-selling Christian
authors who prefer speculation about
what might take place to God’s clear
revelation of how to live. It’s revelation,
not speculation, that will save us and
provide perfect directions for living.
Radio and TV preachers and best-selling
authors ought to carry a disclaimer that
“any resemblance of what you hear, see
or read and what God actually says is
merely coincidental.”
As long as Satan can keep us in the
church “busyness” mode, instead of in
God’s commanded “holiness” mode, he
will continue to have his way. After all,
the only way he can appear to win is to
get us to play by his rules. Certainly he
doesn’t stand a chance when we play by
God’s rules. The only way we can fail is
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if we fail to live by them.
If we continue to elect non-Christians to office and send our children to
the ungodly public schools, our generation will fail. If we continue to fear others more than we fear the triune Creator
God, we should expect to fail. And we
should expect to be laughed at and dismissed as being culturally irrelevant if all
we do is deal with the fruit of sin (i.e.,
abortion, gambling, and pornography),
rather than the root of sin.

“For the past century

Think About It!

counsel of the wicked,

The apostle Peter reminds us that
we should publicize, not privatize, our
faith: “You are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare
the praises of Him who called you out
of darkness into His wonderful light”
(1 Pet. 2:9). He informs us that the
will of God is for us to apply Biblical
principles to all of our situations and
circumstances so we “may put to silence
the ignorance of foolish men” (1 Pet. 2:
15). God does not cherish exhausted
Christians who spin their spiritual
wheels amidst church busyness; He
cherishes holiness in all of our actions.
On Judgment Day Jesus will not ask us
“How busy have you been?”, but “How
holy have you been?” We are reminded
that “as He who called you is holy, you
also be holy in all your conduct, because
it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy”
(1 Pet. 1.13-16).
For the past century and a half the
American church has been practicing an
escapist religion. We have been walking
in the counsel of the wicked, standing
with sinners, and sitting with mockers
(as though Satan, not our Father, knew
best). Our delight has been in the law
of man and our meditation has been on
our hobbies and sports teams. Our lifestyles produce the rotten fruit of cultural
irrelevancy and defeatism. Continuing
such behavior will result in our destruc-

standing with sinners,
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and a half the
American church
has been practicing
an escapist religion.
We have been
walking in the

and sitting with
mockers (as though
Satan, not our
Father, knew best).”
tion.2 It is time to realize “the Kingdom
of God is at hand” (Mk. 1:15), and repent and get about the work of a “holy
nation and a people belonging to God”
(1 Pet. 2:9).
Christians are the only people on
the face of the earth who are able to
correctly understand the truth. It is only
we who know who we are, where we
are going, why we are here, and how to
carry out our calling. As we take a step
back from our daily hustle and bustle
and think about the consequences of the
Biblical principles we hold so dear, may
our attitude be that of Joseph: “How
then could [we continue] to do this
great evil and sin against the LORD?”
(Gen 39:9) We must repent of our
negligence to engage our culture with
our beliefs, and practice what we have
been called to do by conforming our
communities to God’s ways, instead of
conforming our ways to those of our
communities.

The tactics in the following EXIT
acronym can enable us to carry out our
calling of bringing about God’s will “on
earth as it is in heaven.” Notice there
is no mention of a separation of God’s
Word from any area of life! We must
stop listening to Bible teachers who
encourage us to confine our Biblical
ethics to ourselves. God’s truths are to
be “exited” from inside our homes and
churches and taken everywhere we go.
By incorporating these principles into
our lifestyle we will ensure that the
roses we stop to smell along the way are
authentic.

EXIT Strategy
Evangelism & discipleship.
Xtend Biblical principles to all areas
of life.
Interact with culture by presenting an
alternative lifestyle.
Take ground for God’s Kingdom by
applying the blessings we receive to all
of our situations and circumstances. CR
Buddy Hanson is president of the Alabamabased Christian Policy Network. Their
mission is to “frame the cultural debate
according to Biblical principles.” To see
monthly Policy Papers on cultural issues
by pastors from around the country, or to
see his reports to Alabama legislators, visit
graceandlaw.com and go to “Connecting
With Culture” or “Legislative.” Buddy is
also the Alabama coordinator of The Exodus
Mandate and frequently speaks on Christian
worldview topics. He is the author of several
popular Christian books with the theme of
applying what we believe to our everyday
situations and circumstances. He can be
contacted at bhanson@graceandlaw.com.
1. Since God is completely in charge of
His creation, Satan cannot slow down his
ultimate defeat. God however, can and has
brought down nations because of their unrepented disobedience to His will.
2. Psalm 1

“Sam Blumenfeld has done it again!
This generation’s most persistent,
courageous, and accurate critic
of government schools has
launched another torpedo into
the foundering ‘USS Education.’”
Joseph Farah
WorldNetDaily.com

“This may be the most
comprehensive and insightful
analysis of ‘what’s wrong with our
public school system’ ever written.”
D. James Kennedy, Ph.D.
Senior Minister
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church

“Sam Blumenfeld…sets forth
the parameters of America’s
educational elite and their quest
for a new social order based on
atheism, evolution, and socialism.”
Dr. David Noebel
Author of Understanding the Times:
The Religious Worldviews of Our Day
and the Search for Truth

W

ith the bankruptcy of modern education and
the fallout of years of state controlled public
schools, today’s students are best indentified as
“victims” rather than pupils. In this collection of
essays Samuel Blumenfeld discloses the epidemic
of humanistic educational theory and provides a
clear way out to a truly Biblical form of education.
Some of what you’ll learn:
• The Irrational World of Primary Education
• Outcome Based Education
• Teaching History to Children
• The Religious Nature of Humanism
• The Homeschooling Revolution
• The Public School Monopoly
• The Future of Reading Instruction
• God the Educator
• and much more

Only $22.00 $18.00
Paperback, 266 pages, index

Special
Year-end
Pricing!

page 32.
talog starting on
ca
r
ou
e
Se
..
s.
al
ation materi
For more great educ

Faith for All of Life
Long-Awaited Book Finally Arrives!

The Harsh Truth About Public Schools
By Bruce N. Shortt

Reviewed by Samuel L. Blumenfeld

B

ruce Shortt has produced a devastating
indictment of our public
school system, which he
believes is not only destroying the intelligence
of our children, but is wreaking havoc
with our moral and spiritual future. The
book is a veritable encyclopedia of educational failure, corruption, and malfeasance by those who run the system.
He has written this book as a warning
to Christian parents that their children
are in mortal peril and must be removed
from these schools if their Christian
souls are to be saved.
It was Bruce Shortt and his colleague T.C. Pinckney who co-sponsored
the Christian Education Resolution,
submitted for consideration at the 2004
Annual Meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention. It called for Southern
Baptist parents to remove their children
from the government schools and provide them with a true Christian education at home or in a church school. The
Convention could have made history
had it adopted the resolution, but the
delegates were simply not ready to take
such a revolutionary step.

What Parents Don’t Know
Christian parents simply don’t
know what is going on in the secular,
anti-Christian public schools. These
schools are turning millions of Christian
children away from Christ and leading them to atheism, nihilism, secular
humanism, pantheism, New-Age
occultism, Eastern religion, and even
Marxism.
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Obviously ministers need to read
this book if a true Christian revival is to
take place in America. Getting them to
read it is going to be the author’s toughest job. But the ministers needn’t read
the entire book to get the impact of its
message. Its chapters on sex education
or the drugging of children with Ritalin
or the testing fraud or the dumbing
down of the children or the homosexual
agenda should be enough shock and
awe to wake up anyone.

Published by Chalcedon. Now available for puchase.
See the ad on the inside cover.

The author states: “The fact is that
government schools are killing our
children spiritually, morally, and intellectually …. The ‘little red schoolhouse’
has effectively become a pagan seminary
nurturing our children in alien creeds,”
which are “transforming our families,
our churches, our culture, and our society.” And he cites statistics that back up
his statements.
That’s what makes this book so
reliable. Shortt backs up all of his
assertions with extensive documentation. He places much of the blame of
our Christian decline on ministers.
He writes: “About 85% of Christian
children attend government schools, but
the message that Christian parents are
obligated to provide a Christian education to their children is seldom heard
from the pulpit.”

Shortt also provides the reader
with a detailed history of how
government schools have gone from
being non-Christian to anti-Christian, beginning with the Supreme
Court’s Everson decision.1 As a result,
New-Age spirituality has invaded the
classrooms in full force, introducing
children to “spirit guides,” “transcendental meditation,” and other occult
practices.
An English teacher in an Ohio high
school assigned sophomores the task of
writing and signing a contract with the
Devil, Satan, Lucifer, a genie, a witch, or
a warlock. The contract was to specify
what the student wanted from Satan,
for example, and three things he or she
was willing to give up in return. When
parents found out about the assignment
and complained to the principal, he
defended the teacher who had merely
made a mistake. When asked if he
would approve of the students writing a
contract with God, Christ, Jesus, etc., he
responded that that would be a violation
of the separation of church and state.

Faith for All of Life
A Battle Lost
Neither Christ nor Christians can
win in the government schools. Shortt
also provides us with alarming evidence
of the rise of juvenile crime, the increase
in drug abuse, the increase in the use of
filthy language, the decline in modesty
in dress, the practice of freak dancing (simulated sex acts performed to
Hip Hop or Rap music), the increase
in sexual promiscuity and perversion,
unwed pregnancies, sexually transmitted
diseases, and emotional traumas among
students.
At a middle school assembly in
Broward County, Florida, school officials encouraged the children to engage
in sex, encouraged girls to carry condoms, promoted abortion, and told the
children that it was okay to lie to their
parents.
There is also a strong drive all across

America to introduce the gay agenda
in the schools so that children from K
to 12 can be taught that the gay lifestyle is perfectly normal and that even
pedophilia has its positive points. The
chapter on ADHD (Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder) is particularly
alarming as well as enlightening. Four
to six million children are currently on
Ritalin and other psychotropic drugs
because of ADHD. Yet, ADHD is not
a real disease! It was invented by the
psychiatrists.
Shortt also has chapters on the
delusion of school reform, the teachers’
unions and their involvement in Democratic party politics, and their incessant
pressure on Congress and state legislatures to increase spending on “education.” And the more money is spent,
the worse things get, for the money is
simply used to buy more miseducation.

A Godly Solution
But there are solutions. Shortt
writes: “Christian education isn’t something to turn to reluctantly. Rather, we
should embrace it with a sense of joy
and hope.” And the burgeoning Christian homeschool movement proves how
right he is. If you want to see young
Christian families enjoying education
and enjoying their children, just attend
one of the many homeschool conventions held all across America each year.
Shortt provides the parent with a
whole chapter on homeschooling and its
benefits. He leaves nothing to chance,
as you will notice with his almost 100
pages of endnotes. Just as parents will
purchase a medical manual for home
reference, they should purchase this
book for the same practical purpose:
to preserve the spiritual, mental, and
continued on page 29
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T
he Roots of Reconstruction by R.J. Rushdoony is one of the most
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World History
American History
Education
Ethical Philosophy
Culture
Dominion

Work
The Church
Heresies
Humanism
Secularism
Abortion
Covenant
Reformed Faith
Much more

$20.00
$16.00

Hardback, 1124 pages
Shipping added to all
orders

Special year-end
Pricing!
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Faith for All of Life

Christian Metaphysics and the
Creator-Creature Distinction: Part II
By Anthony Rogers

The Fall of Man, Sin,
and the Curse

T

he distinction and
distance that exists
between God, who is
eternal and independent,
and man, who is temporal and dependent
upon God, obligates man to obey God.
God owes us nothing, while we
owe God perfect obedience to His every
command. It pleased God to enter into
a covenant of life with the first man. He
promised to bless and reward him for
perfect and personal obedience — and
threatened death, in all its forms, as the
penalty for failing to comply. In making this covenant with the first man, the
progenitor of the human race, and now,
by virtue of God’s covenantal dealings
with him, its head and representative,
God made this covenant with all his
posterity.
Adam broke this covenant. The
guilt, corruption, and temporal and
eternal consequences of sin fell upon
all humanity. All men are born guilty
and are corrupt from the womb. All are
liable to the penalty of sin. No son of
Adam, except the Lord Jesus, stands on
his own in right relation to God, nor is
by nature righteous as he was on the day
God made him. Men and women, now
being by nature objects of God’s wrath,
are totally incapable of doing anything
pleasing or acceptable to Him.
Since man was also created as the
lord of creation, responsible to seek and

26

Chalcedon Report November 2004

discover, to subdue and have dominion over all creation (and all of this
with an eye towards the glory of God),
when he fell, the curse of God fell on
the entire creation. Nothing in all of
creation is now as it originally was when
God called it into existence. All things,
animate and inanimate, are under His
curse and are incapable of liberating
themselves from their bondage to corruption and decay.

Redemption
Man’s only hope of deliverance
from guilt and corruption resides solely
in God. We depend completely upon
God, and God is perfectly free from any
obligation to us. This is not only because man is His creature (to whom He
owes nothing in the first place), but is
especially true because man has become
a covenant breaker and a rebel.
Nevertheless, God condescended
once again to enter into a covenant with
man. Toward this end, He appointed
and ordained the Lord Jesus Christ, the
second person of the Trinity, to be the
second Adam. He appointed Him to be
the new head and representative of all
those whom He chose to redeem by and
in Him. As Thomas eloquently notes:
In Christ, God interjected Himself into
the temporal reality. God the Son, the
second person of the eternal, ontological Trinity, was incarnated. He took
unto Himself a human body and a human nature that He might accomplish
redemption for sinners,...by his death

on the cross of Calvary (1 Tim. 1:15;
Matt. 1:21; 1 Cor. 15:3,4).1

Christ is the head of a new humanity, the one in whom God has promised
to take away guilt and corruption by
virtue of His perfect life and atoning
sacrifice, and by the power of His Spirit.
Christ is the one in whom God’s blessings, those which were first promised
to mankind in Adam, are now not only
realized but are increased and poured
out in greater measure. This covenant
is for all those who, through repentance
and faith, are in vital union with Jesus
Christ.
Through the Lord Jesus Christ, not
only is man presently delivered from
guilt and progressively delivered from
the corruption of his fallen nature, but,
through Christ, God has provided for
the deliverance of the entire cosmos
from decay and corruption. The restoration of all these things to their former
glory awaits the return of the Lord Jesus
Christ from heaven, at which time He
will raise the dead, clothe His redeemed
with immortality, and send the rest to
eternal perdition. He will also create a
new heaven and a new earth wherein
righteousness dwells. In this place pain,
suffering, and all other effects of the
curse will be removed.

Conclusion
At the heart of the Christian
worldview is the distinction between
the triune God and His creation. This
continued on page 29

Discover the abundant provisions
made for you in the New Covenant
by examining the historic path of Israel.

E

ssentially, all of mankind is on some sort of an exodus.
However, the path of fallen man is vastly different from that

of the righteous. Apart from Jesus Christ and His atoning work,
the exodus of a fallen humanity means only a further descent
from sin into death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious

Save $10.00 on 128 sermons
on Exodus by Rushdoony!
Purchase the book Exodus and receive
the two-CD set of 128 sermons on Exodus
by R.J. Rushdoony for only $49.99
($59.99 if purchased separately).
Sermons are in an mp3 format which can be played on
both Windows (PC) and Macintosh computers. These
CD’s are great for small group studies, homeschooling
and personal study. (S/H added to all orders)

Purchase by using the order form
on page 48 or visit us online at
www.chalcedonstore.com

ascent into the justice and dominion of the everlasting
Kingdom of God.
Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious
provisions made for us in the “promised land” of the New
Covenant, a thorough examination into the historic path of Israel
as described in the book of Exodus is essential. It is to this end
that this volume was written.

Get your copy of Exodus, the second volume in the
Commentaries on the Pentateuch series, for only $45.00
Special Year-end pricing... now only $36.00.

Faith for All of Life
Rushdoony , Giver of Life… cont. from page 3

but we are able to understand, within
creaturely limits, God the Son because
of His incarnation. God the Father we
can also understand, although not as
well, because Father is a term understandable to all of us. Thus, the Father
and the Son have something to concretize our understanding. The titles of the
Spirit, however, refer to functions rather
than a concrete person, i.e., Comforter,
Advocate, etc. Thus, for many God the
Sprit is always somehow the remote and
abstract person of the Trinity. The fault
lies clearly in man’s understanding.

The Spirit at Creation
Scripture deepens the mystery at the
very beginning. According to Genesis 1:
2, “And the earth was without form, and
void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters.” The earth
was a vacancy, an unshaped nothing; it
was a void, a nothing, a vacuity, and it
was dark. All was an abyss or sea. The
Spirit of God moved, brooded, hovered,
or fluttered over the waters, according
to the commentators. Cassuto has called
attention to the inadmissible nature of
brooding or blowing as translations. He
rendered or paraphrased the line as possibly, “Although the earth was without
form or life, yet above the unformed
matter hovered the ruah of God, the
source of light and life.”1 But none of
these interpretations penetrate the mystery of creation.
The word ruah means breath or
wind, but it here refers in its Hebrew
construction, as Lenski pointed out,
to a person. It is the Spirit of God who
is referred to. The Spirit is clearly the
Creator of life in some special sense, and
He is also the re-creator of life in fallen
man. We have a very obvious parallelism. On the one hand, is the darkness,
the void, and formlessness, and on the
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other is the Spirit of God, who is light,
life, and order. What follows in Genesis
1:3ff. is a series of divine fiats: “Let there
be…and there was.” The presence of the
Spirit is inescapable life, light, and order.
In Genesis 6:3, we read, “And the
LORD said, My spirit shall not always
strive with man, for that he also is flesh:
yet his days shall be an hundred and
twenty years.” Here the Sprit of God
is closely linked to life, without being identical to it. The Spirit gives life,
and the Spirit also withdraws it. For
the Spirit to come upon men means at
times more than life: it means prophecy (1 Sam. 10:10; 16:13). The Holy
Spirit is also vexed and grieved by man’s
rebellion, and He turns on them to be
their enemy, and to fight against them
(Is. 63:10; Eph. 4:30). The Spirit thus
is very much present in this world; His
immanence is most notable, and yet
he is also fully transcendent. Oehler
has best stated the relationship of the
Spirit to creation: “Since the world is
placed outside of God, it originated and
subsists only by the life imparted to it by
his Spirit; thus it is not separated from
Him, although distinct from Him.”2
This is a very necessary distinction.
It is all the more important, because
the modern era has either fallen into
pantheism, or so separated God from
the world as to make the Holy Spirit’s
presence unusual or dramatic. God is
not a God who is afar off (Jer. 23:23),
although men in their sin are inclined to
think so (Ps. 10:1). The world of science
has made the great cause of all a very
remote or non-existent cause, whereas
the God of Scripture is totally sovereign,
omnipresent, and always governing in
every event and second of time. The
scientific worldview has thus aggravated
man’s difficulties in understanding the
doctrine of the Spirit.
Because man now sees God as distant, and the Spirit as vague or sporadic,
other gods rule over men. Institutions

and persons become the givers of life. As
a result, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit
has lost its Biblical force. It is thus urgently necessary for theologians, pastors,
and believers to give renewed attention
to this doctrine. The revival of Christendom depends upon it, for the doctrine
of the Spirit confronts us with the mystery of God. God is great and beyond
our comprehension, and yet He speaks
our language, which He ordained, and
incarnates Himself as man, so that we
might truly know Him. He is incomprehensible, yet understandable; we can
know Him truly, but never exhaustively.
He is most near to us in the Spirit, and
yet never more remote to our capacity
to grasp His infinite and inexhaustible
being than in the third person of the
Godhead, the Holy Ghost. CR
1. Umberto Cassuto, A Commentary on the
Book of Genesis, Part I, (Jerusalem, Israel:
The Magnes Press, [1961] 1972), 25.
2. Gustave E. Oehler, Theology of the Old
Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
[1883] reprint). 118.
M. Rushdoony, What Part?… cont. from page 5

becomes a resource which fills a partial
need.
But we need to see our whole nature
as polluted by sin. We need to see God’s
salvation as an act of grace because
no part of us is free of sin’s depravity.
When salvation of the whole man is
wholly of God, it does more than fill a
partial need and then send us on our
way. God’s grace to man regenerates his
whole being. It makes his body a temple
of the Holy Spirit; it makes his mind
conform to the righteousness of God;
it gives his soul a resting place in the
purposes of God. God’s salvation does
not fill a partial need; it gives our life
meaning, purpose, and hope.
God created man as a whole, a unified being. Man’s problem is not his created nature; it is his fallen moral state.

Faith for All of Life
In Christ, men are restored to their
calling as image-bearers of God. Man is
regenerated to serve God by the power
of His Spirit, who dwells in the whole
man, not a part of him.
The Greek view that has long
infected Christian thought still leaves
the Christian a metaphysical mess. The
Scriptural view sees God, by grace,
rescuing and restoring His image-bearer.
This is why He calls it our new birth
and us His new creatures. We are recalled to our created purpose. Scripture
emphasizes obedience, faithfulness, and
righteousness, because the redeemed
man who is submissive to God is closest
to his created purpose.
Man does not have a divided,
conflicted nature; he has a sin nature.
Our depravity is not partial; it is total.
Our need for God is not as a resource;
it is as a Savior. We do not come to God
because we have to fill a need; we need
God’s grace to us. God saves men and
works in every part of their beings to
conform them to His will. At the final
Judgment we shall enter, resurrected
body, sinless mind, and eternal soul,
into the place He has prepared for us. CR
Blumenfeld, Review… cont. from page 25

physical health of their children.
A word about the author: Bruce N.
Shortt attended public schools through
12th grade. His mother was a public
school nurse and both his grandmothers were public school teachers. He is a
graduate of Harvard Law School, has
a Ph.D. from Stanford University, and
was a Fulbright Scholar. He serves on
the board of directors for the Houston
Ebony Music Society and the Exodus
Mandate. He is a member of North
Oaks Baptist Church and currently
practices law in Houston, where he
resides with his wife and their homeschooled sons. CR
Samuel L. Blumenfeld is the author of

eight books on education, including NEA:
Trojan Horse in American Education, How to
Tutor, Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for Beginning
Readers, and Homeschooling: A Parents Guide
to Teaching Children. All of these books are
available on Amazon.com or by calling
208-322-4440.
1. Everson provided the “wall of separation
between church and state” language that has
been used to secularize government schools
and erase any sign of Christianity from these
institutions.

Discover the Biblical Key
to Financial Dominion

Rogers, Metaphysics… cont. from page 26

distinction is never blurred; it is always
maintained. This distinction is not
blurred when it comes to the cosmos,
for the universe is not seen as eternal, or
as having any of the other incommunicable attributes of God. It is not blurred
when it comes to God’s dealings with
men, for this gap is not bridged metaphysically, but by way of covenant. It is
not even blurred when the Lord Jesus
Christ takes a human nature in order to
save sinners, for although His human
nature is united with His divine nature,
these two natures are never confused or
co-mingled with each other. CR
Anthony Rogers is currently a student at
Christ College and attends Grace Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, pastored by Rev.
Richard Knodel. After graduation, he plans
to pursue a Master of Apologetics degree
from Bahnsen Theological Seminary and
vocational goals of teaching, writing and
debating. He and his wife, Janis, have two
children. Anthony may be contacted at
smprparatus@aol.com.
1. Thomas A. Thomas, A Reason for the
Hope: Be Ready Always To Give An Answer
(Rochester, NY: Backus Books), 59-60.

Making Sense
of Your Dollars:
A Biblical
Approach to
Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the
creation and use of wealth in their Biblical
context. Debt has put the economies of
nations and individuals in dangerous
straits. This book discusses why a
business is the best investment, as well
as the issues of debt avoidance and
insurance. Wealth is a tool for dominion
men to use as faithful stewards.
Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00
$10.00 Special Year-end Pricing!

Movie Reviews

by Brian Godawa
Visit www.Chalcedon.edu to
view weekly movie reviews by
Hollywood screenwriter
Brian Godawa.
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Classifieds
BOOK ONCE AGAIN AVAILABLE How to Become
a Millionaire in Christian Education by Ellsworth E.
McIntyre. Only $10 plus $3.00 (U.S.) for postage
& handling. Volume discounts available to distribute
copies at your church. (revmac@mindspring.com for
prices) Nicene Press, 5524 19th Ct., SW, Naples, FL
34116.
CHALCEDON NOW has a student question booklet with a separate teacher answer booklet for use with
R. J. Rushdoony’s “American History to 1865” tape
series. Both are available for $5.00 postpaid from
Chalcedon.
SINGLE MEN and women and young families
wanted for 3 yr. apprenticeship program. Learn how
to start, own, and operate your own Christian school.
Salary, housing, and medical benefits while learning.
Free tuition toward undergraduate or graduate degree.
Contact Dr. Ellsworth McIntyre, Grace Community
Schools, 5524 19th Ct., SW, Naples, FL 34116.
Phone: 239-455-9900 or 239-352-6340 or
email: revmac@mindspring.com.

CHRIST CHURCH PRESBYTERIAN: Christ-centered worship and living as covenant keepers in covenant community. Close to Birmingham AL. Contact
Ted Phillips 205-629-5486 phillipstribe@alltel.net.
P.O. Box 812, Odenville, AL 35120.
ZARATHUSTRA AND THE BIBLE: 64 pages of
printed notes. mpappie@msn.com
GOD DOES EXIST! NEW PRESUPPOSITIONAL APOLOGETIC BOOK - simple ways to refute
Atheism, False Religions, Evolution, & Vain Philosophy Send $25.00 to Puritan Presuppositional Press
3157 N. Rainbow #543 Las Vegas, NV 89108
LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA: ORGANIZING A
CONFESSIONAL AND REFORMED CHURCH
committed to the comprehensive gospel of Christ.
Contact Roger Schultz (rschultz@liberty.edu).

Get the materials
you’re looking for.

JOE MORECRAFT and Henry Johnson of the
RPCUS are teaching lessons in the Catechism
in Knoxville, TN. For more information,
call 865-924-9618.

Now you can search the entire
Chalcedon and Ross House
catalog of books, monographs,
audio tapes, and videos anytime
you want to. Our convenient,
secureshopping cart makes
ordering simple and safe.
Visit often to find out about
updates and new releases.

REFORMATION CHURCH - OPC Reformed
preaching, All of the Word for all of life S. Denver,
CO 303-520-8814.

www.MyMonthlyIncome.com :Earn from Home.
Contact Eugene Clingman at web site or phone
866-655-4356.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED in a free portfolio
review, or a discussion regarding your various financial and estate conservation objectives, please contact
DAVID L. BAHNSEN, Financial Advisor at UBS
Financial Services at 949-717-3917, or by email at
David.Bahnsen@ubs.com. UBS is not a tax or legal
advisor.

JJPRCC. A look at culture and politics from an
Americanist perspective. www.jprcc.org

CHALCEDON WANTS to develop a list of
churches, home churches, and Bible studies sympathetic to our position and objectives so we can share
this information with those who call. If you would
like your group to be on our list send the name
of the contact person, their email, phone number,
the town and state of the group to Susan Burns at
chalcedon@adelphia.net.
PEORIA ILLINOIS AREA Providence Family of
Faith church is Proclaiming the Crown Rights of
King Jesus through Confessional Instruction (WCF),
Family Discipleship (NCFIC), and Covenantal
Worship in a Loving Community that is Home
Education Supportive. Contact 309-387-2600, or
pridajan@aol.com www.ProvidenceFamilyofFaith.org.
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WATKINS ASSOCIATES NEEDED! Visit
www.tsginfo.com (enter code MR6296) or call
Monika, (510) 749-4875
BRINGING PURPOSE, PRINCIPLES, AND
PASSION TO THE BUSINESS OF GROWTH.
www.paross.com or 877.805.0676.

www.chalcedonstore.com

Advertising in the Chalcedon
Report means focus for your
ministry, product or service.
You’ll be able to reach
thousands of individuals
with a similar worldview.
Contact us today for pricing
and guidelines.
email: chris@chalcedon.edu
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Resources for Reinforcing
Your Christian World
and Life View
Chariots of Prophetic Fire:
Studies in Elijah and Elisha
By R. J. Rushdoony. See how close Israel’s
religious failure resembles our own! Read this
to see how the modern Christian is again guilty
of Baal worship, of how inflation-fed prosperity
caused a loosening of morals, syncretism and
a decline in educational performance.
As in the days of Elijah and Elisha, it is once
again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil
and condemn those who do not. This book
will challenge you to resist compromise and the temptation of
expediency. It will help you take a stand by faith for God’s truth in a
culture of falsehoods.
Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00 $26.00
The Victims of Dick and Jane
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most
effective critic of public education shows us
how America’s public schools were remade
by educators who used curriculum to create
citizens suitable for their own vision of a
utopian socialist society. This collection of
essays will show you how and why America’s
public education declined. You will see the
educator-engineered decline of reading skills.
The author describes the causes for the decline
and the way back to competent education methodologies that will
result in a self-educated, competent, and freedom-loving populace.

Save
20%

thru Jan. 14, 2005

Thine is the Kingdom:
A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
Edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. Israel’s
misunderstanding of eschatology
eventually destroyed her by leading her
to reject the Messiah and the coming of
the Kingdom of Heaven. Likewise, false
eschatological speculation is destroying
the church today, by leading her to
neglect her Christian calling and to
set forth false expectations. In this volume, edited by Kenneth L.
Gentry, Jr., the reader is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis
of key Scripture passages, theological reflection on important
doctrinal issues, and practical application for faithful Christian
living.
Thine is the Kingdom lays the scriptural foundation for a Biblicallybased, hope-filled postmillennial eschatology, while showing
what it means to be postmillennial in the real world. The book
is both an introduction to and defense of the eschatology of
victory. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A. Mathison,
William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and Kenneth L. Gentry,
Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the faith Benjamin B. Warfield
and J.A. Alexander. This work should prove immensely helpful for
understanding and defending the postmillennial hope. It should
also enliven our prayer to God as we faithfully pray: “Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven…. thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”
Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00 $17.00

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00 $17.00

Save 20% On Most Titles Thru Jan. 14, 2005!

S P E C I A L YE A R - E N D P R I C I N G
Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of
Satan and the Inflationary State
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published
under the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees
why envy often causes the most successful and
advanced members of society to be deemed
criminals. The reader is shown how envious
man finds any superiority in others intolerable
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling.
The author uncovers the larceny in the heart of
man and its results. See how class warfare and a social order based
on conflict lead to disaster. This book is essential reading for an
understanding of the moral crisis of modern economics and the only
certain long-term cure.
Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00 $14.00
A Conquering Faith
By William O. Einwechter. This monograph
takes on the doctrinal defection of today’s
church by providing Christians with an
introductory treatment of six vital areas of
Christian doctrine: God’s sovereignty, Christ’s
Lordship, God’s law, the authority of Scripture,
the dominion mandate, and the victory of
Christ and His church in history. This easyto-read booklet is a welcome antidote to the
humanistic theology of the 21st century church.
Booklet, 44 pages, $8.00
The Word of Flux: Modern Man and the
Problem of Knowledge
By R.J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a
problem with knowledge. He cannot accept
God’s Word about the world or anything
else, so anything which points to God
must be called into question. Man, once he
makes himself ultimate, is unable to know
anything but himself. Because of this impass,
modern thinking has become progressively
pragmatic. This book will lead the reader to understand that this
problem of knowledge underlies the isolation and self-torment of
modern man. Can you know anything if you reject God and His
revelation? This book takes the reader into the heart of modern man’s
intellectual dilemma.

To Be As God: A Study of
Modern Thought Since the
Marquis De Sade
By R.J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is
a series of essays on the influential thinkers
and ideas in modern times. The author begins
with De Sade, who self-consciously broke
with any Christian basis for morality and law.
Enlightenment thinking began with nature as
the only reality, and Christianity was reduced
to one option among many. It was then, in
turn, attacked as anti-democratic and anti-freedom for its dogmatic
assertion of the supernatural. Literary figures such as Shelly, Byron,
Whitman, and more are also examined, for the Enlightenment
presented both the intellectual and the artist as replacement for the
theologian and his church. Ideas, such as “the spirit of the age,” truth,
reason, Romanticism, persona, and Gnosticism are related to the
desire to negate God and Christian ethics. Reading this book will
help you understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.
Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00 $17.00
Predestination in Light of the Cross
By John B. King, Jr. This book is a thorough
presentation of the Biblical doctrine of
absolute predestination from both the
dogmatic and systematic perspectives.
The author defends predestination from
the perspective of Martin Luther, showing
he was as vigorously predestinarian
as John Calvin. At the same time,
the author provides a compellingly
systematic theological understanding of
predestination. This book will give the reader a fuller understanding
of the sovereignty of God.
Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00 $19.00

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00 $15.00

Save 20% On Most Titles Thru Jan. 14, 2005!

S P E C I A L YE A R - E N D P R I C I N G
biblical law
The Institute of Biblical Law
(In three volumes, by R.J. Rushdoony)
Volume I
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God,
whereas its rejection is to claim dominion on man’s
terms. The general principles (commandments)
of the law are discussed as well as their specific
applications (case law) in Scripture. Many consider
this to be the author’s most important work.
Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $45.00 $36.00

Volume II, Law and Society
The relationship of Biblical Law to communion
and community, the sociology of the Sabbath,
the family and inheritance, and much more
are covered in the second volume. Contains an
appendix by Herbert Titus.

The Ten Commandments Video Series
VHS Series. Ethics remains at the center of
discussion in sports, entertainment, politics
and education as our culture searches for a
comprehensive standard to guide itself through
the darkness of the modern age. Very few consider
the Bible as the rule of conduct, and God has been
marginalized by the pluralism of our society.
This 12-part video collection contains an indepth interview with the late Dr. R.J. Rushdoony
on the application of God’s law to our modern
world. Each commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony
challenges the humanistic remedies that have obviously failed.
Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in the Bible, can the
standard for righteous living be found. Rushdoony silences the critics
of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as the
consequences of disobedience to God’s Word.
In a world craving answers, THE TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR
TODAY provides an effective and coherent solution — one that is
guaranteed success. Includes 12 segments: an introduction, one
segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00 $28.00

A boxed set of 3 VHS tapes, $45.00 $36.00

Volume III, The Intent of the Law
“God’s law is much more than a legal code; it
is a covenantal law. It establishes a personal
relationship between God and man.” The first
section summarizes the case laws. The author
tenderly illustrates how the law is for our good, and
makes clear the difference between the sacrificial
laws and those that apply today. The second section
vividly shows the practical implications of the law.
The examples catch the reader’s attention; the author clearly has had
much experience discussing God’s law. The third section shows that
would-be challengers to God’s law produce only poison and death.
Only God’s law can claim to express God’s “covenant grace in
helping us.”

Law and Liberty
By R.J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas
of life from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life
must be brought under the dominion of Christ and the
government of God’s Word.
Paperback, 152 pages, $5.00

In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law
over the life of man and society.
Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00 $20.00
Or, buy Volumes 1 and 2 and receive Volume 3 for FREE!

The World Under God’s Law
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Five areas of
life are considered in the light of Biblical Lawthe home, the church, government, economics,
and the school.
5 cassette tapes, RR418ST-5, $15.00

Save 20% On Most Titles Thru Jan. 14, 2005!

S P E C I A L YE A R - E N D P R I C I N G
education
The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R.J. Rushdoony. The Christian School
represents a break with humanistic education, but,
too often, in leaving the state school, the Christian
educator has carried the state’s humanism with
him. A curriculum is not neutral: it is either a
course in humanism or training in a God-centered
faith and life. The liberal arts curriculum means
literally that course which trains students in
the arts of freedom. This raises the key question: is freedom in
and of man or Christ? The Christian art of freedom, that is, the
Christian liberal arts curriculum, is emphatically not the same as the
humanistic one. It is urgently necessary for Christian educators to
rethink the meaning and nature of the curriculum.
Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00 $13.00
Intellectual Schizophrenia
By R.J. Rushdoony. When this brilliant and
prophetic book was first published in 1961, the
Christian homeschool movement was years
away and even Christian day schools were hardly
considered a viable educational alternative.
But this book and the author’s later Messianic
Character of American Education were a
resolute call to arms for Christian’s to get their
children out of the pagan public schools and
provide them with a genuine Christian education. Dr. Rushdoony
had predicted that the humanist system, based on anti-Christian
premises of the Enlightenment, could only get worse. Rushdoony was
indeed a prophet. He knew that education divorced from God and
from all transcendental standards would produce the educational
disaster and moral barbarism we have today. The title of this book
is particularly significant in that Dr. Rushdoony was able to identify
the basic contradiction that pervades a secular society that rejects
God’s sovereignty but still needs law and order, justice, science, and
meaning to life. As Dr. Rushdoony writes, “there is no law, no society,
no justice, no structure, no design, no meaning apart from God.” And
so, modern man has become schizophrenic because of his rebellion
against God.

The Messianic Character of American
Education
By R.J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s study tells us
an important part of American history: exactly
what has public education been trying to
accomplish? Before the 1830s and Horace Mann,
no schools in the U.S. were state supported or
state controlled. They were local, parent-teacher
enterprises, supported without taxes, and taking
care of all children. They were remarkably high in standard and were
Christian. From Mann to the present, the state has used education to
socialize the child. The school’s basic purpose, according to its own
philosophers, is not education in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s.
Instead, it is to promote “democracy” and “equality,” not in their legal
or civic sense, but in terms of the engineering of a socialized citizenry.
Public education became the means of creating a social order of
the educator’s design. Such men saw themselves and the school
in messianic terms. This book was instrumental in launching the
Christian school and homeschool movements.
Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00 $16.00
Mathematics: Is God Silent?
By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the
prevailing understanding and teaching of math.
The addition of this book is a must for all upperlevel Christian school curricula and for college
students and adults interested in math or related
fields of science and religion. It will serve as a
solid refutation for the claim, often made in court,
that mathematics is one subject, which cannot be
taught from a distinctively Biblical perspective.
Revised and enlarged 2001 edition,
Paperback, 408 pages, $22.00 $17.00
The Foundations of Christian Scholarship
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing
the implications and meaning of the philosophy
of Dr. Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The
chapters explore the implications of Biblical faith
for a variety of disciplines.
Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00 $19.00

Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00 $13.00
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american history & the constitution
American History to 1865
Tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. These
tapes are the most theologically complete
assessment of early American history
available, yet retain a clarity and vividness
of expression that make them ideal
for students. Rev. Rushdoony reveals
a foundation of American History of
philosophical and theological substance.
He describes not just the facts of history,
but the leading motives and movements
in terms of the thinking of the day. Though this series does not extend
beyond 1865, that year marked the beginning of the secular attempts
to rewrite history. There can be no understanding of American
History without an understanding of the ideas which undergirded its
founding and growth. Set includes 18 tapes, student questions, and
teacher’s answer key in album.
18 tapes in album, RR144ST-18,
Set of “American History to 1865”, $90.00 $72.00
Tape 1 1.
2.
Tape 2 3.
4.
Tape 3 5.
6.
Tape 4
Tape 5
Tape 6
Tape 7
Tape 8
Tape 9
Tape 10
Tape 11
Tape 12
Tape 13
Tape 14
Tape 15

Motives of Discovery & Exploration I
Motives of Discovery & Exploration II
Mercantilism
Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
The Fairfax Resolves 9-24
The Declaration of Independence &
Articles of Confederation
7. George Washington: A Biographical Sketch
8. The U. S. Constitution, I
9. The U. S. Constitution, II
10. De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society
11. Voluntary Associations & the Tithe
12. Eschatology & History
13. Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
14. The Tyranny of the Majority
15. De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
16. The Federalist Administrations
17. The Voluntary Church, I
18. The Voluntary Church, II
19. The Jefferson Administration,
the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
20. Religious Voluntarism on the Frontier, I
21. Religious Voluntarism on the Frontier, II
22. The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
23. Voluntarism & Social Reform
24. Voluntarism & Politics
25. Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of
Political Voluntarism
26. Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
27. The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
28. De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
29. De Toqueville on Equality & Individualism
30. Manifest Destiny

Tape 16 31. The Coming of the Civil War
32. De Toqueville on the Family
Tape 17 33. De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
34. The Interpretation of History, I
Tape 18 35. The Interpretation of History, II

This Independent Republic
By Rousas John Rushdoony. First published in 1964,
this series of essays gives important insight into
American history by one who could trace American
development in terms of the Christian ideas which
gave it direction.
These essays will greatly alter your understanding
of, and appreciation for, American history. Topics
discussed include: the legal issues behind the War
of Independence; sovereignty as a theological
tenet foreign to colonial political thought and the Constitution; the
desire for land as a consequence of the belief in “inheriting the land”
as a future blessing, not an immediate economic asset; federalism’s
localism as an inheritance of feudalism; the local control of property
as a guarantee of liberty; why federal elections were long considered
of less importance than local politics; how early American ideas
attributed to democratic thought were based on religious ideals of
communion and community; and the absurdity of a mathematical
concept of equality being applied to people.
Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00 $13.00
The Nature of the American System
By R.J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965,
these essays were a continuation of the author’s
previous work, This Independent Republic, and
examine the interpretations and concepts which
have attempted to remake and rewrite America’s
past and present. “The writing of history then,
because man is neither autonomous, objective
nor ultimately creative, is always in terms of a
framework, a philosophical and ultimately religious framework in
the mind of the historian…. To the orthodox Christian, the shabby
incarnations of the reigning historiographies are both absurd and
offensive. They are idols, and he is forbidden to bow down to them
and must indeed wage war against them.”
Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00 $14.00
Retreat From Liberty
A tape set by R.J. Rushdoony. 3 lessons on
“The American Indian,”“A Return to Slavery,”
and “The United Nations – A Religious
Dream.”
3 cassette tapes, RR251ST-3, $9.00
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The Influence of Historic Christianity on
Early America
By Archie P. Jones. Early America was founded
upon the deep, extensive influence of Christianity
inherited from the medieval period and the
Protestant Reformation. That priceless heritage
was not limited to the narrow confines of
the personal life of the individual, nor to the
ecclesiastical structure. Christianity positively
and predominately (though not perfectly) shaped culture, education,
science, literature, legal thought, legal education, political thought, law,
politics, charity, and missions.
Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00
The Future of the Conservative Movement
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Future of the
Conservative Movement explores the history,
accomplishments and decline of the conservative
movement, and lays the foundation for a viable
substitute to today’s compromising, floundering
conservatism.
Because the conservative movement, despite its
many sound features (including anti-statism and anti-Communism),
was not anchored in an unchangeable standard, it eventually was
hijacked from within and transformed into a scaled-down version of
the very liberalism it was originally calculated to combat.

world history
A Christian Survey of World
History
12 cassettes with notes, questions,
and answer key
in an attractive album
By R.J. Rushdoony. From tape 3:
“Can you see why a knowledge
of history is important—so that
we can see the issues as our Lord
presented them against the whole
backboard of history and to see the
battle as it is again lining up? Because again we have the tragic view
of ancient Greece; again we have the Persian view—tolerate both
good and evil; again we have the Assyrian-Babylonian-Egyptian
view of chaos as the source of regeneration. And we must therefore
again find our personal and societal regeneration in Jesus Christ and
His Word—all things must be made new in terms of His Word.”
Twelve taped lessons give an overview of history from ancient times
to the 20th century as only Rev. Rushdoony could. Text includes
fifteen chapters of class notes covering ancient history through the
Reformation. Text also includes review questions covering the tapes
and questions for thought and discussion. Album includes 12 tapes,
notes, and answer key.

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

12 tapes in album, RR160ST-12, Set of “A Christian Survey of
World History”, $75.00 $60.00

The United States: A Christian Republic
By R.J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern myth that the
United States was founded by deists or humanists bent on creating a
secular republic.

Tape 1
Tape 2
Tape 3
Tape 4
Tape 5

Pamphlet, 7 pages, $1.00
Biblical Faith and American History
By R.J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the neoplatonic view of
religion that dominated the medieval church. The Puritans and other
groups saw Scripture as guidance for every area of life because they
viewed its author as the infallible Sovereign over every area. America’s
fall into Arminianism and revivalism, however, was a return to the
neoplatonic error that transferred the world from Christ’s shoulders to
man’s. The author saw a revival ahead in Biblical faith.

Tape 6
Tape 7
Tape 8
Tape 9
Tape 10
Tape 11
Tape 12

1. Time and History: Why History is Important
2. Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East
3. Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
4. The Roman Republic and Empire
5. The Early Church
6. Byzantium
7. Islam
8. The Frontier Age
9. New Humanism or Medieval Period
10. The Reformation
11. Wars of Religion – So Called
12. The Thirty Years War
13. France: Louis XIV through Napoleon
14. England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria
15. 20th Century: The Intellectual – Scientific Elite

Pamphlet, 12 pages, $1.00
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The Biblical Philosophy of History
By R.J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine
of creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time
rests on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal
decree of God. Time and history therefore have
meaning because they were created in terms of
God’s perfect and totally comprehensive plan. The
humanist faces a meaningless world in which he
must strive to create and establish meaning. The Christian accepts
a world which is totally meaningful and in which every event moves
in terms of God’s purpose; he submits to God’s meaning and finds
his life therein. This is an excellent introduction to Rushdoony. Once
the reader sees Rushdoony’s emphasis on God’s sovereignty over
all of time and creation, he will understand his application of this
presupposition in various spheres of life and thought.
Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00 $18.00
James I: The Fool as King
By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about
one of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked
against the faith from within. This is a major
historical work and marvelous reading.
Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00 $16.00
Christian Reconstruction in England
A cassette tape series by R.J. Rushdoony,
previously released as English History examines
the impact of John Wycliffe, Richard III, Oliver
Cromwell, and John Milton on English history.
5 cassette tapes, RR135ST-5, $15.00

church history
The “Atheism” of the Early Church
By Rousas John Rushdoony. Early Christians were
called “heretics” and “atheists” when they denied
the gods of Rome, in particular the divinity of
the emperor and the statism he embodied in his
personality cult. These Christians knew that Jesus
Christ, not the state, was their Lord and that this
faith required a different kind of relationship to
the state than the state demanded. Because Jesus
Christ was their acknowledged Sovereign, they consciously denied
such esteem to all other claimants. Today the church must take a
similar stand before the modern state.

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in
the Creeds and Councils of the Early Church
By R.J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a
creed, on a concept of life and law, and represents
a religion in action. The basic faith of a society
means growth in terms of that faith. Now the
creeds and councils of the early church, in
hammering out definitions of doctrines, were also
laying down the foundations of Christendom with
them. The life of a society is its creed; a dying creed faces desertion
or subversion readily. Because of its indifference to its creedal basis in
Biblical Christianity, western civilization is today facing death and is
in a life and death struggle with humanism.
Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00 $13.00

philosophy
The Death of Meaning
By Rousas John Rushdoony. For centuries on end,
humanistic philosophers have produced endless
books and treatises which attempt to explain
reality without God or the mediatory work of His
Son, Jesus Christ. Modern philosophy has sought
to explain man and his thought process without
acknowledging God, His Revelation, or man’s sin.
God holds all such efforts in derision and subjects
their authors and adherents to futility. Philosophers who rebel
against God are compelled to abandon meaning itself, for they possess
neither the tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of darkness
championed by philosophers past and present need to be exposed
and reproved.
In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates each major
philosopher’s position and its implications, identifies the intellectual
and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces the
dead-end to which each naturally leads. There is only one foundation.
Without Christ, meaning and morality are anchored to shifting sand,
and a counsel of despair prevails. This penetrating yet brief volume
provides clear guidance, even for laymen unfamiliar with philosophy.
Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00 $14.00

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00 $10.00
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By What Standard?
By R.J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the
problems of Christian philosophy. It focuses on
the philosophical system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til,
which in turn is founded upon the presuppositions
of an infallible revelation in the Bible and the
necessity of Christian theology for all philosophy.
This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on
philosophy.
Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00 $13.00
The One and the Many
By R.J. Rushdoony. Subtitled Studies in the
Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy, this work
discusses the problem of understanding unity
vs. particularity, oneness vs. individuality.
“Whether recognized or not, every argument and
every theological, philosophical, political, or any
other exposition is based on a presupposition
about man, God, and society—about reality.
This presupposition rules and determines the
conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such basic
presupposition is with reference to the one and the many.” The author
finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.
Paperback, 375 pages, index, $15.00 $12.00
The Flight from Humanity
By R.J. Rushdoony. Subtitled A Study of the Effect of
Neoplatonism on Christianity.
Neoplatonism is a Greek philosophical assumption
about the world. It views that which is form or
spirit (such as mind) as good and that which is
physical (flesh) as evil. But Scripture says all of
man fell into sin, not just his flesh. The first sin was
the desire to be as god, determining good and evil
apart from God (Gen. 3:5). Neoplatonism presents
man’s dilemma as a metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents it
as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on this false Neoplatonic idea
will always shift the faith from the Biblical perspective. The ascetic
quest sought to take refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address
the reality of sins of the heart and mind. In the name of humility,
the ascetics manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of
spirituality entered the church and is the basis of some chronic
problems in Western civilization.
Paperback, 66 pages, $5.00

Humanism, the Deadly Deception
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Six lessons
present humanism as a religious faith of sinful
men. Humanistic views of morality and law are
contrasted with the Christian view of faith and
providence.
3 cassette tapes, RR137ST-3, $9.00
Epistemology: How Do We Know?
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Eleven
lessons on the discipline largely ignored by
the modern thinker. Learn how philosophers
such as Descartes and Camus changed
modern thought. See how circular reasoning
is an unavoidable fact of man’s creaturehood. Understand how
modern man is increasingly irrational, as witness the “death of god”
movement. This is a good companion set to the author’s book, The
Word of Flux.
4 cassette tapes, RR101ST-4, $12.00
A History of Modern Philosophy
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Nine lessons
trace modern thought. Hear a Christian critique
of Descartes, Berkeley, Kant, Hegel, Marx, Sade,
and Genet. Learn how modern philosophy has
been used to deny a Christian world-view and
propose a new order, a new morality, and a new man.
8 cassette tapes, RR261ST-8, $21.00 $17.00

psychology
Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R.J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve
Schlissel: “Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of
liberty for all who remain oppressed by Christian
leaders who wrongfully lord it over the souls of
God’s righteous ones.… I pray that the entire
book will not only instruct you in the method
and content of a Biblical worldview, but actually
bring you further into the glorious freedom of
the children of God. Those who walk in wisdom’s
ways become immune to the politics of guilt and pity.”
Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00 $16.00
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Revolt Against Maturity
By. R.J. Rushdoony. This is a study of the Biblical
doctrine of psychology. The Biblical view sees
psychology as a branch of theology dealing
with man as a fallen creature marked by a revolt
against maturity.
Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00 $14.00

science
The Mythology of Science
By R.J. Rushdoony. This book points out the
fraud of the empirical claims of much modern
science since Charles Darwin. This book is about
the religious nature of evolutionary thought,
how these religious presuppositions underlie
our modern intellectual paradigm, and how
they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions
and disciplines far removed from the empirical
sciences. The “mythology” of modern science is its religious devotion
to the myth of evolution. Evolution “so expresses or coincides
with the contemporary spirit that its often radical contradictions
and absurdities are never apparent, in that they express the basic
presuppositions, however untenable, of everyday life and thought.” In
evolution, man is the highest expression of intelligence and reason,
and such thinking will not yield itself to submission to a God it views
as a human cultural creation, useful, if at all, only in a cultural context.
The basis of science and all other thought will ultimately be found in
a higher ethical and philosophical context; whether or not this is seen
as religious does not change the nature of that context. “Part of the
mythology of modern evolutionary science is its failure to admit that
it is a faith-based paradigm.”
Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00 $14.00
Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and
Meaning of Life
By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of
major importance as a critique of scientific theory,
evolution, and contemporary nihilism in scientific
thought. Dr. Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late
Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and head of the Dooyeweerd
Foundation, applies the insights of Dooyeweerd’s
thinking to the realm of science. Animism and
humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.
Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00 $11.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A
Presuppositional Defense of Literal Six-Day
Creation, this symposium by thirteen authors
is a direct frontal assault on all waffling views
of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many
respectability-hungry Calvinists, and it throws
down the gauntlet to all who believe they can
maintain a consistent view of Biblical infallibility while abandoning
literal, six-day creation. It is a must reading for all who are observing
closely the gradual defection of many allegedly conservative churches
and denominations, or who simply want a greater grasp of an
orthodox, God-honoring view of the Bible.
Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00 $14.00

economics
Making Sense of Your Dollars:
A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and
use of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has
put the economies of nations and individuals
in dangerous straits. This book discusses why
a business is the best investment, as well as the
issues of debt avoidance and insurance. Wealth
is a tool for dominion men to use as faithful
stewards.
Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00 $10.00
Christianity and Capitalism
By R.J. Rushdoony. In a simple, straightforward style, the Christian
case for capitalism is presented. Capital, in the form of individual and
family property, is protected in Scripture and is necessary for liberty.
Pamphlet, 8 pages, $1.00
A Christian View of Vocation:
The Glory of the Mundane
By Terry Applegate. To many Christians, business
is a “dirty” occupation fit only for greedy,
manipulative unbelievers. The author, a successful
Christian businessman, explodes this myth in this
hard-hitting title.
Pamphlet, 12 pages, $1.00

Save 20% On Most Titles Thru Jan. 14, 2005!

S P E C I A L YE A R - E N D P R I C I N G
biblical studies
Genesis, Volume I of Commentaries on the
Pentateuch
By Rousas John Rushdoony. Genesis begins the
Bible, and is foundational to it. In recent years, it
has become commonplace for both humanists and
churchmen to sneer at anyone who takes Genesis
1-11 as historical. Yet to believe in the myth of
evolution is to accept trillions of miracles to
account for our cosmos. Spontaneous generation,
the development of something out of nothing, and the blind belief
in the miraculous powers of chance, require tremendous faith.
Darwinism is irrationality and insanity compounded. Theology
without literal six-day creationism becomes alien to the God of
Scripture because it turns from the God Who acts and Whose Word
is the creative word and the word of power, to a belief in process as
god. The god of the non-creationists is the creation of man and a
figment of their imagination. They must play games with the Bible
to vindicate their position. Evolution is both naive and irrational. Its
adherents violate the scientific canons they profess by their fanatical
and intolerant belief. The entire book of Genesis is basic to Biblical
theology. The church needs to re-study it to recognize its centrality.
Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00 $36.00
The Gospel of John
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this commentary the
author maps out the glorious gospel of John,
starting from the obvious parallel to Genesis 1
(“In the beginning was the Word”) and through
to the glorious conclusion of Christ’s death
and resurrection. Nothing more clearly reveals
the gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His
resurrection. They tell us that Jesus Christ has
destroyed the power of sin and death. John
therefore deliberately limits the number of miracles he reports
in order to point to and concentrate on our Lord’s death and
resurrection. The Jesus of history is He who made atonement for
us, died, and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart
from this, nor can we know His history in any other light. This is why
John’s “testimony is true,” and, while books filling the earth could not
contain all that could be said, the testimony given by John is “faithful.”

Companion tape series to The Gospel of John
A cassette series by R.J. Rushdoony. Seventy
sermons cover John’s entire gospel and parallel
the chapters in the author’s commentary, The
Gospel of John, making this a valuable group
Bible study series.
39 cassette tapes, RR197ST-39, $108.00 $86.00
Romans and Galatians
By R.J. Rushdoony. From the author’s
introduction: “I do not disagree with
the liberating power of the Reformation
interpretation, but I believe that it provides
simply the beginning of our understanding of
Romans, not its conclusion....
The great problem in the church’s interpretation
of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical
orientation, as though God speaks only to the
church, and commands only the church. The Lord God speaks in
and through His Word to the whole man, to every man, and to every
area of life and thought…. To assume that the Triune Creator of all
things is in His word and person only relevant to the church is to
deny His Lordship or sovereignty.
If we turn loose the whole Word of God onto the church and the
world, we shall see with joy its power and glory. This is the purpose of
my brief comments on Romans.”
Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00 $19.00
Companion tape series to Romans and Galatians
Romans - “Living by Faith”
A cassette series by R.J. Rushdoony. Sixty-three
sermons on Paul’s epistle. Use as group Bible
study with Romans and Galatians.
32 cassette tapes, RR414 ST-32, $96.00 $77.00
Galatians - “Living by Faith”
A cassette series by R.J. Rushdoony. These nineteen sermons
completed his study and commentary.
10 cassette tapes, RR415ST-10, $30.00 $24.00

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00 $21.00
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Hebrews, James and Jude
By R.J. Rushdoony. There is a resounding call
in Hebrews, which we cannot forget without
going astray: “Let us go forth therefore unto him
without the camp, bearing his reproach” (13:13).
This is a summons to serve Christ the RedeemerKing fully and faithfully, without compromise.

25 lessons. 13 cassette tapes, RR416ST-13, $39.00 $31.00

When James, in his epistle, says that faith without
works is dead, he tells us that faith is not a mere matter of words,
but it is of necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled”
requires Christian charity and action. Anything short of this
is a self-delusion. James’s letter is a corrective the church
needs badly.

Exegetical Sermon Series by Rev. Mark R. Rushdoony

Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic commission,
“Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us
of the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the
inescapable triumph of the Kingdom of God.
Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00 $24.00
Companion tape series to Hebrews, James and Jude
Hebrew and James - “The True Mediator”
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. 48 lessons
Hebrews and James.
26 cassette tapes, RR198ST-26, $75.00 $60.00
Jude - “Enemies in the Church”
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. 4 lessons on Jude by R.J. Rushdoony.
2 cassette tapes, RR400ST-2, $9.00
More Exegetical Tape Series by Rev. R.J. Rushdoony
Exodus - “Unity of Law and Grace”
125 lessons. 70 cassette tapes, RR171ST-70, $195.00 $155.00
Leviticus - “The Law of Holiness and Grace”
79 lessons. 40 cassette tapes, RR172ST-40, $120.00 $96.00
Numbers - “Faith, Law and History”
63 lessons. 38 cassette tapes, RR181ST-38, $102.00 $82.00
Deuteronomy - “The Law and the Family”
110 lessons. 63 cassette tapes, RR187ST-63, $168.00 $134.00
The Sermon on the Mount
25 lessons. 13 cassette tapes, RR412ST-13, $39.00 $31.00

I John
15 lessons on the first epistle of John, plus a bonus lesson on the
incarnation. Rev. Rushdoony passed away before he could complete
this, his last sermon series.
16 lessons. 8 cassette tapes, RR419ST-8, $24.00 $19.00

Galatians - “Heresy in Galatia”
10 lessons. 5 cassette tapes, MR100ST-5, $15.00
Ephesians – “Partakers of God’s Promise”
24 lessons. 12 cassette tapes, MR108ST-12, $36.00 $29.00
Colossians - “The Sufficiency of Christ”
10 lessons. 5 cassette tapes, MR101ST-5, $15.00
I Timothy – “Right Doctrine and Practice”
27 lessons. 14 cassette tapes, MR102ST-14, $42.00 $34.00
II Timothy – “Faithfulness and Diligence”
14 lessons. 7 cassette tapes, MR106ST-7, $21.00
Titus – “Speak with All Authority”
11 lessons. 6 cassette tapes, MR105ST-6, $18.00
Philemon – “For My Son, Onesimus”
4 lessons. 2 cassette tapes, MR107ST-2, $6.00
“Doers of the Word” - Sermons in James
7 lessons. 4 cassette tapes, MR104ST-4, $12.00

theology
Systematic Theology
(in two volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs
in the pulpit, the school, the workplace,
the family and everywhere. Society as
a whole is weakened when theology
is neglected. Without a systematic
application of theology, too often people
approach the Bible with a smorgasbord
mentality, picking and choosing that which pleases
them. This two-volume set addresses this subject in order to assist in
the application of the Word of God to every area of life and thought.
Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00 per set $56.00

I Corinthians - “Godly Social Order”
47 lessons. 25 cassette tapes, RR417ST-25, $75.00 $60.00
II Corinthians - “Godly Social Order”
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Companion tape series to R. J. Rushdoony’s
Systematic Theology
These tape series represent just a few of the
many topics represented in the above work.
They are useful for Bible study groups, Sunday
Schools, etc. All are by Rev. R. J. Rushdoony.

The Lordship of Christ
By Arend ten Pas. The author shows that to limit Christ’s
work in history to salvation and not to include lordship
is destructive of the faith and leads to false doctrine.

Creation and Providence
17 lessons. 9 cassette tapes, RR407ST-9, $27.00 $22.00

The Church Is Israel Now
By Charles D. Provan. For the last century,
Christians have been told that God has an
unconditional love for persons racially descended
from Abraham. Membership in Israel is said to be
a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates
such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in
Scripture references which show that the blessings
of Israel were transferred to all those who accept
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

The Doctrine of the Covenant
22 lessons. 11 cassette tapes, RR406ST-11, $33.00 $26.00
The Doctrine of Sin
22 lessons. 11 cassette tapes, RR409ST-11, $33.00 $26.00
The Doctrine of Salvation
20 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR408ST-10, $30.00 $24.00

Booklet, 29 pages, $2.50

The Doctrine of the Church
30 lessons. 17 cassette tapes, RR401ST-17, $45.00 $36.00

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Theology of the Land
20 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR403ST-10, $30.00 $24.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart
By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important
and fresh study of Puritan thought in early
America. On Biblical and theological grounds,
Puritan preachers and writers challenged the
autonomy of man, though not always consistently.

The Theology of Work
19 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR404ST-10, $30.00 $24.00
The Doctrine of Authority
19 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR402ST-10, $30.00 $24.00
Infallibility and Interpretation
By Rousas John Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin.
The authors argue for infallibility from a distinctly
presuppositional perspective. That is, their
arguments are unapologetically circular because
they believe all ultimate claims are based on
one’s beginning assumptions. The question of
Biblical infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief
about the character of God. They believe man is a
creature of faith, not, following the Enlightenment’s
humanism, of reason. They affirm Biblical infallibility because
the God Whom the Bible reveals could speak in no other way than
infallibly, and because the Bible in which God is revealed asserts
that God alone speaks infallibly. Men deny infallibility to God not
for intellectual reasons, but for ethical reasons—they are sinners
in rebellion against God and His authority in favor of their own.
The authors wrote convinced that only by a recovery of faith in an
infallible Bible and obedience to its every command can Christians
hope to turn back evil both in today’s church and culture.

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00
The Great Christian Revolution
By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R.J. Rushdoony,
John Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major
work on the impact of Reformed thinking on
our civilization. Some of the studies, historical
and theological, break new ground and provide
perspectives previously unknown or neglected.
Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00 $18.00
The Necessity for Systematic Theology
By R.J. Rushdoony. Scripture gives us as its underlying unity a unified
doctrine of God and His order. Theology must be systematic to be
true to the God of Scripture.
Booklet (now part of the author’s Systematic Theology),
74 pages, $2.00

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00
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Keeping Our Sacred Trust
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Bible and the
Christian Faith have been under attack in one way
or another throughout much of the history of the
church, but only in recent times have these attacks
been perceived within the church as a healthy
alternative to orthodoxy. This book is a trumpet
blast heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox
Christianity. The hope of the modern world is not
a passive compromise with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive
devotion to the time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”
Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00 $15.00
Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept
By R.J. Rushdoony. “The doctrine of the infallibility of Scripture can
be denied, but the concept of infallibility as such cannot be logically
denied. Infallibility is an inescapable concept. If men refuse to ascribe
infallibility to Scripture, it is because the concept has been transferred
to something else. The word infallibility is not normally used in these
transfers; the concept is disguised and veiled, but in a variety of ways,
infallibility is ascribed to concepts, things, men and institutions.”
Booklet (now part of the author’s Systematic Theology),
69 pages, $2.00
The Incredible Scofield and His Book
By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully documented study
exposes the questionable background and faulty theology of the
man responsible for the popular Scofield Reference Bible, which did
much to promote the dispensational system. The story is disturbing
in its historical account of the illusive personality canonized as a
dispensational saint and calls into question the seriousness of his
motives and scholarship.
Hardback, 314 pages, $20.00 $16.00
The Will of God of the Will of Man
By Mark R. Rushdoony. God’s will and man’s will are both involved in
man’s salvation, but the church has split in answering the question,
“Whose will is determinative?”
Pamphlet, 5 pages, $1.00

taking dominion
Salvation and Godly Rule
By R.J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes
in its meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting
the meaning of salvation, men have limited the
power of God and the meaning of the Gospel.
Paperback, 512 pages, indices, $24.00 $19.00
Tithing and Dominion
By Edward A. Powell and R.J. Rushdoony. God’s Kingdom covers all
things in its scope, and its immediate ministry includes, according
to Scripture, the ministry of grace (the church), instruction (the
Christian and homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and
many other things. God’s appointed means for financing His Kingdom
activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms that the Biblical
requirement of tithing is a continuing aspect of God’s law-word and
cannot be neglected. This book is “must reading” as Christians work
to take dominion in the Lord’s name.
Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00
Christianity and the State
By R.J. Rushdoony. This book develops a Biblical
view of the state against the modern state’s
humanism and its attempts to govern all spheres
of life.
Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00 $14.00
Towards a Christian Marriage
Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes clear how
important and how central marriage is. God the Son came into the
world neither through church nor state but through a family. This
tells us that marriage, although nonexistent in heaven, is, all the
same, central to this world. We are to live here under God as physical
creatures whose lives are given their great training-ground in terms
of the Kingdom of God by marriage. Our Lord stresses the fact that
marriage is our normal calling. This book consists of essays on the
importance of a proper Christian perspective on marriage.
Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00
The Theology of the State
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. 37 lessons that
are also from a portion of Rev. Rushdoony’s
2-volume Systematic Theology.
14 cassette tapes, RR405ST-14, $42.00 $34.00
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Roots of Reconstruction
By R.J. Rushdoony. This large volume provides all of Rushdoony’s
Chalcedon Report articles from the beginning in 1965 to mid-1989.
These articles were, with his books, responsible for the Christian
Reconstruction and theonomy movements.
Hardback, 1124 pages, $20.00 $16.00
A Comprehensive Faith
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This is the surprise
Festschrift presented to R.J. Rushdoony at his
80th birthday celebration in April, 1996. These
essays are in gratitude to Rush’s influence and
elucidate the importance of his theological and
philosophical contributions in numerous fields.
Contributors include Theodore Letis, Brian
Abshire, Steve Schlissel, Joe Morecraft III, JeanMarc Berthoud, Byron Snapp, Samuel Blumenfeld, Christine and
Thomas Schirrmacher, Herbert W. Titus, Owen Fourie, Ellsworth
McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Joseph McAuliffe, Andrea Schwartz, David
Estrada-Herrero, Stephen Perks, Ian Hodge, and Colonel V. Doner. Also
included is a forward by John Frame and a brief biographical sketch
of R. J. Rushdoony’s life by Mark Rushdoony. This book was produced
as a “top-secret” project by Friends of Chalcedon and donated to Ross
House Books. It is sure to be a collector’s item one day.
Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00 $18.00
The Church as God’s Armory
By Brian Abshire. What if they gave a war and
nobody came? In the great spiritual battles of the
last century, with the soul of an entire culture at
stake, a large segment of the evangelical church
went AWOL. Christians retreated into a religious
ghetto, conceding the world to the Devil and
hoping anxiously that the rapture would come
soon and solve all their problems. But the rapture
did not come, and our nation only slid further into sin.
God’s people must be taught how to fight and win the battles ahead. In
this small volume, you will discover how the church is God’s armory,
designed by Him to equip and train His people for spiritual war and
prepare them for victory.
Booklet, 83 pages, $6.00

Dominion-oriented tape series by
Rev. R.J. Rushdoony
The Doctrine of the Family
10 lessons that also form part of the author’s
2-volume Systematic Theology.
5 cassette tapes, RR410ST-5, $15.00
Christian Ethics
8 lessons on ethics, change, freedom, the Kingdom of God,
dominion, and understanding the future.
8 cassette tapes, RR132ST-8, $24.00
The Total Crown Rights of Christ the King
6 lessons on victory and dominion.
3 cassette tapes, CN103ST-3, $9.00
Tape series by Rev. Douglas F. Kelly
Reclaiming God’s World
3 lessons on secularism vs. Christianity, restoration in the church,
and revival.
3 cassette tapes, DK106ST-3, $9.00

eschatology
Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel
and Revelation
By R.J. Rushdoony. First published in 1970,
this book helped spur the modern rise of
postmillennialism. Revelation’s details are
often perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main
meaning is clear—it is a book about victory. It
tells us that our faith can only result in victory.
“This is the victory that overcomes the world,
even our faith” (1 John 5:4). This is why knowing Revelation is so
important. It assures us of our victory and celebrates it. Genesis 3
tells us of the fall of man into sin and death. Revelation gives us man’s
victory in Christ over sin and death. The vast and total victory, in
time and eternity, set forth by John in Revelation is too important
to bypass. This victory is celebrated in Daniel and elsewhere, in
the entire Bible. We are not given a Messiah who is a loser. These
eschatological texts make clear that the essential good news of the
entire Bible is victory, total victory.
Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00 $15.00
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God’s Plan for Victory
By R.J. Rushdoony. An entire generation of
victory-minded Christians, spurred by the
victorious postmillennial vision of Chalcedon,
has emerged to press what the Puritan Fathers
called “the Crown Rights of Christ the King” in
all areas of modern life. Central to that optimistic
generation is Rousas John Rushdoony’s jewel of a
study, God’s Plan for Victory (originally published
in 1977). The founder of the Christian Reconstruction movement
set forth in potent, cogent terms the older Puritan vision of the
irrepressible advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints
employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for earthly
victory.
Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00
Eschatology
A 32-lesson tape series by Rev. R.J. Rushdoony.
Learn about the meaning of eschatology for
everyday life, the covenant and eschatology,
the restoration of God’s order, the resurrection,
the last judgment, paradise, hell, the second
coming, the new creation, and the relationship
of eschatology to man’s duty.
16 cassette tapes, RR411ST-16, $48.00 $38.00

biography
Back Again Mr. Begbie
The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G. Begbie
OBE
This biography is more than a story of the three
careers of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of
a son of old Christendom as a leader of Christian
revival in the twentieth century. Personal history
shows the greater story of what the Holy Spirit can
and does do in the evangelization of the world.
Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00 $19.00

journals
The Journal of Christian Reconstruction
The purpose of the Journal is to rethink every area
of life and thought and to do so in the clearest
possible terms. The Journal strives to recover
the great intellectual heritage of the Christian
Faith and is a leading dispenser of Christian
scholarship. Each issue provides in-depth studies
on how the Christian Faith applies in modern life.
A collection of the Journal constitutes a reference
library of seminal issues of our day.
Volume Discounts: You may deduct 25% if ordering six or
more issues (see order form).
Vol. 1, No. 1: Symposium on Creation
Geological, mathematical, philosophical, biological, theological and
other approaches to the subject of creation. $13.00
Vol. 1, No. 2: Symposium on Satanism
Occultism from the days of the early church to the present, its
meaning, and the Christian perspective. $13.00
Vol. 2, No. 1: Symposium on Christian Economics
Medieval, Reformation, and contemporary developments, the causes
of inflation, Manichaenism, law and economics, and much more.
$13.00
Vol. 2, No. 2: Symposium on Biblical Law
What Scripture tells us about law, the coming crisis in criminal
investigation, pornography, community, the function of law, and
much more. $13.00
Vol. 3, No. 1: Symposium on Christianity and the American
Revolution
The Christian root, the religious liberty issue, the Franklin legends,
myths and realities of 1776. $13.00
Vol. 5, No. 1: Symposium on Politics
Modern politics is highly religious, but its religion is humanism. This
journal examines the Christian alternative. $13.00
Vol. 5, No. 2: Symposium on Puritanism and Law
The Puritans believed in law and the grace of law. They were not
antinomians. Both Continental and American Puritanism are studied.
$13.00
Vol. 7, No. 1: Symposium on Inflation
Inflation is not only an economic concern but at root a moral
problem. Any analysis of economics must deal also with the
theological and moral aspects as well. $13.00
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Vol. 8, No. 1: Symposium on Social Action
The Christian mission is to every area of life, including the social
structures, and hence all areas are to be brought under Christ’s
domain. $13.00
Vol. 8, No. 2: Symposium on the Atonement
At the heart of our Faith is the doctrine of the atonement. This has
tremendous implications for all of life. This is more than a church
doctrine; it is impossible for man to live without atonement, but all
too often the atonement we seek is a false one. $13.00
Vol. 9, No. 1 & 2: Symposium on Christian Reconstruction in the
Western World Today
(Special Double Issue) Christian Reconstruction is under way today
in the church, in politics, in science, the arts, daily living, and many
other areas. In this issue, there are reports on what is happening, as
well as on critical issues which face us and require reconstruction.
$19.00
Vol. 10, No. 1: Symposium on the Media and the Arts
Christian reconstruction cannot be accomplished without expanding
the Christian presence and influence in all branches of the media and
the arts. $13.00
Vol. 10, No. 2: Symposium on Business
This issue deals with the relationship of the Christian Faith to the
world of business. $13.00
Vol. 11, No. 1: Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts
and Media
Christians must learn to exercise dominion in the area of the arts and
media in order to fulfill their mandate from the Lord. Also included in
this issue is a long and very important study of the Russian Orthodox
Church before the Revolution. $13.00
Vol. 11, No. 2: Symposium on the Education of the Core Group
Christians and their children must again become a vital,
determinative core group in the world. Education is an essential
prerequisite and duty if this is to be accomplished. $13.00
Vol. 12, No. 1: Symposium on the Constitution and
Political Theology
To understand the intent and meaning of the Constitution it is
necessary to recognize its presuppositions. $13.00

Vol. 13, No. 1: Symposium on Change in the Social Order
This volume explores the various means of bringing change to a
social order: revolution, education and economics. It also examines
how Christianity, historically and doctrinally, impacts the social
order and provides practical answers to man’s search from meaning
and order in life. It concludes with a special report on reconstruction
in action, which highlights the work of Reconstructionists at the
grassroots level. $13.00
Vol. 13, No. 2: Symposium on the Decline and Fall of the West and
the Return of Christendom
In addition to discussing the decline and fall of the West and the
return of Christendom, this volume describes the current crisis,
constitutional law, covenant religion vs. legalism, and the implications
of a Christian world and life view. $13.00
Vol. 14, No. 1: Symposium on Reconstruction in the Church and
State
The re-emergence of Christian political involvement today is
spurred by the recognition not only that the Bible and Christian
Faith have something to say about politics and the state, but that
they are the only unmoveable anchor of the state. The articles in this
symposium deal with the following subjects: the reconstructive task,
reconstruction in the church and state, economics, theology, and
philosophy. $13.00
Vol. 14, No. 2: Symposium on the Reformation
This symposium highlights the Reformation, not out of any
polite antiquarian interest, but to assist our readers in the reChristianization of modern life using the law of God as their
instrument. This symposium contains articles dealing with history,
theology, exegesis, philosophy, and culture. $13.00
Vol. XV: Symposium on Eschatology
Eschatology is not just about the future, but about God’s working in
history. Its relevance is inescapable. $19.00
Vol. XVI: The 25th Anniversary Issue
Selected articles from 25 years of the Journal by R.J. Rushdoony,
Cornelius Van Til, Otto Scott, Samuel L. Blumenfeld, Gary North, Greg
Bahnsen, and others. $19.00

Vol. 12, No. 2: Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature
The God of the Bible has chosen to express Himself by both oral and
written means. Together these means represent the sum total of His
revelation. This symposium is about the preservation of original,
infallible truth as handed down through generations in the words
and texts of the human language. We have both God’s perseverance
and man’s stewarding responsibility at issue when considering the
preservation of truth in the text and words of the human language.
This symposium examines the implications of this for both sacred
and secular writings. $13.00
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