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FROM THE PRESIDENT

R. J. Rushdoony on Chalcedon’s Vision

On the occasion

of Chalcedon’s
50th anniversary, I
thought it appropriate
to review our ministry’s

purpose and message.
In preparing to do so, I collected some

handwritten manuscripts my father
wrote over the years, and soon realized
his own words could best illustrate

our mission' because the vision of
Chalcedon began as his conviction and
burden long before it was joined by
others.

My father did more than found
Chalcedon; he gave it marching orders
which we follow still. Unlike the per-
sonality cults that drive many modern
ministries, my father’s contribution was
one of substance embodied in dozens
of books and thousands of articles. The
writings of most authors disappear after
their death; only some works of a few
reappear years later. One of the primary
responsibilities of Chalcedon is to over-
see the availability of his body of work
because it addresses core issues with
which the church has yet to grapple.
We perpetuate the work of R. J. Rush-
doony not as a memorial or an historical
archive, but as an arsenal for the saints
at a critical period of history.

“Born into a Dying World”

More than a few times I have read
comments suggesting it was ironic
that my father wanted to “impose his
religious ideas” on others when his own
background was a flight from the Turk-
ish massacre of Christian Armenians
that began in the Ottoman Empire in
1915. This perspective fails to distin-

By Mark R. Rushdoony

[Chalcedon’s] purpose is to
revivify the “private” sector as
a governing force. At one time,

all hospitals, schools, charitable 5

activities, and even courts of
arbitration were non-statist,
required no tax support, and
were the governing force in
society and subject to neither
state nor church, although
profoundly motivated by
Christianity.

guish the Biblically-based moral order
from the Islamic, and assumes that a
secular, humanistic society and ethic
better serves man.

It was, in fact, his Armenian heri-
tage and the bloodbath he survived (in
his mother’s womb) that shaped his
perspective. He saw in Turkey’s brutality
the coming ugliness of a godless West:

I am Armenian, and I was born on
April 25, 1916; my parents and a few
relatives arrived in the United States
in November, 1915, refugees from the
Turkish massacres. In the march from
Van, Armenia, into Russian territory,
my family saw the line of refugees
attacked repeatedly; they saw the dead

bodies sometimes clogging streams, and !

they walked until no soles were left to
their shoes, and their feet were bloody.

In California, on a farm near Kings-
burg, I saw, into the mid-1920s,
various refugees arrive, and, each time,
Armenians came from miles around
to ask them, “Did you see my parents,
brother, sister, or other relatives?” The
answer at times was, “No,” at other
times a grim and heartbreaking report.

As recently as the 1980s, my cousin
Dora had a like experience when visit-
ing Jerusalem on a vacation.

But added to this was another fac-

tor, my parents’ prayers from the time
of my conception that I would serve
the Lord as a pastor and a Christian
thinker. I was born into a dying world,
with humanistic statism steadily stran-
gling mankind. I recall vividly well into
the late 1950s the older Armenian men
breaking into tears over the direction
of the United States into godlessness
and immoralism. They would speak of
the ignorance of Americans about the
wealth of their inheritance, and they
saw a drift into the pragmatic immoral-
ism of Turkey.?

The Healing Blood of Christ
The history of the Rushdoony
family went back to at least the time of
Isaiah. In all those centuries the family
lived within the vicinity of Van, Arme-
nia.® The loss of this heritage hurt my

grandfather deeply. After recounting

the death of both of his grandfathers,

his older brother (Rousas George) in
infancy, and many other relatives, my
father wrote:

Before my birth, while still in Rus-

sia, my father prayed that I would
serve the Lord in the ministry of the
Word. From my earliest days, before I
could say more than a few words, my
father echoed Hannah’s words (I Sam.
1:27-28) and constantly reminded me
that I had been given to the Lord, and
I was not my own. I was very young
when my father’s commitment became
my own. I had been prayed for!

John L. Dagg, D.D., the great Ameri-
can Baptist leader, prayed earnestly
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that his descendants would become
believers and join him in heaven. Just
yesterday morning, a sixth-generation
descendent of J.L. Dagg, Beth Sutton
of Georgia, a strong Christian, left us
after a wonderful visit. Dagg’s prayers
are being answered to the sixth genera-
tion at least! More parents need to pray
for their children and for their unborn
descendants.

Very early, two facts impressed me.
First, almost everyone in the farm
community (in California) where we
lived went to a church. Even in my
high school years, much later, only one
of their many churches was known

to be somewhat modernistic. Second,
in spite of this, both our community
and the world left much to be desired
in terms of being Christian. (Things
are dramatically worse now, but they
still left much to be desired then.) A
third fact struck me forcibly as a boy.
An elderly saint in the neighborhood,
called “grandfather” by all of us, was
somewhat blind and rather feeble. He
exercised daily around the two walls of
the barn which were not included in
the corral. He would tap the side of the
barn with his cane, until he came to the
end, and would then turn to the other

side, all the while praying, reciting Bible
verses, and the like. We boys always said

“Hello” to him, and shook his hand. In
one hundred degree weather, his hands
were still cold, even though he wore his
winter underwear through the sum-
mer. His heart, we were told, was tired
and thus would not pump blood to his
extremities, and hence they were cold,

a sign of creeping death. Years later, as a
university student, I read a book which
compared the twentieth-century church
to an old man, no longer able to pump
blood effectively to the extremities.
This illustration struck me with especial
force. It also helped set my Christian
calling. The healing blood of Christ
must be “pumped” to the extremities
by the living church, both to carry the
good news of salvation, and also to
extend Christ’s royal dominion over all
things.*

The Idea of God’s Law
as Our Own Future
My father began his voracious ap-

. petite for reading at an early age. One
minister who visited the family home

expressed dismay on hearing he had
read through the Bible several times.
There were things in there unsuitable
for young minds, he suggested. Never-
theless, the reading continued, but he
was again confronted with prejudices of
twentieth-century Western Christianity
during his university days.

I knew that no simple political answer,
nor a religious revival, would alter our
direction. Yet when as a student I first
expressed an opinion that Christ as
Lord and Savior, and God’s law as our
justice structure and our sanctifica-
tion, represented our only hope and
direction, the reaction I received was
so hostile that I decided to wait until I
reached middle age and more knowl-
edge before attempting to advance this
cause. This is why Chalcedon is thirty

years old and not older.?

Towards this end, I began my minis-
try (ordained as an evangelist) among
Chinese Americans and American
Indians. I preached during those years
(twelve years in all) in the open air, in
the streets on occasion, in prisons, and
I visited the hospital, bed by bed, and
so on. At the same time, I thought,
prayed, and planned in terms of a theo-
logical ministry to set forth the whole

Word of God for the whole of life.

I began to write articles (in 1948, I be-
lieve), and had three books published,
before we finally established Chalcedon,

with no money whatsoever, simply by

faith.

In 1965, an opportunity arose when
some people, whom I had not previ-
ously known, asked me to move to the
Los Angeles area and teach them the
Word of God systematically. Thus, in
September, 1965, the first, one-page
Chalcedon Report was published.®

The Name“Chalcedon”

The name “Chalcedon” I owe to Dr.
Cornelius Van Til, and to George
Huntson Williams.”

The name of Chalcedon comes from
the Council of Chalcedon, A.D. 451,
one of the greatest councils of the early
church. At Chalcedon, the Biblical
doctrine of Christ was set forth against
the humanists of the day, and the true
humanity and true deity of Christ de-
clared. As against the claims of the state
to be man’s divinely ordained lord and
savior, Chalcedon proclaimed Christ as
Lord and Savior.?

I saw Chalcedon’s position in A.D.451
as one which set forth the sole media-
torship of Jesus Christ as the unique
incarnation so that neither church nor
state can become god walking on the
earth nor an extension of that incarna-
tion in any form. This was the founda-
tion of Christian faith and freedom.

This meant too that the foundation of
freedom is neither church nor state but
the self-government of Christian man.
The basic institution in society is the
family.

That such a position would arouse the
hostility of humanists is to be expected.
What I did not anticipate was the level
of hatred coming from churchmen,
both modernists and evangelicals, as
well as the nominally Reformed. All the
same, the work has advanced world-
wide.’

Theonomy as the
Christian’s Government
Misconceptions die hard, especially
when there is an unwillingness to learn.
There is an artificialness about resistance
to theonomy that comes from the fact

- that it is an idea that is not welcomed
by the modern churchman, who wants
- salvation without strings, a figure-head
king who does not exercise His author-
. ity, and ethical mandates agreed to by

| consensus.
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Theonomy means no more than
“God’s law,” yet it is often greeted as
a decidedly evil concept. Because few

advocate it, there is an easy dismissal of
it as oligarchic:

Over the years, | have been interviewed
by newspaper, television, and magazine
reporters. They usually begin and end
with preconceived notions, most com-
monly that we want to establish a the-
ocracy in which some men rule in the
name of God as an elite dictatorship.
usually try to tell them that Christian
Reconstruction is theonomic, really a
Christian libertarianism ... the state, or
civil government, is one form of gov-
ernment among many. It was, in earlier
America, referred to as civil government
and to call the state the government is
implicitly totalitarian. Government be-
gins with us. It is not primarily in state
nor church but in man and family.

Last month, one reporter finally under-
stood what I was saying and exclaimed,
“That’s extreme radicalism!”

The fact is that some societies have
survived under tyrannies with simply
self-government and the family, most
notably Jews and Armenians. The
United States visited by Tocqueville was
ruled by persons, families, and private
associations formed by the Christian
community.

Only in such a society can freedom
thrive. No power-hungry state nor
controlling church is in charge, but
responsible men under God. Freedom
cannot be created by decrees of the
state. It is an aspect of the life of a self-
governing people.'”

[Chalcedon’s] purpose is to revivify the
“private” sector as a governing force.

At one time, all hospitals, schools,
charitable activities, and even courts of
arbitration were non-statist, required
no tax support, and were the governing
force in society and subject to neither
state nor church, although profoundly
motivated by Christianity. In recent

generations, the church has reduced

Christianity to pious gush, and the state

has become an incompetent govern-
ment and a drain on the economy.!!

“A Radical Decentralization
of Government”

How can such a society cope with

its problems? How does Biblical law
adjudicate matters of property rights?
We have here a long history of Biblical
law applied to problems, such as George
Horowitzs The Spirit of Jewish Law
(1953), and H.B. Clark’s Biblical Law
(1943), both works written for use by
lawyers and judges. If, for example, a
man decides to build a tannery, which
produces noxious odors, where it will
damage the value and use of a neighbor’s
property, he has violated the law, “Thou
shalt not steal” (Exod. 20:15). It was on
this kind of application that for centu-
ries numerous applications of God’s law
made for freedom for men and for the
protection of their properties.

Our goal is thus a free society under
God. As St. Paul said, “Where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Cor.
3:17).

As a result, we have been trying to
teach people that God’s salvation alone
works, that if we do not begin with

the regenerate man in Christ and then
teach him to be his own basic govern-
ment, we will fail. Our answers must be
totally Biblical.

We have, therefore, first of all worked
to educate and instruct those who will
listen in the whole law-word of God.
We cannot get good results with alien
premises. Too much of the church
community is given to pious human-
ism, not to a root and branch Christian

faith.

Second, we have strongly promoted
Christian and home schools, defended
them in the courts, and worked to
establish more and more of them. This
in itself has been a major factor in
recent years as more and more primary
and secondary schooling has become

Christian. There is now a very great
need to extend this into the college and
graduate levels.

Third, at one time health, education,
and welfare (or charity) were all in in-
dependent hands, and this too needs to
be restored. The early church was very
effective here, as was John Calvin in
Geneva and Bishop Charles Borromeo
in Milan. We must as Christians re-
capture the areas which in statist hands
have led to social catastrophes.

Fourth, because such efforts rest on the
initiative of persons and families who
work together to establish new and free
agencies to meet needs under God, this
means a radical decentralization of gov-
ernment and of society. It means that
civil government is increasingly replaced
by society, the community in action.

In an early version of the Apostles
Creed, in English before the Norman
conquest of 1066, the article on the
communion of saints reads, “And of
the saints the societie” (E. Thomson,
editor: Select Monuments of the Doctrine
and Worship of the Catholic Church in
England before the Norman Congquest,
1875, p. 85f.). A state or civil govern-
ment is a compulsory order, and, for
many churches, the church is a neces-
sary order. The term communion is
clearly connected, and rightly so, to its
church use. But the word sociery carries
the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed in a
community in the Spirit and governed
by a more powerful motive than either
the church or state. The communion
of saints, or their society, is an aspect of
our life in the Holy Spirit. This is also a
realm of necessity, but it is one ordained
by God rather than by some institution.

There is no limit on what can be done
to remake our world under God. We
have made a beginning, or, rather we
have returned to the Biblical mandates
and foundations. We will go as far in
this as your support will enable us to
do. But it will not rest on us nor stop
with us. Probably all of you are to
some degree active in reconstructing
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your lives and families, and also your
communities, #nder God. This is God’s
work, not ours; it did not begin with
us, nor will it end with us.'?

“The Basic Issue”

Our God is not a half-god, nor a
quarter-god. His is Creator, Lord, and
Redeemer over all spheres of life and
thought. To reduce the triune God and

His jurisdiction to the church and sal-

vation is to deny Him. His government !

and His jurisdiction are total.

Now we have an increasing number
of people who, whatever their sphere
of activity, are dealing with the basic
problems, not the superficial ones.

To do so means, first, very serious
problems because it means a challenge
to the basic premises of our world. We
are then called “extremists” and worse
because we threaten the power brokers
of our time. These charges are made
with heat and intensity because our
stand is seen as a threat. But, second,
despite all the hostility and name-
calling, ours is a happy stand and
position. “If God be for us, who can
be against us?” (Rom. 8:31). We dare
not, as God told Zechariah, despise
the day of small things (Zech. 4:10).
In my eighty years, I have seen several
commendable causes, financed by

many millions of dollars, fade away and

become forgotten simply because the
basic issue was never faced: “by what
standard?” and “on what foundation?”
Because of this, I am confident that
Christian Reconstruction will not fade
away when [ die but will rather only
increase because the cause is far greater
than I, which to me is a very happy
thought.?

“We Dare Not Retreat
nor Think of Defeat”

Our goal is to bring every area of life
and thought into captivity to Jesus

Christ. We believe that the whole Word

of God must be applied to all of life.

It is not only our duty as persons, fami-

lies, and churches to be Christian, but it :

is also the duty of the state, the school,
our callings, the arts and sciences,
economics, and every other sphere to
be under Christ our King. Nothing is
exempt from His dominion. Like the
Puritans, we seek to assert the “Crown

Rights of Christ the King” over all of
life.

We believe in the necessity for the total

surrender of our whole life and world to

the dominion of Jesus Christ.

He is not simply a life and fire insur-
ance salesman but our Lord and Savior.

Our salvation is only and exclusively by

His atoning blood, and our sanctifica-
tion is by His law-word, which His
Spirit gives us power and grace to live
by; as the Lord’s covenant people, we
must live by His Word, not our own.
He is the only way.

Our sinful world lives under the burden
of guilt and the sentence of death.

The churches too often are like an old
man whose dying heart cannot pump
blood to the extremities. We must
strive to reach the inner and the outer
city, places near and far, church, state,
school, and all other areas of life and

thought with the saving power of Christ

and His sanctifying law-word. We are
plainly told that, “without shedding
of blood is no remission” of sins (Heb.

9:22). Christ’s blood has been shed,

and ours is now the task of proclaiming

His salvation, dominion, and victory
unto all the world. Our Lord tells us
very plainly that the very “gates of hell
shall not prevail (or, hold out) against”
His church (Matt. 16:18). John tells
us what this means: “For whatsoever
is born of God overcometh the world:
and this is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith” (I John 5:4).

In fact, Paul tells us, whatever the

persecution or battle, “we are more than

conquerors through him that loved us”
(Rom. 8:37). Having such assurances,
we dare not retreat, nor think of defeat.
We belong to the Lord: He made us,
and we are His property; He redeemed

us, and thereby made us doubly His
possession. Our Lord, as the Adam of
the redeemed and new humanity, said,
“Lo, I come to do thy will, O God”
(Heb. 10:9), and we must follow His
example of obedience or faithfulness in
all our ways.

We must rebuild the walls of our
Jerusalem and say with Nehemiah,
“The God of heaven, he will prosper
us: therefore we his servants will arise
and build” (Neh. 2:20). In that task of
reconstruction, the joy of the LORD is
our strength (Neh. 8:10).'

At the End of an Age

We are moving into very difficult
times. The age of humanistic statism is
winding down; its economics, politics,
schools, and more are in decay. In the
late 1960s, one of the more important
Americans of this century told me that
he expected about two hundred years
of tyranny and a truly dark age before
the rebirth of civilization. I have never
believed that. I believe that this is the
great hour of opportunity for Christi-
anity. I expect the Lord to accomplish
great things in the years ahead; man’s
way shall fail, and God’s Kingdom shall

triumph.

But we need Christians who meet the
definition of a saint that one of you
sent me: “The saints were saints only
because they wanted to love God to the
uttermost.” The New Testament speaks
of true believers as saints, as a people
seeking to serve the Lord with all their
heart, mind, and being. This, God

requires of all of us.

Over fifty years ago, as a student, [ re-
call reading of the aftermath of the fall
of Rome. Romans were convinced soon
thereafter that things would revert to
normal. In the villas of southern France,
wealthy Romans continued their parties
and their fox hunts: “eternal Rome”
would soon reassert its old pattern,

they believed. Some of these fools were
churchmen, one of them a bishop.

Continued on page 25
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Keeping Big Pharma in Seventh Heaven
is Keeping Addicts in Hell

by Martin G. Selbrede

How the State of Massachusetts is Moving the Goalposts in Light of Dr. Kishores Successful Treatment of Addiction
to Provide Pharmaceutical Companies with a State-Funded Customer Base

his is the seventh

in an ongoing
series of articles about
Dr. Punyamurtula S.
Kishore, the Christian
doctor who innovated

the Massachusetts Model of addiction

umented how conventional addiction
therapies based on substitute narcotics
(methadone and Suboxone®) leave only
2% to 5% of patients who won't relapse
back into full-scale addiction after
twelve months. The few who haven't
relapsed will often take prescribed
substitute narcotics indefinitely, creating
life-long issues for them. In contrast,

Dr. Kishore’s sobriety-based approach is

non-narcotic in orientation. His method
doesn’t lead to a miserable 2% to 5%
success rate at the one-year mark, but

an astonishing 50% to 60% success rate
. away can only be effective if you are

based on hard test dara (rising from 37%
in 1994 to over 50% in 2011 with a
quarter-million patients having passed
through his program).

Massachusetts buried this medical
miracle by incarcerating Dr. Kishore in
September 2011 and withholding Medi-
care payments to his fifty-two treatment
centers, causing their complete collapse.
The consequences of the state’s actions

against Dr. Kishore’s work permeate the
previous six articles. To repeat that ma-
terial, even in condensed form, would
consume most of this present article. If
you've not followed this series, review

newest article. Without the background

¢ of the earlier articles, you can fall prey to
- ongoing manipulation (by omission and :
. commission) by the state and its media
. gatekeepers.

Moving the Goalposts
The first example of “moving the

L goalposts” in this series had reference
treatment. The previous six articles doc- . .
. to the cleverly-edited graphic used to

* hide the disastrous 80% recidivism rate

occurring during the first month of con-
ventional drug addiction treatments. Be-
cause the first-month results have simply
been chopped off the graph, they don'’t
come under consideration. This opens the
door to redefining success. One moves

the goalposts for one of two reasons: to
block a competitor from succeeding,

or to create the illusion of success for

- yourself. This tactic is a blatant example
- of the latter.

Moving of the goalposts in such

ignorant of the correct location of the
goalposts. If someone comes along and
blows the whistle on how dislocated the
goalposts are, and what constituencies

are benefiting from the reality distortion !

field thus imposed, he becomes a threat.
If the whistleblower’s success rate is

many times higher than the convention-

al success rate, this becomes a second
layer of threat. Both forms of threat

- to the status quo need to be quashed
. to maintain the blissful ignorance of
. the populace, to keep the goalposts at
. their “preferred” new location. When
the earlier articles before diving into this
. edly serves ignorant of both aspects of

the media keeps the people it reput-

these moved goalposts, it becomes a key
accessory to the redefinition of success.

© Once journalists start down that road, it

becomes increasingly difficult for them
to admit fault, recant, and fight against

- the ignorance they've been enforcing
- so faithfully. No one wants to admit

culpability in moving the goalposts.

: Therefore, Dr. Kishore’s clinical record
- is simply ignored.

There are three other major respects
in which crucial goalposts have been

- moved during the escalating drug addic-
. tion crisis taking its massive toll upon

our communities. We will examine the

- tactics, significance, and high price we
- are all paying for the moving of these

goalposts that should never have been
moved. We will then come to under-

- stand why Solomon’s maxim remains
- painfully valid for us today: “Remove

not the old landmark; and enter not
into the fields of the fatherless” (Prov.

. 23:10).

Exporting Doctored Goalposts
Out of Massachusetts
The fifth article in this series dealt
with the rise of Michael Botticelli from
someone presiding over the ongoing
drug disaster in Massachusetts to his

. promotion to overseeing federal policy

on the addiction crisis at the national

- level. We predicted that Botticelli would
- persist in making the same mistakes as

the nation’s drug czar that he made in
Massachusetts (see article five for an

- examination of the part he played in
- discrediting Dr. Kishore’s clinical record
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so as to protect and promote the vastly
inferior methadone and Suboxone®
treatment regimes).

As noted earlier in this series, when
we're only allowed to see repositioned
goalposts, we're open to “success”
itself becoming redefined' in the
battle against opioid drug addiction
(comparable to the re-norming of
the Scholastic Aptitude Test to hide
declining student performance). We
provided examples where local officials
no longer speak in terms of sobriety or
abstinence from addictive drugs: they
now believe their sole job is to prevent
addicts from hurting themselves. The
shortcut route to #har goal tends to focus
on the administration of methadone and
Suboxone®, usually indefinitely. Why
indefinitely? Because “success” doesn’t
mean sobriety or a drug-free productive
life anymore, it now means “the addicts
won't hurt themselves.” This lowering
of the bar is, of course, a moving of the
goalposts. We hide the massive failure
that addiction medicine entails (with its
pitifully low sobriety rates) by dropping
sobriety measurements altogether from
the picture.

Ironic it is that Dr. Kishore, who
achieved the nation’s highest sobriety
rates (60% and rising, compared to 2%
to 5% for conventional addiction treat-
ments), was accused of being a killer.
Nobody ever died while under Dr.
Kishore’s care (a rare case of a perfect
record for someone whod had a quarter
million patients pass through his clin-
ics). Why the accusation, then? Because
of the prevailing dogma that sobriety-
based programs that promote absti-
nence fail to stop people from hurting
themselves, so that they relapse and die
of an overdose or commit suicide (see
the first article in this series concerning
the breakdown of the first four weeks of
treatment to understand Dr. Kishore’s
success in more detail).

By manipulation of the facts, the
impression is created that the good doctor
is the one keeping his patients perpetu-
ally on methadone, while the bad doctor
is the man putting their lives back on
track, drug-free. The easily-disproven
falsification of Dr. Kishore’s record
served its purpose well. Asserting that
“Dr. Kishore is a killer!” shifts attention
away from the misery created by con-
ventional substitute narcotic treatment
programs. The claim needn’t be true to
be effective.

Not one to let local officials do all
the moving of goalposts, Michael Bot-
ticelli has chosen to elevate the “don’t let
addicts hurt themselves” mantra to the
level of national dogma as a treatment
philosophy. Not surprisingly, he opened
up the Tenth National Harm Reduction
Conference in Baltimore in late 2014
to represent the current administration’s
“progressive credentials.”? He implicitly
endorsed methadone and Suboxone®
as the standard of care for addiction.
These public actions were tantamount
to kicking dirt into the open grave that
Dr. Kishore’s sobriety maintenance
programs were supposed to stay buried
in, along with their paradigm-busting
success rates.

One has to wonder how Michael
Botticelli managed to rise to a federal
position. Moving goalposts has a lot to
do with it. Massachusetts has a mas-
sive addiction crisis, and with success
commonly redefined as the number of
persons in treatment programs (however
ineffective they really are), Botticelli was
seen as a man taking care of business.
That his policies and philosophies only
worsened the situation in Massachusetts
was never considered, because the goal-
posts were moved. The federal govern-
ments endorsement of the new goalpost
location was the icing on the cake. Now
Botticelli is threatening to withhold
federal money from drug courts that

- don’t provide methadone or Subox-
one® to individuals. Such courts will be
penalized for upholding sobriety as the
standard of success.? In short, Botticelli

- is working overtime to penalize jurisdic-
. tions daring to choose a treatment that’s
up to thirty times more beneficial to

the patient (Dr. Kishore’s Massachusetts
Model). This is the new progressivism,
care of the new goalposts imposed on

. the issue.

: Therefore, a primary legacy of Bot-
ticelli’s rise to power as the drug czar will
be the redefinition of success in terms of
harm reduction, not sobriety. With such
sleight of hand, the destinies of millions
of Americans have been written off by

. political shortsightedness. Sobriety will

- be regarded as inaccessible. We have

. the media to thank for their complicity
in burying the truth of how accessible
sobriety really is.

Moving the Legal Goalposts

5 As we await the results of the

. upcoming trial of Dr. Punyamurtula

. Kishore, scheduled for April 2015, we
must note again that leverage against
Dr. Kishore has been acquired chiefly
through the moving of goalposts.
Arbitrary state power in combination

- with the self-contradictory complexity
- of applicable law has rendered the “three
. felonies a day” in the title of Harvey

Silverglate’s must-read book a routine
phenomenon.

An appeal filed by Dr. Kishore’s
attorney of record created an interesting
. situation, as many of the main media
outlets didn’t publish the story, which
- was carried predominantly by relatively
peripheral news sources. It is tempting
to speculate that a growing drumbeat
of support for, and awareness of, Dr.
Kishore’s achievements may be moti-

- vating the main news sources in Mas-

- sachusetts to be more circumspect and
. cautious in repeating claims made by
© the office of the attorney general. If true,

www.chalcedon.edu

March/April 2015 | Faith for All of Life 7



this is a small but important step in the
right direction.

Of those outlets that carried the
story, it is significant again to see how
public ignorance was leveraged to give a
completely false impression of the pros-
ecution of Dr. Kishore. One example
will suffice for our purposes.

In response to the appeal’ to have
the case dismissed, the attorney general’s
office claimed that it’s too late in the
game and that the trial has already been
postponed nine times. The implication
was that these nine postponements were
due to the defense dragging its feet and
trying to prevent the case from coming
to trial. Not a single news outlet pointed
out that seven of the nine postpone-
ments originated with the attorney gen-
eral’s office, and that the two postpone-
ments requested by Dr. Kishore were
related to treatment for his renal tumor,
a medical reason. In every such instance
of filtering the facts, the worst possible
impression is always inflicted on Dr.
Kishore. The defendant is depicted as
slippery and evasive, the result of mov-
ing the goalposts on the theory that
political need outweighs the facts.

Moving Medical Goalposts

As disturbing as the above develop-
ments are, the political redefinition of
what constitutes the valid domain for
medical practice is an even more danger-
ous one. For Dr. Kishore’s Massachu-
setts Model has brought primary care,
and a broad cross-disciplinary approach,
back to the table as the time-tested
framework for the treatment of opioid
addiction. The massive successes of his
program, reported in the first four ar-
ticles in this series, speak for themselves.
He has established that primary care is
the vehicle of choice for addressing this
complex crisis, with clinical results that
no other program has come close to
emulating.

Dr. Kishore has reaffirmed the

. legitimacy of the primary care physi-

cian (when trained to apply his skills
within the context of the Massachusetts
Model) as the key to solving this grow-
ing health care epidemic. This achieve-
ment represents an end-run around the
Johnny-One-Note solutions (metha-
done, Suboxone®, Narcan®, etc.) being
promoted by pharmaceutical companies
and those aping their talking points.
The concept of the physician as an agent
of healing in society lies at the core of
Dr. Kishore’s achievement. The recovery
of this concept and its vigorous applica-
tion to the problem of patients with
opioid addiction led to the development
of the most successful drug treatment
program developed to date.

When the prerogatives of primary
care are reserved to the medical profes-
sion operating in terms of its original,
unadulterated cultural charter, the
preconditions for the kind of clinical
successes that Dr. Kishore developed are
readily met. How this unfolded in the
creation of the Massachusetts Model
was laid out in the first four articles in
this series, giving rise to Sobriety Main-
tenance and Sobriety Enhancement, the
keystone elements of Dr. Kishore’s work.

The new paradigms, willfully
rejecting thousands of patient-hours
supporting the validity of Dr. Kishore’s
approach to sobriety maintenance, have
moved the goalposts in two ways. The
first way we've already discussed above:
success is no longer defined in respect to
sobriety. Sobriety has been written off
and no longer counts. It is now a non-
criterion for success. Harm reduction is
the new sobriety, except it has nothing
to do with sobriety and everything to do
with keeping the populace addicted to
substitute narcotics or worse.

But more insidious than redefin-
ing the meaning of success is redefining
physicians out of the treatment equation
entirely. Whereas in primary care, the

- family physician is the primary avenue

for treatment under the Massachusetts
Model (as augmented by the model
itself, explained in earlier articles), treat-
ment of the opioid epidemic today is
routinely being taken out of the hands
of physicians entirely. For example,

the drug Narcan®, a nasal spray, is
being positioned for non-doctors to
administer (police officers, family
members, etc.). Botticelli’s penalizing of
jurisdictions that refuse to administer
methadone or Suboxone® represents
the federal government dictating treat-
ment, notwithstanding availability of
alternatives promoting sobriety to those
state jurisdictions. The power to write
prescriptions has been transferred from
individual doctors to a pre-existing blan-
ket prescription that can be invoked at
will by state authorities (representing the
future of healthcare in a nutshell).

These relocated goalposts are all
saying the same thing: drug addiction is
not the province of primary care physi-
cians. To make this relocation stick, all
remembrance of Dr. Kishore’s clini-
cal achievements must be struck from
public memory. To this day, no major
media outlet commenting on his trial
has ever mentioned his success rates and
how he achieved them. When asked to
comment on this astonishing aspect of
the defendant they were prosecuting,
the state attorney general’s office also
declined to respond (see article six in
this series).

What would happen if Dr. Kishore
were acquitted and began to put his
model back into practice, going against
the flow of the new but clinically
inferior paradigms being promoted
while he was sidelined? Authority and
responsibility would flow from state
bureaucrats back into the hands of
primary care physicians, who would be
newly equipped to achieve and extend
Dr. Kishore’s 60% success rates without
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losing any patients. The market for
opioid substitutes would shrink to a tiny
fraction of its current size, and the social
costs for having so many people func-
tioning at such miserable subsistence
levels would be slashed.

Powerful interests tend to protect
their rice bowls from being kicked over.
The unprecedented overreaching® by
Massachusetts prosecutors suggests (but
certainly does not prove) that there is
more driving this ill-conceived case
against Dr. Kishore than one reads in
the heavily filtered media accounts of

the trial.

Restore the Goalposts

Earlier we cited Solomon’s admoni-
tion, “Remove not the old landmark;
and enter not into the fields of the
fatherless” (Prov. 23:10). The fatherless
(orphans) are the least powerful mem-
bers of society, wholly dependent upon
the moral capital of a society to pre-
serve standards of justice and rectitude.
Whenever landmarks or goalposts are
relocated, we always see a parallel inva-
sion across jurisdictional boundaries,
one sphere (usually the state) expanding
into the domain of another. The goal-
posts, the landmarks, are moved to pub-
licly redefine and justify the boundary
transgression as beneficial and moral. It
is our system’s way of saving appearanc-
es. But such masks are becoming harder
to maintain as the current epidemic rips
this nation apart, inclusive of infants
who are born addicted to opioids (the
Massachusetts rate for such births being
three times the national rate).”

The goalposts were originally moved
to hide massive failure afflicting con-
ventional treatment methods. There
is no reason not to restore the original
goalposts in light of what Dr. Kishore’s
primary care approach has achieved
(doing so in the glaring light of hard
clinical evidence that is incontrovertible).
The only reason to protect failure and

- indict success is to provide manufacturers

of substitute narcotics a massive state-
funded customer base, ruined lives be
damned. The price for keeping the phar-
maceutical companies in seventh heaven

is keeping the addicts in hell. &

The First Six Articles in This Series:

Article One: “Massachusetts Protects Med-
ical-Industrial Complex, Derails Pioneering
Revolution in Addiction Medicine.” Read it
online at http://bit.ly/Kishorel

Article Two: “Massachusetts Derails Revo-
lution In Addiction Medicine While Drug
Abuse Soars.” Read it online at http://bit.
ly/Kishore2

Article Three: “The Pioneer Who Cut New
Paths in Addiction Medicine Before Being
Cut Down.” Read it online at http://bit.ly/
Kishore3

Article Four: “The Addiction Crisis Wors-
ens after Massachusetts Pulls Plug on Dr.
Kishore’s Sobriety-Based Solution.” Read it
online at http://bit.ly/Kishore4

Article Five: “Why Did They Do It? Chris-
tian Physician with a 37% Success Rate for
Recovering Addicts Gets Shut Down by
the State.” Read it online at http://bit.ly/
Kishore5

Article Six: “Martha Coakley and Her Tree
of Hate” Read it online at http://bit.ly/
Kishore6

1. heep://www.thecleanslate.org/fake-suc-
cess-rates-retention-and-completion/

2. heep://atforum.com/2014/11/us-drug-
czar-opens-national-harm-reduction-con-
ference/

3. hetp://www.huffingtonpost.
com/2015/02/05/drug-courts-
suboxone_n_6625864.html?utm_hp_
ref=tw

4. Harvey Silverglate, Three Felonies a Day:
How the Feds Target the Innocent (New York:
Encounter Books, 2011). See the review of
this book in the May-June 2012 issue of
Faith for All of Life written by attorney Jerri
Lynn Ward — see page 20 here: htep://www.
scribd.com/doc/91967171/May-June-2012-

i Faith-for-All-of-Life

5. The appeal pits federal regulations against
state regulations, arguing that the federal
regulations provide a rational scope while
the state regulations do not. The appeal ar-
gues from the Fourteenth Amendment and
supremacy considerations that the better-
written federal regulations should apply, and
doing so would automatically cause the case
against Dr. Kishore to be dismissed. While
we certainly have mixed feelings about using
the Fourteenth Amendment in such a way,
the resistance of the Massachusetts prosecu-
tors to acknowledging the ambiguity in their
law code surely suggests the possibility that
ulterior state motives undetlie this dispute
over jurisdiction and authority.

6. Apart from the infamous Emailgate
incident where Dr. Kishore’s email records
were sifted by prosecutors (see article two
in this series) and multiple incarcerations to
keep him out of the public eye, we note the
following developments, reported by this
author in the December 2014 Chalcedon
Repor: “The courts of Massachusetts have
finally removed the GPS bracelet from Dr.
Kishore’s ankle (a shackle he’s borne for
three years) in acknowledgement that he

is no flight risk whatsoever. Regrettably,

his attorneys have repeatedly attempted

to strong-arm him into accepting a plea
bargain, which he has steadfastly refused

to do. An attempt by his main attorneys to
enter such a guilty plea, over Dr. Kishore’s
explicit refusals to plead guilty, was narrowly
averted by the swift work of his pro bono
attorney, Harold Jacobi. A press conference
assembled to announce that illicit guilty
plea had to be called off once it was learned
that Dr. Kishore had been able to prevail in
maintaining his uninterrupted assertion that
he is innocent and will continue to plead
innocent. The state recognizes it’s on the
hook for millions of dollars of cash owed

to Dr. Kishore’s clinics should he prevail in
court—and is thus motivated to throw its
weight around to keep that cash in its own
pockets.”

7. hetp://www.bostonglobe.com/news/
nation/2014/06/18/massachusetts-infants-
born-with-opiates-system-three-times-
national-rate-analysis-finds/wmfYrNDnW1-
8nposyOi9mCK/story.html
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Redeemed Rebels: A Biblical Approach
to Addiction, Part I, Bootleg Worship

ddiction is a beast.
t is a complicated

issue that involves a
network of disharmoni-
ous breakage in both the
spiritual and the physi-
cal aspects of our experience and exis-
tence. Addiction is at the very bottom
and ultimately a spiritual problem that
manifests itself in more obvious ways
than a host of other sins. It corrupts
every inch of our being, disrupts the

farthest reaches of our purpose as God’s
image, and destroys the very fabric of
our physical makeup.

The difficulty we face, at the mo-

we can be free from addiction (whether
to drugs, alcohol, sex, porn, etc.), is that
the popular remedies to the problem do
not approach it with a foot planted on
the proper foundation. In the current
addiction industry, the starting point

is man and not God. Our perspective
about human beings, our anthropol-
ogy if you will, is blatantly humanistic.
We are simply protoplasm dancing out
our DNA. So, whatever the problem is,
it has to be something that is inherent
and part of our chemical makeup. We
are what we are and we had better get
about the business of just accepting it.
In the popular Alcoholics Anonymous

program (including its spin-offs), we are !
“alcoholics.” We are never going to cease
i proaches the microphone, listen as the

being alcoholics (not drunkards; thats
not nice). We are never going to cease
being pill-addicts. We are never going
to cease being heroin-addicts. These are

by Jeff Durbin

. the cards we've been dealt. Its a disease.
- It’s in us. How can we get free? We need
- more coping skills. We need to “fake it

until we make it.” We need a change of
environment, a new pill that replaces
the old one (just not the icky ones,
thank you), and we need to learn to

- wear the new clothes that will cover our
- spots. In a word: hopelessness.

This is what the world offers. This
is what I heard every day for four years
as the full-time pastor at a rehabilitation
hospital.

As is always the case, if we start with

- God as our reference point, if we stand

- on His revelation about Himself; us,
ment, in answering the question of how !

and His world, our perspective will not
only be hooked into reality, it will be
brimming with hope and new life. We
are not simply dancing out our DNA.
We are not locked into a body that is

- controlling us. We are not doomed to

- life in an identity from which there is

. no escape; there is the promise of 7ew

- creation (2 Cor. 5:17). The problem of
- addiction is not beyond the grasp of

- God. Addiction is a beast. Nevertheless,
- like all beasts before God, it is bound for

© submission to Him.

A Myriad of Voices
Hold a conference on addiction.

Invite the top names with the highest

repute. Fill the auditorium with the
white coats. When the first coat ap-

. expert constructs the most sophisticated
. answer as to why we have this great ‘
. trouble of addiction. Not a moment

- will pass before the applause has ended
- and the subject defined as settled when
- the next white-coat has nudged his way

up to the microphone, telling everyone
how wrong the first coat is and how the
trouble of addiction is really solved in
another way. On and on it goes; each

- distinct voice not being permitted to
- trail off before the tap on the shoulder
. and the next refutation. When the start-

ing point is not God the opinions are
innumerable.

I remember observing my first
group therapy session at the hospital.

- The main facilitator that evening was
- awell-groomed, gruff sounding man,
- oozing with confidence, know-how,

and success. The room was filled with
patients, many wide-eyed and alert and
a few half-dozing due to the detoxi-
fication medication. After calling the

© meeting to order, this gentleman began
- to relate his story:

I used to love to party. I had a very suc-
cessful business; beautiful house, great
cars, I had everything. Then the disease
got me. I abused alcohol and cocaine
and lost everything. Every day, I was
going down to the bottom of the bottle
and snorting a new bump of cocaine as
often as I could. That was fifteen years
ago. I came to understand my disease. I
came to terms with it. I learned what I
hope all of you learn: we have a disease.
These are the cards we've been dealt
and we need to learn to function in

the world living as non-addicts all the
while having the disease of addiction.
You have to learn to fake it until you
make it.
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He then began to instruct everyone
on the method he uses to maneuver his
way out of the obsession to use drugs:
golfing. He encouraged everyone to give
it a try and see if it helps to take their
minds off of the temptation to return
to the old habits. Now, I don’t want to
rustle any jimmies for any golfers that
may be reading this, but I hate golfing.
Put down the silly-shaped stick and
just hear me out. The idea of wearing
brightly colored, tight, itchy pants,
while hitting a tiny little white ball for
miles over perfectly manicured lawns,
under the hot blazing sun, just doesn’t
appeal to me. That seems rather like tor-
ture, really. However, there is something
exceptionally serious to be said here.
Listen to the hopelessness: disease, these
are the cards we've been dealt, and learn
to cope. There’s simply no hope there.
There’s no freedom. There’s no new life.
All we have is the same heart, with the
same desires, with the same inability to
rein it in and get a bridle on it.

I heard this hundreds of times. Each
new day was a new therapist, counselor,
or group facilitator repackaging and
respinning the same hopelessness. The
stories varied. The foundations were the
same. The answers: endless and all col-
liding with one another.

Here’s the nuts and bolts of the
thing: we don’t want God’s explanation.
It’s rather simple and involves a humble
dependence upon Him. He defines the
problem and He offers the help and
hope. Our culture prefers to blame
our environment, our upbringing, our
bloodline, our chemical makeup, our
lack of discipline, etc. Listening to God
means having to reckon with Him.

His explanations are not allowed, and
frankly, it bothers us.

But if we are ever to be free, if we
truly want the whole story of us and our
problem, if we long for new hearts and
something that can actually change our

. spots, we're going to have to put our feet

on a more solid foundation. The Lord
Jesus said,

Everyone then who hears these
words of mine and does them will
be like a wise man who built his
house on the rock. And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house,
but it did not fall, because it had
been founded on the rock. And
everyone who hears these words of
mine and does not do them will

be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand. And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell, and great was the

fall of it. (Matt. 7:24-27 ESV)

Therein lies the fundamental prob-
lem in humanity. We like to build our
houses on the unstable sands rather than
on the Rock. It’s vital to our freedom
and hope that we recognize that when
God became a man in the Person of
Jesus Christ, He told us about the final
plight of homes built like that. They
don’t make it. When the full issues of
life come (and come they will), only the
houses built on the Rock are left to see
the brightness of the refreshed morning
sun.

The mesmerizing part of the Bible,
to my mind, is the fact that God has
spoken. He is the Creator of everything.
He spoke and the universe leapt into
existence (Gen. 1:1). He stands above all
things, was before all things, determines
all things, and yet is mindful of rowdy
lictle rebels like us. He has spoken
(Matt. 22:31). He preaches to us in the
things that have been made (Ps. 19:1;
Rom. 1:20); He has revealed Himself to
every single person made in His Image
(Rom. 1:18-19); nobody is outside of
the realm of His presence and knowl-
edge, and that’s not all: He has walked

among us and given us His Word (John

- 1:1-18). It’s spectacular. We can know

things with certainty, with full assurance
and without wavering (Heb. 10:23)
because we know what He has said.
God says,

All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work. (2
Tim. 3:16-17 ESV)

It’s vitally important for us to be
fully convinced of this truth. We do
not have to clamor around in the dark.
There is light in this darkness. We can
know what the true nature of our prob-
lem is as well as the path to peace. We
must however place our feet on different
ground than fallen people are inclined
to do and look up to the One who
chases the rebels, speaks to them, and
redeems them from slavery. We have
to start with the Rock. Our founda-
tion is the Word of the Living God. We
can listen to His voice over and above
the myriad of contradictory voices and
noise. His voice is settling, His promises
sure.

Bootleg Worship

Ultimately, we do not have an ad-
diction problem. We have a worship
problem. It is not so much a problem
of the brain, but a problem of the heart.
Don't get confused, you'll remember
that I told you that addiction is a beast
and permeates the entirety of our being,
spiritual and physical. Nevertheless, it
starts at a much deeper level. If as Chris-
tians we engage the issue of addiction
(in whatever form) trying to wrangle
in the symptoms we miss the effective
solution of dealing with bad fruit: the
problem is in the root. Deal with that,
and we will successfully handle the
problem of the fruit.

Is the problem of addiction fun-
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damentally a problem in our chemical

makeup? Is it primarily environmental?
Is it something merely the result of our
“evolutionary” past? Is it summed up in

not having the proper coping skills? Not

according to the Scriptures. The Bible
tells us a much different story.

All of us are created in the image
of God (Gen. 1:26). We reflect His
glory, were made for Him, created to
enjoy Him, and are inescapably built

fi hip. O blem isnt a lack of :
o WOIS D T PrOn e e A e O news. Thats what “gospel” means: good !

knowledge of the true God (Rom. 1:18—
21). Our problem is a sinful suppression
of the truth about Him (Rom. 1:18).
The Bible says, “All have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).
We are not simply spiritually sick. Our
condition is much worse: we are spiritu-
ally dead and alienated from God (Eph.
2:1-3). From a Biblical perspective, fo-
cusing on any one particular sin misses
the whole point. We are corrupt to our
very core. Our whole life is in rebellion
against the infinitely Holy God. Paul
summarized it:

As it is written: None is righteous,
no, not one; no one understands;
no one seeks for God. All have
turned aside; together they have
become worthless; no one does
good, not even one. Their throat
is an open grave; they use their
tongues to deceive. The venom
of asps is under their lips. Their
mouth is full of curses and bitter-
ness. Their feet are swift to shed
blood; in their paths are ruin and
misery, and the way of peace they
have not known. (Rom. 3:10-17

ESV)

It wouldn’t be outlandish or im-
proper to call addiction slavery. That
resonates with me. I feel the weight of
that claim. Perhaps you feel it now?
It’s important however to point to the
greater reality of what kind of slavery

we are really involved in. The Lord Jesus

- summarized our plight:

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly,
I say to you, everyone who prac-
tices sin is a slave to sin” (John

8:34 ESV).

On its own, that statement is devas-
tating. It reeks of the same hopelessness

- that is echoing throughout the house
: built on the sand. If He had left it there

all we would have is unrelenting despair
to confess. However, God has good

news. This is part of the story:

So if the Son sets you free, you will

be free indeed. (John 8:36 ESV)

Jesus sets people free. He does not
come to make our lives simply better or

- more manageable. He came to seck and
. save that which was lost (Luke 19:10).

Lost: that is the summary. Many family

- members of people struggling with ad-
. diction have thrown their hands up in

dismay over their loved one’s seemingly
ruthless commitment to a pursuit of

- death, destruction, and darkness. Jesus
- tells us why we are this way: we love

the darkness rather than the light (John

- 3:19).

Now we have wiped away the layers
of dirt and are looking upon the root
that has been feeding the fruit of this

- problem. We are image-bearers of God

at war with Him (Rom. 8:7). In the fall,
we will be in a constant struggle to live

- in God’s world as His image apart from

Him. Our lives are defined by self-seek-
ing behavior. We are the new lawmak-

- ers; not Him. We do not want to live
. lives that are in line with His character

and law. Now enter: the dark exchange.

The Apostle Paul wrote,

For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodli-
ness and unrighteousness of men,
who by their unrighteousness
suppress the truth. For what can

be known about God is plain to
them, because God has shown it to
them. For his invisible attributes,
namely, his eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of
the world, in the things that have
been made. So they are without
excuse. For although they knew
God, they did not honor him as
God or give thanks to him, but
they became futile in their think-
ing, and their foolish hearts were
darkened. Claiming to be wise,
they became fools, and exchanged
the glory of the immortal God for
images resembling mortal man
and birds and animals and creep-
ing things. Therefore God gave
them up in the lusts of their hearts
to impurity, to the dishonoring of
their bodies among themselves,
because they exchanged the truth
about God for a lie and worshiped
and served the creature rather than
the Creator, who is blessed forever!

Amen. (Rom. 1:18-25 ESV)

Our problem is a problem of

- bootleg worship. We don’t want God.
. Therefore, in a sinful suppression of

truth, we exchange God for an idol. We
were made for worship. In our rebel-

: - lion, we direct our worship elsewhere.
made to worship Him. However, we are

As God’s image, we have an inescapable
need for fellowship, peace, joy, pleasure,

. intimacy. However, as rebels against the
- King, we choose rather to be satisfied

with idols that do not satisfy. We need
peace. Rather than going to God who

. is the very God of peace, we drop a pill

or inject a substance that overwhelms
us with a fictitious and fleeting peace.

- We need pleasure and joy. Rather than
. going to God, where in His presence

there is fullness of joy and in His right
hand there are pleasures forever (Psalm

- 16:11), we snort the powder or pop
¢ the molly (ecstasy) to taste a moment
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of fleeting joy and pleasure. We were
built for pure and wholesome intimacy
and fellowship (with God and others).
Rather than going to Him to be satis-
fied we exchange His blessings and sell
His gifts to pursue a life of addiction to
pornography and sexual immorality.

This is idolatry.

God says as much. We are not
sexaholics. We are idolaters. In the third
chapter of Colossians, the Apostle Paul
lays out a category of sins and says:

Put to death therefore what is
earthly in you: sexual immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry.

(Col. 3:5 ESV)

Nevertheless, there is hope in the
gospel! The beautiful story begins after
this indicement upon us. The One and
only true and living God prepared a
plan before the foundation of the world
to save His people from their sins. The
Father planned a people for His own
possession, the Son redeems them, and
the Holy Spirit brings them to life,
indwells them, and empowers them to
obey Him. The good news is that God
saves sinners through the work of Jesus
the Messiah. God became man, lived
the sinless life of obedience to all the
laws of God, died in the place of sin-
ners, was buried, and conquered death
by rising again. He is now ascended as
the King bringing salvation to the ends
of the earth and He calls sinners to re-
pent of sin and to come to Him for life,
forgiveness, peace, and salvation as a gift
of His grace through faith in Him apart
from any work of law (Rom. 1-5).

So how does this answer our
problem of addiction? The problem is
sin. The pursuit of any addiction is the
pursuit of an idol. When God redeems
a person, He redeems the whole person.
He reconciles us to Himself and brings
us to a place of peace with Him remov-

ing our condemnation, having poured it

. out on Christ. He gives us a new heart,
- puts His Spirit within us, and causes us

to obey His laws (Ezekiel 36:24-27).
There is the promise of new life. We are

. bought out of our slavery, taken up out
- of our death (Romans 6), and joined to

Christ (Colossians 3); covered in His

- righteousness (Philippians 3).

Addiction is idolatry. In the Ten
Commandments, God’s first law is clear:

You shall have no other gods before
me. (Exod. 20:3 ESV)

In Christ’s redemption, we are not
only saved from wrath and forgiven all

- of our sin, but we are indwelt by God’s

Spirit who gives us the power and future
hope to live lives passionate about true

- worship and obedience to His law. This
- is His promise:

I will sprinkle clean water on you,
and you shall be clean from all
your uncleannesses, and from all
your idols I will cleanse you. And
I will give you a new heart, and a
new spirit I will put within you.
And I will remove the heart of
stone from your flesh and give you
a heart of flesh. And I will put my
Spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in my statutes and be careful
to obey my rules. (Ezek. 36:25-27
ESV) s
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Nehemiah’s Resolve

ehemiah was a
man of resolve.
He was a man of focus;
a man of purpose.
He was a man with

a mission from which
nothing would distract him. He was a
man who could be counted on to begin
and complete any task. This was both
his gift and his practice.

Distraction from the essential
responsibilities of life and devotion
to the advancement of the Kingdom
has always been a problem, yet never
so much as it is today. This is what
the Apostle Paul was concerned about
when he commanded the Ephesians
and the Colossians to redeem the
time that God had given them on the
earth. He urged them to redeem the
time from something so as to redeem
it to something. Paul was urging them
toward a proper stewardship of time,
the most precious commodity on earth.
Knowing that the days on earth are
full of evil, and the people of God are
prone to many distractions, his concern
was that God’s people would lack the
spiritual fortitude, concentration of
mind, and discipline of body to be
consistently productive in their calling,

God-ward.

Nehemiah, Our Example

The resolve, focus, and tenacity
that is seen in Nehemiah, and in all the
prophets and apostles, was not at all
common. In fact it was very unusual.
It was unusual because it hinged upon
God’s grace: a grace conferred upon an
individual especially for the purpose of

godly resolve, focus, and tenacity. Today

by Paul Michael Raymond

. we are plagued with a legion of distrac-
tions that infest every aspect of our lives.

These distractions are with us daily,

- upon our persons and in our homes. In
. this age of technology, there is no safe

haven from distraction. In an article in
Entrepreneur Magazine called “Pay At-
tention,” Joe Robinson observes:

Chronic interruptions, of the digital
and human variety, are assaulting our
concentration.

As thinking is diverted, the personal
and financial consequences are im-
mense; among them, possibility for
error, increased stress and greatly
diminished productivity. It just may be
the crime of the century. Our minds,
thoughts and chief productivity tool—
attention—are being stolen by a thief,
operating with absolute impunity;
incessant, unbounded interruptions ...
an ever growing volume of intruders,
emails, texts, apps, phone calls, social
media alerts—combined with assaults
from increasingly time panicked hu-
mans, are leaving few places safe for ...
Ding free concentration.!

Perhaps Robinson’s list should also
include distractions from the siren call
of news feeds, blogs, YouTube uploads,
Skype, XBox, and a host of online and

- offline interactive video games.

Robinson’s conclusion is that all

this technology, while it can be useful if

stewarded properly, has rather become
addictive.

This is why technology is so addictive.
It can destroy the ability to control im-
pulsivity, which means more frequent
message checking and web browsing,
and shorter attention spans ... [These]
interruptions undermine effortful

control, which reflects the ability to
regulate impulse control ... [These]
interruptions trigger detours that tax
working memory and increase the time
it takes to accomplish tasks.?

All of these technological advance-
ments are developed and promoted
in an unconscious effort to “eat away”
precious hours of our lives that might
otherwise be used for productive accom-

- plishments. Author David E Noble (not
to be confused with David A. Noble of

Summit Ministries) posits, “[ There is]
an ideological wedding of technology
and transcendence.” Technology in his
view has become “invested with spiritual
significance.”

This may be true for the Premillen-

. nials, who look at the advancement of

technology as a sign that we are near the
end of the world where knowledge will
increase at such a rapid rate that man-
kind will eventually know all the secrets
of the universe and be as God. Thus the

Premillennials view technology eschato-
- logically, even apocalyptically.

This is not the case, however, with
those of the Postmillennial Reformed
faith where the historical victory of the
Messiah is inevitable before the end of

the age. Theirs is another problem. For

- some of them technology has become
: an escape from postmillennial responsi-

bility. For others it is a distraction from
any productivity God-ward. Either
way it has become detrimental for any
advancement of the Kingdom.

The hours spent upon these “techno

- addictions” are never recovered. If they
- are not used for a productive end, they
¢ are wasted and lost forever.
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Productive Christians in an Age
of Techno-Addiction
In the theological community we

sometimes ask, how did Calvin preach
SO Mmany sermons, write so many com-
mentaries and books, keep up with so
many correspondences, shepherd the
people of his congregation, and teach at
the Geneva academy? We might also ask
how John Owen wrote volumes of theo-
logical discourses while deeply involved
in the pastorate, in academia, and in
the affairs of state. And what about the
Puritans and their many pastoral and
theological accomplishments, not to
mention our own modern theologians:
Gary North, R.J. Rushdoony, David
Hall, Joel Beeke, John Frame, Gordon
Clark, Keith Mathison, and so many
others? How did they do it? How did
they accomplish so much, many of
them having so little? What makes them
different? The answer is simple; not
easy—but simple. These all were men
of resolve. They were men of devotion.
They were men of focus. They knew
how to assess and prioritize. They knew
what it took to fulfill their commission
under God and they sought to execute it
with targeted action.

Nehemiah's Resolve

The account of Nehemiah is so
applicable to our day of distraction
that it is the quintessential case study
for reform and reconstruction of the
individual, the church, and the nation.
In the thirteen chapters of the book lie
many of the answers to our modern
distraction problems. Nehemiah sets the
pace, gives the example, and lays down
some ground rules for God’s people to
follow.

Nehemiah was faced with a situ-
ation, which, if not remedied, placed
Israel at risk. It was a situation which
impacted the present as well as the

both the present and the future of the

Hebrew people. His call was a call of

reconstruction. This was his focus. It

- was an urgent issue and he understood
it as such. Perhaps that is Christendom’s
- problem. We do not fully understand

the gravity of the problem we face in
our world today. Nehemiah understood.
He was a man of his times and he was
resolved to rebuild the wall and re-estab-
lish the safety of the nation. That was

- his quest, his purpose, his vision, and his
. passion—and it was upon that task that

he was poised to accomplish. That is our
first lesson.

Without vision, focus, resolve, and
the passion to carry out that vision, all
efforts are doomed to failure. Desire is

- not enough. Empty talk is meaningless.
- Debate is usually fruitless. Creativity is

not enough since it takes an industrious
person to bring to fruition productive
ends. Nehemiah was a man of disci-
pline and resolve. He would build that
wall. That was his quest and his entire

life depended on it. He found his life’s

- meaning in its accomplishment.

Nehemiah'’s Concern
Nehemiah was very concerned for
his brethren. He was concerned for the
church and for the integrity of the King-

- dom of God. It was a genuine concern
- which fueled his resolve and strength-
- ened his tenacity. He desired his breth-

ren’s wellbeing and safety. He desired
for them to glorify God by being used
in His service. He wanted to see them
actively involved in the mission. He had

- hoped that they would work as one,
- united in the work of advancing God’s
- honor, His glory and His Kingdom.

But that would take individual devotion
and self sacrifice. It would take prioritiz-
ing, diligence, and focus. It would take
discipline and resolve. Distraction was

. the last thing the people of God needed, !
. especially at this time in history. §
future. If not remedied, it would destroy

Whenever God’s people fail to be

© productive, they are overcome with sin

and the bondage of wickedness. They

are then reduced to shame and can no

- longer be a victorious people. They
. are then a defeated people. Distracted
- Christians are a direct contradiction to

their commission. They then become a
reproach to men and nations.

Their salt loses its savor; becomes
good for nothing except to be trod-
den under foot by wicked men. This is

- where we find ourselves today. Trodden
- under foot by wicked men (Matt. 5:13).

Nehemiah’s resolution made him
piously devoted to the majesty of the
Lord, working tirelessly to see His law
honored before all nations and by all
men, especially the people of Israel. His

- was one goal and one hope: Thy King-

. dom come on earth as it is in Heaven.

In light of this we have to seriously ask
ourselves some very probing questions.
What is my purpose? What is my life’s
goal? How will I get there? Is it worth it?
Does my goal have an eternal impact? A

- generational legacy attached to it? What
- am I really all about? David tells us that

even a child is known by his doings.
What am I investing my life in? Nehe-
miah knew the answer to each of these
questions and it hinged upon God—his
Maker, Redeemer, and Provider. His

- concern led him to enquire and probe
. into the problem and to seek a solution.
- This shows that he was also self-moti-

vated and poised for action.

There is another point that must be
considered. We are never to neglect, or
take for granted, the power and author-

. ity of the gospel, and our commission to
- advance Christ’s Kingdom, in light of
. the overwhelming responsibility that the

Lord has given to His church and each
individual in that body (Rom. 1:16).

The Source and Strength
of Nehemiah’s Attitude
Nehemiah’s concern and godly atti-

tude came as a result of his regeneration.

He was a child of God. No one
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taught him how to be genuinely con-
cerned for others.

No one taught him how to be
genuinely concerned for the body of
Christ or for the honor of His majesty.
None taught him the desire to see the
advancement of the Kingdom to the
extent that he would risk his entire life
for its honor and advancement.

He was not taught by men. He was

taught by God (Isa. 54:13, 1 John 2:27). |

This tells us that the true saint will
have an overwhelming concern for the
people of God, and for the Kingdom
of God as it exists in time and history
as a result of God’s anointing, and
regenerating work of conversion. The
problem that the redeemed face today is
that they are overly distracted and have
been thrown into the quagmire of the
distracters, and do not know how to

break free.

The Analogy of the Broken Wall
First, God uses the wall as a depic-

tion of the law of God. It is the law of
God which makes every city a fortress.
When the law of God is established in
a culture, the city is secure. Justice and
peace are the result. Whenever the law
of God is broken down, as it was in
Nehemial’s case, it signifies that it has
been disregarded, abused, perverted,
shunned, mocked, and replaced by
secular reasoning. Second, we must un-
derstand the broken wall in Nehemiah’s
case illustrates the fact that the people
were without protection. And since the

it does not have a secure wall of protec-
tion around it, it will be in danger (Prov.
25:28).This was the dilemma which
Nehemiah was contemplating.

When Nehemiah viewed the wall
(Neh. 2:15), he was contemplating and
assessing the spiritual nature of each in-
dividual and family, the spiritual vitality
of the church as a whole, and the entire
cultural and societal structure of the

| nation, that had left off God’s holy law.
- The ethical and Biblical standards of

- God's people were in a shambles due to

their lack of vision, resolve, passion, and
focus to apply the law of God to every
area of life. Only then could the wall be
reconstructed to protect the integrity

of the nation. By their lack of diligence

- the protecting wall was left to crumble.
. Their highest good had now been

misplaced with a focus upon the self; in-
- who are willing to sacrifice, and willing

stead of on the God of glory. Whenever
God’s people fall into grotesque distrac-
tions the Kingdom of God wanes.

Nehemiah First Prays, Then Acts
Before beginning the strategic

application of his plan, Nehemiah

begins with a prayer of confession. He
confesses for himself and for his people

principle of repentance and restoration.

- This is where the saints must begin.
- Next he petitions the King. This is sig-
- nificant because it shows that Nehemiah

knew influential people. He positioned
himself so as to gain an audience. He
did it slowly and over time. We must
do likewise. We must show ourselves

. as sober, trustworthy, wise, knowledge-
- able, and credible men. In the business
- world this is called position marketing,

Marketing mogul Seth Godin calls it
“permission marketing.” You promote
yourself so as to promote your philoso-
phy. Strategy and positioning are key

- ingredients to getting the message of
. the gospel and its cultural import out.
church is likened to a city upon a hill, if

Nehemiah positioned himself strategi-
cally within the social order as a man to
be reckoned with.

He proved himself to be a man of
integrity and wisdom. He built a reputa-

. tion that was honorable.

Nehemiah then assesses the situ-

- ation and delegates the task of recon-

struction (Neh. 2:11).
He does this under the cover of
darkness. I believe there is a time that

. whenever plans are being made for
¢ Christian Reconstruction, that the

- church should first work behind the

scenes, under the radar. Then, when all
is in place, she is to execute the plan in

- the sight of all men and nations.

Nehemiah then assembles a faithful
team and orchestrates the logistics of the
plan. Obviously he had a pool of men to
choose from. We lack that today. Today
committed men are hard to find. Men

to focus upon a task, are hard to find
especially when that task is a long-term,
generational one. We lack faithful men

of scholarship who are also self-starters

and men of consistency. Today it seems
that everyone wants to be the top dog.
Teamwork is no longer an option. The

S - Reformed Christian community is scat-
(Neh. 1:4). Confession is a fundamental

- tered, many times unwilling to work as

a cohesive whole. Wonderfully, however,
Nehemiah had the right men who were
willing to work as a team. These men

- were not only poised for the task; they
- were trained for the task.

Yet the training is not only in theol-
ogy, Christian philosophy, leadership
skills, and Biblical law. Needed today is

. a training in humility and teamwork.
- Itis training in organizational skills

which also teaches men and women
how not to be distracted from the duty

- of the gospel. We need to train willing
- Christians how to get jobs done and to

get them to actually do something in
a coordinated effort. We need to teach
men, yes, but we need to pray that they

- be men taught of God. Like Nehemiah’s

. prayer we, too, must appeal to the cov-

enant promises of God.

Enter the Enemies of Christian
Reconstruction—the Distracters
Human and Technological
There will always be a conspiracy
against the advancement of the King-
dom by evil men, as well as by our own

| proneness to waste precious time, but
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it is the express purpose of God to have
His servants build the Kingdom of God
“in the midst of these enemies” As a
result of Nehemiah’s convictions he
remained focused in the face of these
men. No matter what distractions they
threw at him he remained resolute and
targeted upon his goal.

Nehemiah faced mockery. The
enemies despised his work. They ques-
tioned the integrity of the work, the
validity and longevity of the project, and
whether it was really worth the sacrifice.
The enemies tried to convince Nehe-
miah that the project was unrealistic and
that there was little substance to it. It

was a dream, a fantasy. How many times
- kill us or silence us ... they merely need

have we heard that “We are living in a
dream world” to think that the world
would ever come under the dominion
of the righteous Christ? If Christians are
not convinced that the work of the-
onomy and Christian Reconstruction is
worthy of their passion and focus, then
they will be easily distracted.

Indeed, Nehemiah was a visionary,
yet he was not unrealistic. He under-
stood the way things were and the way
things ought to be. He also had an
applicable knowledge of God’s Word.
He knew it was powerfully useful in real
circumstances. He also knew that this
was God’s work. God was the source of
the work and it was His work that Ne-
hemiah and all of Israel had undertaken
for His glory. It was from this position
that Nehemiah planned and executed
his project. In this historical situation
God was merciful by giving the people
a mind to work. They were committed,
resolved, focused, and passionate.

How do we Christians remain
focused in a world of many
distractions?

Remember there are many varieties
of distraction, both human and techno-
logical. For now I wish to focus upon
the distracters which come to us via

¢ technology. :
First: Know that the commission of
. the saint is a calling of God. The work
- of the saint is theistic, not humanistic.

Second: Know also that every one
of God’s redeemed are purchased and

therefore no longer belong to themselves

but to God to do His bidding.

Third: Since the work is God’s, it

will always yield fruit. It is never a work
* in vain (Neh. 2:20).

While there will always be people
that seek to destroy the work, there are
also those things which are technologi-
cal that seek to distract us. These may

- very well be the greater enemies. 5
The enemies of God do not need to

to distract us. The great distracters of
Nehemiah’s day, Sanballat and Ger-
shem, illustrate this, by seeking to take

Nehemiah from the work (Neh. 6:1-2). A
Despite these distractions, Nehemiah
- would not be tempted (Neh. 6:3). He

- was focused upon a great work, and he

was resolved to complete it.

We must see the work of God
not merely as a work but as a great
work. Nehemiah’s plan was to advance

- God’s work by arming the people with
- practical strategies and tactics to ward
- off distraction and discouragement. In

the historical account, he arms them
with tools for defense as well as tools

for building the wall. He gave them the

physical tools along with the metaphysi- :
- cal realties that the supernatural God
- will fight for them and prosper their

. work.

Some practical strategies to root
out ungodly distractions.

1. Begin your day with quiet time.
Wake thirty minutes earlier to be
with God without interruption.
Mediate upon the work of God and
your part in it.

Embrace it as your work. Internalize
it as your own.

Plan your day accordingly.
Meditate upon your position in His
universal scheme of things, and how
you can assist in that work.

Curb your Internet time.

Limit your time answering emails.
Check them once or twice per day
depending on your need.

Filter out the nonsense coming to
you via your electronic mail.

Set a timer and stick to a set time to
answer emails.

Do not answer every phone call un-
less it is an urgent call.

Silence all audio chimes on your
cell phone because the tendency is
to immediately check to see who is
distracting you.

Stay off Facebook until the end of
the day.

Then only stay on for a few min-
utes, unless you are using social me-
dia for your ministry or business. If
you are using social media for busi-
ness or ministry, allot a specific time
that you will be on the site and do
not be tempted to open any other
browsers. If you get the urge to surf
the web, get up from your chair

and take a break. Eat. Take a walk.
Run around the house. Do jumping
jacks but do not be distracted by the
urge to surf the web, or check email,
or whatever.

If you desperately need to know
what is happening in the continual
collapse of our culture, you can
check one or two news sites, but
only read the headlines and browse
for no more than ten minutes. That
is all it should take to know that the
world is still in a tailspin and your
duty to change it is that much more
urgent.

Set boundaries for your

Continued on page 26
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Moving the Ancient Boundaries

by Andrea Schwartz

Do not move the ancient landmark that your fathers have set. -~ Proverbs 22:28

been faced with
a choice: either accept
God’s terms (and His
definitions of terms), or
construct independent

and self-serving ones. When a culture
constructs new ways of referring to
Biblical concepts, it is evidence that it

is in active rebellion against God and

its laws and conduct will reflect such
rebellion. When the people of God suc-
cumb to altered definitions and modern
adjustments to God’s Word, the results
are detrimental and decidedly wicked.
What's more, issues that are clear-cut in
the Bible and clearly defined in Scrip-
ture become muddied and unnecessarily
complex.

In the law of God as given to Moses g

and fulfilled (put into force) by Christ,
certain behaviors are deemed capital
offenses. This means that God requires
the death penalty to be imposed by
the civil government on people who
commit these crimes. In addition to
the justice demanded by God for these
crimes, the death penalty also purges
evil from among the people. Yet in our
day and age, due to antinomian com-
promise within the church and outright
humanism in the secular world, we have
replaced Biblical terms with euphemistic
ones and compounded the problem by
inserting the concept of “mitigating cir-
cumstances’ to areas where the Scripture
speaks plainly and clearly.

An example of this is the term
“fornication.” In Scripture this refers to

ankind has always

and umbrellas any sexual behavior that
is outside the bounds of godly, covenant
marriage between a man and a woman.
R.J. Rushdoony notes,

In Proverbs, all extra-marital sexual-

ity is condemned, and the counsels
concerning the evils of prostitution,
adultery, and premarital sexuality are all
given as age-old wisdom and implicit in
God’s law. Marital chastity is declared
to be the standard (Prov. 5:1-23). It is
presented, not as an impoverishing life,
but as a well-spring of joy and health to

man’s being.!

Some like to posit a different set of
rules under the New Covenant. There
is no Biblical basis for this antinomian
perspective,

The New Testament forbad all non-
marital sexual intercourse, and pre-mar-
ital relations therefore as well, without
any concern other than to restate the
Biblical law for Greek and Roman
converts (Acts 15:20, 29; 21:25; Rom.
1:29, 1 Cor. 5:1; 6:13, 18; 7:2). Christ
forbad the thoughts leading to it (Matt.
5:28).

Clearly then, Biblical law is designed to
create a familistic society, and the cen-
tral social offense is to strike at the life
of the family. Adultery is thus placed on
the same level as murder, in that it is a
murderous act against the central social
institution of a healthy culture.

As adultery requires the death

. penalty under God’s law, so too do

- other specific acts of fornication: rape,

- homosexuality, and incest. But today

. these transgressions of the law are given
- euphemisms in our modern culture.

- Adultery is sanitized to “having an af-

fair.” Rape has lost much of its mean-
ing due to promiscuity being the norm
rather than the exception, not to men-

- tion how in some circles, any act of sex
¢ between a man and a woman is deemed

rape depending on the mindset of the
woman.? And, words such as “gay” and
« »

queer” have replaced the term homo-

- sexual that is used in Scripture. Parents
- or parent-figures are said to have mo-

lested or abused their children—terms
not found in Scripture—rather than
having committed incest with them

- and by extension adultery against their

spouse if they are married. Add to this
the societal conditioning, where perjury
is expected, yet rarely prosecuted, not

- to mention that the death penalty is all
- but extinct. Is it any wonder that within

and without the church there seems to
be no end of the reports of gross sexual
misconduct? In truth, the people of

- God often prove helpless in separating
. the fact from the fiction and have no

inkling as to how to apply God’s law to
these situations.
Martin Selbrede notes that for cer-

. tain transgressions of God’s law (covered
- under the term “abuse”), “Any number

more than zero is one too many.”* He
states,

There are as many kinds of abuse as
there are sinful impulses in the heart

of man. Physical, emotional, spiritual,
sexual, and ecclesiastical abuse must
never be depersonalized or smeared
with the vocabulary of collusion. Where
abuse has in fact occurred, it must be

dealt with in a godly way. Ezekiel 34
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can help us grasp the manifold facets
of such abuse and harm that can be
inflicted on one or more sheep ...

[I]f we fail to take God’s oath seriously,
and move to retain individuals in

can be repeated, we will have placed
ourselves firmly on the side of injustice.
Small wonder that the modern church
is filled with the walking wounded ...
Deuteronomy 16:20 reads “Justice,
justice shalt thou do,” not “Injustice,
injustice shalt thou preserve and
protect.”

Since the operative nature of God’s
law is ignored by most people and
churches, and is not customarily the
subject of Sunday sermons, it is easy to
let standards other than Biblical ones
rule the day. Uninformed or partially
informed comments on social media
often determine the guilt or innocence
of the accused or accuser. Emotionalism
and slander replace solid Biblical think-
ing. Even those who claim to adhere to
theonomic principles are likely to aban-
don them in order to spare themselves

or their congregations embarrassment or

condemnation.

If we are serious about wanting to
protect children, women, and society
from sexual predators, we need to teach
children (at home and in church) from
the earliest age what God has to say on
the subject of lawful sexuality. Some will
protest that this instruction will sexual-
ize children prematurely, but failing to
teach them leaves them fair game for
perpetrators and aggressors. Better that
they become acquainted with these
matters from those who will provide
instruction from a thoroughly Biblical

perspective, than from someone without :

the same interest and concern for them.
It is always preferable to provide
instruction before problems arise when
the terms and context of the teaching
can be done calmly and systematically.
Those whose families have been ravaged

. by sexual violations often agree with

this statement in hindsight. Although
the following examples are hardly of the
same magnitude of teaching children

- how to obey God in the area of sexual-
capacities where the harm they inflicted :

ity, they illustrate the point that we
regularly address the reality of poten-
tially negative outcomes as we prepare

- our children for scenarios they may
. encounter.

e When a family is planning a wil-
derness vacation or a simple hike,
instruction is given to children to be
on the lookout for poison ivy and
poison oak. The plants are described
and they are schooled in how to
spot them before they are standing
in the midst of them. One could
argue that by pointing these out to
children ahead of time they will go
and seek out the plants and play
there. However, by calling their at-

tention to the hazards posed by even i these areas. If they understand that

- mommy and daddy have an exclusive

touching them, unnecessary pain
and suffering can be avoided.

*  When teaching young people to
drive, we encourage the concept of

the devastating effects of collision
injuries or even death, and encour-
aging the frequent and proper use
of mirrors, speed limits, and safe
driving practices, we help a new
driver maneuver through the haz-
ards associated with getting behind
the wheel. Rarely do these precau-

altogether. Just the opposite is the
case. The person is better equipped
to deal with the inevitable chal-
lenges that will be faced each time
he assumes the role of a driver.

While Their Hearts Are Tender
Very young children are often the

- target of sexual predators (both within
- and without the church). Their trusting
¢ natures and their eagerness to please give :

: an advantage to those who seek to harm

them. We do not have to “toughen”
the tender hearts of children to prevent
them from becoming victims. We can

- speak to their tender hearts as we teach
- God’s rules and show that God’s laws

are operative even for children. So, as
we instruct children on modesty (not

- running around without clothes on),
- and respecting the personal spaces and
- the bodies of others (not solving their

differences by coming to blows), we can
also teach that because of God’s high

© premium on marriage and fidelity, care
- must be taken to remain in His will long

before a person is ready for marriage.
Discussing why we cover certain
parts of our body and guard our chastity

. is a way sin (the opposite of godli-
- ness) and its effects can be explained to

children. If you teach them when they
are young, they have the principle in
place before they experience temptation

relationship with each other that does
not include other people, and that the

- same rules apply to them even before
defensive driving. By demonstrating they marry, red flags will go up if some-

. thing contrary to Biblical teaching is

offered to them.
Because of the epidemic of adults

- fornicating with children, it is important
- that we refine our terms so that gullible

children are not fooled by “friendly”
people who come bearing treats or pres-
ents. The familiar admonition, “Don’t

: . . 1.
tions dissuade the teen from driving talk with strangers,” implies that the

- only true threats come from people they

don’t know. However, once someone has
been introduced and seen on a regular
basis, the designation of stranger no

- longer applies. Instead, children should
- be told that secrecy from their parents

is never an acceptable condition when
dealing with others. Someone who

- wishes to take advantage of children will
- usually encourage secrecy and instruct

them not to speak to others about any
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of what takes place. Whether they are
seduced by pleasure or intimidated by
fear, if children have not been prepared
to recognize a sinful situation, defend
themselves, and report it to their par-
ents, then their vulnerability is a direct
result of parental negligence, at best.

In the devastating scenario of a
parent abusing his or her own son or
daughter, the non-offending parent
must remember that Biblically the
responsibility and loyalty is first and
foremost to God, and then to protect
the child. Attempting to handle revela-

tions of sexual misconduct privately and

without outside assistance compounds
the problem and makes discovering the
truth or falsity of the claim additionally
difficult.

Biblical definitions and Bibli-
cal consequences must be taught and
understood if we hope to bring light
to this very dark area. We must use the
Biblical terms for these specific acts of
fornication: adultery, incest, rape, and
homosexuality. Trying to soften these
terms only serves to lessen the fact that
the acts are primarily offenses against
God, and that His Word contains the
consequences for so doing.

Among the problems attendant
with this entire subject is the absence
of Biblical terms to replace the con-
cepts of abuse and molestation. As we've
moved away from Biblical definitions,
the waters get muddier and muddier.
Moreover, some want to dismiss any
allegation by a child or teen if there are
no corroborating witnesses.® While it is
true that it takes wisdom to adjudicate
in these matters,” without people who
place God’s law above personal con-
siderations or public opinion, we don’t
have a fighting chance.

The Bible is not silent regarding
those who don't have corroborating
witnesses to sexual offenses perpetrated
against them. Psalm 10:2-11 describes

- the plea of the oppressed person. Most
- definitely, those who are victimized by

the sexual aggression of others fall into
the category of the oppressed. Note

- how well the psalmist describes the ac-

tions of the wicked as they go after the
weak and helpless.

2 In arrogance the wicked hotly
pursue the poor; let them be
caught in the schemes that they
have devised.

3 For the wicked boasts of the de-
sires of his soul, and the one greedy

for gain curses and renounces the
LORD.

4 In the pride of his face the
wicked does not seek him; all his
thoughts are, “There is no God.”

5 His ways prosper at all times;
your judgments are on high, out of

at them.

6 He says in his heart, “I shall not
be moved; throughout all genera-
tions I shall not meet adversity.”

7 His mouth is filled with curs-
ing and deceit and oppression;
under his tongue are mischief and
iniquity.

8 He sits in ambush in the villages;
in hiding places he murders the

innocent. His eyes stealthily watch
for the helpless;

9 he lurks in ambush like a lion in
his thicket; he lurks that he may
seize the poor; he seizes the poor
when he draws him into his net.

10 The helpless are crushed, sink
down, and fall by his might.

11 He says in his heart, “God has
forgotten, he has hidden his face,

he will never see it.”

Proper Jurisdiction
Failing to acquaint children with
the tactics and strategies of those who
might oppress them leaves them at a

- decided disadvantage when it comes

to protection. We must insist that our
children tell us immediately of anything

- untoward that happens to them. This
- policy protects both the accused and

the accuser so that steps can be taken to
investigate the matter and bring in the

- civil authorities to help adjudicate the

truth or falsehood of the claims. Any-

thing less subverts justice (one way or

- the other) and creates a shadow-world
- of secrecy.

Some object to calling in civil

authorities, stating that the ungodly
- status quo disqualifies the civil realm

from dealing with such accusations and
crimes. This argument fails on many

¢ counts, not the least of which is the

his sight; as for all his foes, he puffs

God-given jurisdiction for justice God
gives to the state. If we are going to call

- into question instances of overreach by
- one institution into the affairs of others

(health, education, and welfare), we
must uphold the proper duties of the

- civil magistrate.

Others call it a matter for the
church to deal with. This, again, fails

- because the church does not wield the
- sword and for this reason must bring in

civil authorities to determine whether
allegations of sexual violation have

occurred. The church has the power

of excommunication, which may be in
order for the offender, but that in and

- of itself does not bring about justice for
. the offended. We must make proper

use of the institution God has ordained
to deal with such matters, even if it

. exercises its role imperfectly. This should

be the impetus for God’s people to work
toward the Christian reconstruction of

- society so that we end up with a godly
- civil realm.®
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Liability of the Bystander
Along with training children to be
forthright with their parents (or another
adult in the case of an offending par-
ent), the person who becomes aware of
the situation of sexual violation has a
responsibility to aid the afflicted. Rush-

doony notes,

[TThis principle of responsibility ap-
pears in Deuteronomy 22:24. A woman
assaulted in a city is presumed to have
given consent if she does not raise a cry,
the origin of the hue and cry common
law. At her cry, every man within sound
of her voice has a duty to render imme-
diate aid; failure to do so was regarded
as a fearful abomination which polluted
the land, and figuratively, darkened the

sun.’

Not unlike in the parable of the
Good Samaritan, we must render aid
when we are approached by an op-
pressed or afflicted person. We cannot
fall back on the fact that we're too busy
or we are uncertain as to the truth or
falsity of the claim. We are not to be
a bystander to the situation, but must
help to bring about justice. Again Rush-

doony comments,

The civil legal situation may be an
equivocal one; the biblical legal re-
quirement is not. Misprision, i.e., the
concealment of a crime, is a serious of-
fense. The inactive bystander is a party
to the crime. The parable of the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37) was firmly
based on biblical law.

In the parable of the Good Samaritan,
the priest and the Levite avoided the
victim and “passed by on the other
side.” The religious leaders claimed to
obey the law; they tithed “mint and
rue and all manner of herbs, and pass
over judgment and the love of God”
(Luke 11:42). It was an easy matter to
tithe ming it sometimes required moral
courage to help a victim; in the case
of the victim Jesus described, not even
courage was required, only assistance

in terms of the law to a victim aban-
doned by the criminals. The religious
leaders kept the law only when it cost
them little or nothing to do so. Jesus
confounded them from the law.

It is thus a serious error to reduce the
parable of the Good Samaritan to the
level of feeling alone, or to a matter of
charity; these things are subordinate to
the law in this case. Those who despise
the law are also without charity. They
profess to love the law, but they choose
simple matters for obedience and
despise the things which are difficult.
Too many churchmen today reduce the
law to simple rules about the sabbath
and adultery and bypass or violate the
rest of the law with impunity. This is
Pharisaism.?

Although no one enjoys conflict,

. there are times when unpleasant accusa-

tions need to be dealt with scripturally.

Unless the people of God adhere to

- God’s Word in the area of sexuality, they

will not be able to deal with the ugly

situations that a wicked and perverse

© generation presents us with. We repre-
- sent Christ as Christians and need to

understand that the psalmist is calling
us to insist on justice—justice on God’s

i terms.

O LORD, you hear the desire of
the afflicted; you will strengthen
their heart; you will incline your
ear to do justice to the fatherless
and the oppressed, so that man
who is of the earth may strike ter-

ror no more. (Psalm 10:17—18) & |
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REVIEW

In Freedom’s Cause
(The Braveheart Story, Only Better)

P l ormally when I
review a book
or a movie, I'm on the

sharp lookout for flaws,
nuances, etc. But this

“ is neither a book nor a
movie. It’s an audio drama—a movie for
your mind.

My wife and I are audio drama
fans. We collect them, and we listen to
“Imagination Theater” every weekend.
So I put away my notebook and just sat
back and listened.

In Freedom’s Cause is billed as “The
Real Story of Wallace and Bruce”—that
is, Sir William Wallace and King Robert

of Scotland from English oppression in
the Middle Ages. It’s part of a series, 7he
Extraordinary Adventures of G.A. Henty,
Henty being the prolific author of edify-
ing and faith-friendly children’s books
some hundred years ago. His work is
very well-known among today’s Chris-
tian homeschooling families. The series
is produced by Bill Heid and audio the-
ater veteran John Fornof—and it’s first-
rate family entertainment, packed with
lessons in Christian faith and honor.

Stellar Cast, Gripping Story

I say it’s better than the Oscar-
winning film, Braveheart, because it
includes the religious dimension of
the story, which was omitted from the
movie. The William Wallace depicted
herein is more of a whole man than was
Mel Gibson’s Wallace in the film. What

is omitted from the audio drama is the

Reviewed by Lee Duigon

- silly stuff about the English queen fall-
: ing in love with Wallace.

It would have been the easiest thing
in the world to make this production
simplistic, preachy, and corny. It is none

- of those things. It’s a drama taken out of
- history, with Christian heroes, a noble

cause, courage against overwhelming
odds, and faith. “By faith” Sir William

just like one of the Biblical heroes
memorialized in Hebrews Chapter 11.
To give the story heart and wings,

a superb cast was assembled. Instead of

Mel Gibson, we have Stuart Pendred
as Wallace. Originally trained as an

the Bruce, the champions and liberators : actor, Pendred has won acclaim as an

opera star—not a bad asset for an actor
whom the audience will never see, but

- only hear. Pendred wields his voice with

- power and precision. When his Wallace

quoted Scripture, it deeply moved me.
It will move you deeply, too.
They've also got one of my favorite

E actors, Brian Blessed, playing G.A. Hen-

ty himself to introduce the story and

- serve as narrator throughout. Blessed
. is best known for playing Augustus

Caesar in the classic BBC production of

1, Claudius. He plays G.A. Henty with

. infectious enthusiasm.

The story is carried forward by the
adventures of a boy, Ned Forbes (Hugo

- Docking), who inherits a blood feud,
- with all the dangers that entails, and

grows to manhood (Johnny Scott takes
over the role as “older Ned”) as one

- of Wallace’s most trusted knights and
- brothers-in-arms. Ned and his feud, his

- breath.

- marriage to the daughter of his enemy,
- and his interactions with Wallace and
- King Robert, are fictional. His story

serves as a bridge between the audience

and the larger story of Scotland’s fight

. for independence.

It’s Not All Sunshine
There are some darker elements of

- Wallace fought for Scotland’s freedom— this story. Wallace could not be con-

- quered on the battlefield. The English

found a Scottish traitor to betray him,
and after a one-sided mockery of a trial,

subjected him to a most cruel and pro-

tracted execution.
Instead of shying away from this,

. the writers made it an occasion to test

- Ned’s faith. “Sir William believed God

would deliver him—but God did not

deliver him!” Ned cries. But the an-

- swer Ned receives is that God did not

abandon Wallace, but went with him
into the valley of the shadow of death:

and did not deliver him from death (for
. all men die), but rather delivered him in

death. Wallace would have saved himself
by doing homage to the English king

- and becoming his vassal, his slave. But

despising what these men would do to
him, Wallace remained true to his last

Again Hebrews 11 comes to mind:
“and others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance, that they might obtain a

- better resurrection” (v. 35).

It was harder to show the heroism
of Robert the Bruce, who at first tried

. to appease the English and was slow

Continued on page 26
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GUEST COLUMN

History is Important: How to Falsely Portray
Christians as Racists for Political Purposes

History is vitally
important. Many
people think it’s not
important, or that it’s
not particularly relevant
to day-to-day life. But
in some instances, at least, it clearly is.

What you believe about many political
and economic issues is powerfully influ-
enced by what you believe about certain
events of history.

This is why, for example, some
people strive so hard to “prove” that six
million Jews were not killed by Hitler’s
Nazis. They want to change what people
believe about World War II in order to
dispel part of the negative stigma at-
tached to Hitler and National Socialism.
There’s a method to their madness (and
madness it is).

Historical revisionism can work in
the other direction as well. If you can
be convinced that a particular political
movement has a sinister origin, you may
want to distance yourself from it or even
condemn it. So what you believe about
the history of that movement is an
important consideration in your overall
assessment of it.

Prof.Randall Balmer
Enter Prof. Randall Balmer of Dart-
mouth College. He is widely recognized
as an evangelical scholar. He has been
formally associated with Christianity To-
day, the flagship magazine of evangelical-
ism, and he has written scholarly books

about evangelicalism. But he is politically -
left-wing, and if there’s one thing he cant :
. government-imposed segregation was

stand, it’s right-wing Christians.

by Michael Wagner

A few years ago Prof. Balmer began
to develop a thesis that modern conser-
vative Christian political activism was
originally motivated by racism. Nor-
mally the rise of such activism has been

- attributed to Christian opposition to
abortion, homosexuality, feminism, and
. other such currents of modern society.

- Balmer says phooey to that. Support

. for racial discrimination was the real

motivation.

Why does he make that claim? It
is no doubt deliberate. He takes two
quite different historical matters and
mixes them together to make it look
like conservative Christian activists in
the United States (at least in the 1970s)
were full-throttled supporters of racial
segregation. Balmer understands that

. history is important, and if he can get

- people to believe that modern Christian
. activism was originally motivated by
racism, he can thereby discredit such

- activism. If you are a Christian activist,

you will be tarnished by the historical
wrong-doings of your movement. You'll
have the stain of racism attached to you.
That is the whole point.

Racial Segregation
To understand how Balmer mis-
informs his readers, it is important to
know a few matters of American history.
Until the mid-twentieth century,

- some American states had laws that
- segregated black people from white
- people. Public schools and public

transportation, for example, had differ-

ent places for blacks and whites. This

- quashed by the U.S, Supreme Court

and the federal government during the
1950s and 1960s.

Some whites who continued to
favor segregation then created private
schools commonly known as “white

- flight” schools to keep their children

- away from black children. The federal
- government responded by denying

. tax-exempt status to these kinds of

schools. Racially discriminatory schools
could not be considered charitable
organizations.

However, one well-known Chris-
tian university in the South, Bob Jones
University, maintained some racist poli-
cies. At first, it would not allow black
students to attend. Then it relented and
allowed blacks to attend in 1971 but
forbade interracial dating. Due to this

. continuing policy of racial discrimina-

. tion, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
revoked Bob Jones University’s tax-

- exempt status in January, 1976.

Bob Jones University filed a lawsuit
to retain its tax exemption. This lawsuit
wound its way through the court system
until the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
against the university in 1983.

While that case was ongoing,
another matter arose concerning private
Christian schools. In 1977 President
Jimmy Carter appointed Jerome Kurtz
to be the new IRS Commissioner. Kurtz

- soon implemented a policy that private

- schools in certain parts of the country

- would lose their tax-exempt status if

- they did not enroll a certain percentage

of minority students, or otherwise dem-
- onstrate that they were making efforts
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to recruit minority students and hire
minority staff. Thus many Christian
schools that did not support racial dis-
crimination in any way could still lose
their tax-exempt status simply for failing
to meet arbitrary IRS standards.

Storm of Protest

Political scientist Robert Zwier,
in his book Born-again Politics: The
New Christian Right in America (In-
tervarsity Press, 1982), points out that
many conservative Christians saw this
new IRS policy as being grossly unfair.
Zwier writes, “These proposals triggered
storms of protest among fundamental-
ists, many of whom support religious
schools. To them it looked as if the IRS
was simply presuming guilt for any
school created after 1954. Some Chris-
tian groups generated a letter-writing
campaign and deluged IRS offices with
over 120,000 letters—apparently an IRS
record” (p. 26).

Basically, there was a groundswell of
Christian activism against the IRS attack
on Christian schools. This contributed
significantly to the overall mobiliza-
tion of conservative Christians into the
movement now called the Christian
Right or Religious Right. It is notable
that the Bob Jones University case was
separate from this event. Zwier doesn’t
even mention it.

Due to conservative Christian oppo-
sition to the IRS policy, the U.S. Con-
gress passed a measure to stop it. The
IRS could not just assume that Chris-
tian schools were racist schools. This
success further encouraged the growth
of conservative Christian activism.

Balmer’s Twist
Prof. Balmer has recently written a
biography of President Jimmy Carter,
whom he adores: Redeemer: The Life
of Jimmy Carter (Basic Civitas Books,
2014). He uses this book as his latest
platform to attack conservative Chris-

. tians. He lumps together the Bob Jones

University case and the IRS attack on
Christian schools to make it look as
though Christian school supporters were
motivated by racism.

Consider his accusations. Balmer
writes that in the 1970s, the conser-
vative Christian political movement
“organized effectively, if not avowedly,
to defend racial segregation at Bob Jones
University and similar institutions” (p.
107). Further on he states that “the
issue that had been responsible for the
emergence of the Religious Right” was
“tax exemptions for racially discrimina-
tory institutions” (p. 167). And later he
notes that “opposition to abortion had
emerged by the early 1980s as the litmus
issue for the movement, eclipsing the
less popular stance of defending racial
discrimination at places like Bob Jones
University” (p. 169). Abortion became
the “litmus issue,” eclipsing the previ-
ous “litmus issue” of “defending racial
discrimination.”

Is it true that the Christian ac-
tivists he describes were “defending
racial discrimination”? No, it is not.

As mentioned, what Balmer has done
is taken two separate issues, the Bob
Jones University court case, and the
controversy over the IRS “guilty until
proven innocent” policy, and mixed
them together. He says they are the
same issue; so when Christian private
schools defended their rights against
the IRS, they were simultaneously
defending racial discrimination at Bob
Jones University. In other words, the
Christians who rose up to defend their
own private day schools were actually
advocates of racial discrimination. This
is Balmer’s assertion and it seems rather
close to being libelous. Publicly accusing
people of being motivated by racism is
not something to be taken lightly.

It is true that the Christian resis-
tance to the IRS policy was a major fac-

. tor in the rise of the Religious Right, as

Balmer states. But it was not a defense
of racial discrimination as he falsely
claims. The Bob Jones University court
case was an entirely different matter.

Francis Schaeffer a Racist?

Interestingly, Balmer also briefly dis-
cusses Francis Schaeffer and notes that
Schaeffer is “considered by many” to be
“the intellectual godfather of the Reli-
gious Right” (p. 110). In other words,
Balmer’s view is that Schaeffer was the
intellectual godfather of a movement
whose founding tenet was “defending
racial discrimination.”

What would Francis Schaeffer say
about that? Well, we don’t have to guess.
In 1976 he wrote a book entitled How
Should We Then Live? In chapter 5 of
that book he discusses the “many areas
where the Bible was not followed as it
should have been” in the Reformation
countries. He identifies racial discrimi-
nation as one of the two biggest failures
in this category. For example, he writes:
“In the area of race there were two types
of abuse. The first was slavery based
on race; the second, racial prejudice as
such. Both practices were wrong, and
often both were present when Christians
had a stronger influence on the consen-
sus than they now have—and yet the
church, as the church, did not speak out
sufficiently against them” (p. 113).

He goes on to say: “Today’s Chris-
tians, by identification with their
forebears, must acknowledge these in-
consistencies in regard to a twisted view
of race. We can use no lesser word than
sin to describe those instances where the
practice was (or is) so far from what the
Bible directs” (p. 114).

So the question Prof. Balmer needs
to answer is this: how does he reconcile
his view of the Religious Right as co-
alescing to defend racial discrimination
with the fact that the “intellectual god-
father” of the Religious Right explicitly
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condemned racial discrimination as sin
in one of his best-known books?

Don't expect an answer. The histori-
cal revisionism of Balmer’s book has
a political purpose and that purpose
would be thwarted by clearly iden-
tifying the different historical events
and the motivations of the Christians
involved. The Christian activists of the
1970s were not motivated by support
for racial discrimination. But if Balmer
can get people to believe that, conserva-
tive Christian political activism will be
discredited to a certain degree. And that
is his purpose.

Conclusion

History is important. As this ex-
ample demonstrates, having an errone-
ous view about the historical origin of
modern conservative Christian activ-
ism will affect how people view such
activism. An historian can take actual
events, rearrange the information into a
predetermined pattern, and portray cer-
tain participants as being sinister. This is
what Prof. Balmer has done.

Of course, it’s tempting to portray
our opponents as sinister. But a Chris-
tian historian will be bound by Exodus
20:16, “You shall not bear false wit-
ness against your neighbor” (ESV). A
Christian historian, like everyone else,
can make mistakes and even come to
an unconventional understanding of
events. That’s legitimate. But hope-
fully he or she will not allow a political
agenda to dictate an historical portrayal
that misleads people.

The bigger point, though, is that
what you believe about history can
have implications in your day-to-day
life. Your willingness to participate in
or support a particular movement or
organization will be influenced by what
you believe about its past.

Michael Wagner is a home schooling father,
an independent researcher and writer, and

i the author of Christian Citizenship Guide:

Christianity and Canadian Political Life.

He has a PhD in Political Science from the
University of Alberta and lives in Edmonton
with his wife and eleven children.

M. Rushdoony ... Chalcedon cont. from page 5

They were soon gone, and their world
with them.

We are summoned repeatedly in
Scripture to love the Lord our God
with all our heart, mind, and being.
Our Lord says, “If ye love me, keep
my commandments” (John 14:15).
Nothing less will please the Lord. Only
faithfulness will make us “more than
conquerors” in Christ (Romans 8:37).

Unfed people do not live long: they die
of starvation. Unfed church members
also wane in strength and become
basket cases. We try to feed Christ’s
people, sound an alarm concerning the
evils which confront us, and we also
seek to further Reconstructionist activi-
ties in various areas of life and across
the globe. We are only able to do this as
you support us.

Back in the late 1950s, when [ wrote
about these things in Inzellectual Schizo-
phrenia, 1 concluded by saying that this
is a great and exciting time to be alive. I
have not changed my mind."

Commanding the Future

We submit that the future, more than
ever, depends on the study of the
meaning of God’s law-word. Unless we
develop the implications and require-
ments of God’s command-word for
our time, we will continue to walk in
darkness, and under judgment.

This is Chalcedon’s calling and purpose,
to set forth God’s Word in all its
meaning for every sphere of life and

thought.

There have always been schools and
agencies to train men in terms of
specific current duties in church, state,
school, and other spheres. Beyond such

vocational training, valuable as it is,
there is the need to study God’s Word
simply to know it, and, knowing it,
command the future in terms of its
meaning and mandates. Will you help

us?lo oy

1. I have, when possible, noted the dates
these handwritten manuscripts were com-
posed. Some or all were likely printed in
some form, but the specifics of how or when
are not easily determined without exhaustive
research.

2. “Reflections on 80 Years,” by Rousas John
Rushdoony, 1996.

3. Now Van (pronounced Von), Turkey.

4. “The Vision of Chalcedon,” by Rousas
John Rushdoony, undated.

. “Reflections on 80 Years.”

. “The Vision of Chalcedon.”
. “Reflections on 80 Years.”

. Untitled, 1970 or 71

9. “Reflections on 80 Years.”

10. “Chalcedon’s Vision,” by Rousas John
Rushdoony, undated.

11. “Chalcedon Foundation,” by Rousas
John Rushdoony, (early 1990s).

12. “Chalcedon Vision.”

13. “Reflections on 80 Years.”

14. “The Vision of Chalcedon.”

15. From a printed Friends of Chalcedon
leteer titled “A Report from R.J. Rush-
doony,” June 1991.

16. “Study and Progress,” by Rousas John
Rushdoony, 1986.

(o< BN BN V)|

J. Durbin ... Rebels cont. from page 13

artist with 5 Black-Belts and and has starred
in popular video games and even played
Michaelangelo and Donatello for the
“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” franchise
as well as Johnny Cage in “Mortal Combat”
the world-tour. The younger crowd may
have even seen him as a fighter in MTV’s
“Final Fu”. Jeff has been married to his
bride, Candi, for over 14-years. Candi and
Jeff have 4 children: Sage, Immagin, Saylor,
and Stellar. Two more children are in heaven
with Jesus, because they went to be with the
Lord during pregnancy.

www.chalcedon.edu

March/April 2015 | Faith for All of Life 25



P Raymond ... Nebemiah cont. from page 17

uninterrupted work time. Carve out

a certain time in the day where you
are to be without interruption.

7. Close the day with a recap of what
you have accomplished.
Monitor your progress. Repent over
any wasted time spent on meaning-
less endeavors. See all distractions as
sacrilegious. They can very well be
the undoing of your impact on the
culture.

One of the reasons why I believe
the church has been brought into such a
state of shambles is because she has not
been focused upon the historic Chris-
tian faith, its creeds and its counsels,
and how Christianity has changed, and
ought to change—the face of the world
by transforming cultures. Remember the
enemies of the gospel never sleep. But
while good men sleep, the enemy sows
tares. Christians need to wake up out
of sleep. Our task is clearly before us.
Will we fight for our brethren, our sons
and our daughters, our wives and our
houses, or will we lie back comfortably
upon our beds waiting for someone else
to sacrifice for the work of God in the
advancing of the Kingdom? If that is
your position, can you be truly sure that
the Spirit of God rests upon you unto
salvation? The great Puritan Richard
Baxter penned these words hundreds of
years ago;

He that is in a state of sin hath habitu-

ally and predominantly a greater love

to some pleasures or profits, or honors

of this world than he hath to God and

to the glory which he hath promised.

He prefereth and seeketh and holdeth

(if he can) his fleshly prosperity in

this world before the favor of God ...

On the other side, a state of holiness

is nothing else but the habitual and

predominant devotion and dedication

of soul body and life, and all that we

have, to God; and esteeming and loving

and serving and seeking Him before all
the pleasures and prosperity of the flesh,
making His favor and everlasting happi-
ness ... our end.’

May God strengthen us to do

 all His Holy will in our day—in our

time—advancing His Kingdom on

- earth as it is in Heaven. sy

. Rev. Paul Michael Raymond is the pastor of

the Reformed Bible Church in Appomattox,
VA, founder of the Institute for Theonomic

Reformation (www.hisglory.us), and Dean

of the New Geneva Christian Leadership

Academy (www.newgeneva.us).

i 1. Entrepreneur Magazine, September 2014,
© pp- 61-62.

2. ibid., p. 64.
3. David E Noble, The Religion of Technology

(New York: Alfred A. Knopf Publications,

1998), p. 22.
4. ibid., front flap.

. 5. Richard Baxter, A Christian Directory
. (n.p., n.d.), p. 14.

Duigon ... Freedom’s Cause cont. from page 22

- to take up arms against them—all the

while Wallace carried on the fight virtu-
ally alone. It seems the Scots high nobil-

. ity didnt mind the common people and
- the lesser nobles getting trampled, as

long as their own privileges were secure.

The Bruce was tardy in coming to the
i cause; but once committed, he never let

up until the cause was won.
The writers are to be congratulated

. for never trying to sidestep the less
- heroic aspects of this history.

Making It Work
There are extras that flesh out the

. production to make it truly a movie

for the mind—a haunting background

. music score, expert sound effects, and
- bits of comic relief. I laughed out loud

when one of the young Scots was sent
in to spy on the English, disguised as a

- minstrel: but the only musical instru-
¢ ment he could find was a primitive

. contraption called a “goat woo”—a kind
- of bagpipe whose eruptions only a goat

would appreciate. I won't attempt to
describe it.
In Freedom’s Cause is two-and-a-half

 hours long. But if you don't have such

a block of time available, it’s on two
discs, with the break in the story placed

- so that it won't disorient you to save the

second part for the next day.
All'in all, T found that this story

- stayed with me after I'd finished listen-
. ing. It made me want to know more,

because I kept thinking about what I'd
heard. Further reading re-acquainted

- me with Sir James Douglas, “the Black

Douglas,” who took up the fight where
Wallace left off and pressed it home to

- final victory.

That’s how education’s supposed to
work, isn’t it?

The two-disc set costs $24.99

- and can be ordered online via www.

InFreedomsCause.com, or by phone,
877-327-0365. The website provides

- information about the cast, the produc-
- tion, and the rest of the G.A. Henty

series.
All right, I know it’s too late to

- order it for Christmas. But who says you

can’t give your family an after-Christmas
present? Ay

Lee Duigon is a Christian free-lance writer
¢ and contributing editor for Faith for All

of Life. He has been a newspaper editor
and reporter and is the author of the Be//

i Mountain series of novels.
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Chalcedon Catalog

Biblical Law

The Institute of Biblical Law (In three volumes, by R. J. Rushdoony) Volume |
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection is to
claim dominion on man’s terms. The general principles (commandments)
of the law are discussed as well as their specific applications (case law) in
Scripture. Many consider this to be the author’s most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $50.00

Or, buy Vol’s 1 and 2 and receive Vol. 3 FREE!
All 3 for only $77.00 (A huge savings off the $110.00
retail price)

Volume Il, Law and Society

The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and community, the
sociology of the Sabbath, the family and inheritance, and much more are
covered in the second volume. Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume lll, The Intent of the Law

After summarizing the case laws, the author illustrates how the law is for our
good, and makes clear the difference between the sacrificial laws and those
that apply today.

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00

The Institutes of Biblical Law Vol. 1 (La Institucion de la Ley Biblica, Tomo 1)
Spanish version. Great for reaching the Spanish-speaking community.

Hardback, 912 pages, indices, $40.00

Ten Commandments for Today (DVD)

This 12-part DVD collection contains an in-depth
interview with the late Dr. R. J. Rushdoony on the
application of God’s law to our modern world. Each
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony
challenges the humanistic remedies that have obviously
failed. Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in
the Bible, can the standard for righteous living be found. Rushdoony silences
the critics of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as
the consequences of disobedience to God’s Word. Includes 12 segments: an
introduction, one segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

2 DVDs, $30.00

=T Law and Liberty
LR By R. J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas of life

Law&
Liberty

from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life must be brought
under the dominion of Christ and the government of God’s

Word.

R.J. Rushdoony

Paperback, 212 pages, $9.00

In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law over the
life of man and society.

Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

Faith and Obedience: An Introduction to Biblical Law

R. J. Rushdoony reveals that to be born again means that
where you were once governed by your own word and
spirit, you are now totally governed by God’s Word and
Spirit. This is because every word of God is a binding
word. Our money, our calling, our family, our sexuality,

AN INTRODUCTION
| TOBIBLICAL LaW

our political life, our economics, our sciences, our art,
and all things else must be subject to God’s Word and
requirements. Taken from the introduction in The Institutes of Biblical Law
(foreword by Mark Rushdoony). Great for sharing with others.

Paperback, 31 pages, index, $3.00
*Buy Pack of 50 “Faith and Obedience” for only $45.00 (Retails $150.00)

Fducation

The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum

w By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian School represents
CURRICULUM  , break with humanistic education, but, too often, the

Christian educator carries the state’s humanism with him.
A curriculum is not neutral: it’s either a course in
humanism or training in a God-centered faith and life.

RUSHDOONY
Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

The Harsh Truth about Public Schools

By Bruce Shortt. This book combines a sound Biblical
basis, rigorous research, straightforward, easily read
language, and eminently sound reasoning. It is a
thoroughly documented description of the inescapably
anti-Christian thrust of any governmental school system
and the inevitable results: moral relativism (no fixed

standards), academic dumbing down, far-left programs,
near absence of discipline, and the persistent but pitiable rationalizations
offered by government education professionals.

Paperback, 464 pages, $22.00

wa Intellectual Schizophrenia

By R. J. Rushdoony. Dr. Rushdoony predicted that the
humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of

the Enlightenment, could only get worse. He knew that
education divorced from God and from all transcendental
standards would produce the educational disaster and
moral barbarism we have today.

SCHIZOPHRENIA

./'I\l
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Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

THI The Messianic Character of American Education
WIRNMERIIGE By R. J. Rushdoony. From Mann to the present, the state
has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic
purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education
in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, it is to promote
“democracy” and “equality,” not in their legal or civic sense,

but in terms of the engineering of a socialized citizenry. Such

Rousas John Rushdosny

men saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This
book was instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool
movements.

Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00
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Mathematics: Is God Silent?

By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the prevailing
understanding and teaching of math. It will serve as a
solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that
mathematics is one subject which cannot be taught from a
distinctively Biblical perspective.

15 god silent?

Revised and enlarged 2001 edition, Paperback, 408 pages, $24.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing the
implications and meaning of the philosophy of Dr.

FOUNQATIONS

cHrgT L

Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The chapters explore
the implications of Biblical faith for a variety of disciplines.

Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane

By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most effective critic
of public education shows us how America’s public schools
were remade by educators who used curriculum to create

Dick: Jane

i
am !

citizens suitable for their own vision of a utopian socialist
society. This collection of essays will show you how and
why America’s public education declined.

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00

Revolution via Education

By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. Blumenfeld gets to the root of
our crisis: our spiritual state and the need for an explicitly
Christian form of education. Blumenfeld leaves nothing
uncovered. He examines the men, methods, and means to

e

SAMUEL

EHr e che socialist project to transform America into an outright

tyranny by scientific controllers.

Paperback, 189 pages, index, $20.00

Lessons Learned From Years of Homeschooling

By Andrea Schwartz. After nearly a quarter century of

7 homeschooling her children, Andrea experienced both the
accomplishments and challenges that come with being a
homeschooling mom. Discover the potential rewards of
making the world your classroom and God’s Word the
foundation of everything you teach.

Paperback, 107 pages, index, $14.00

The Homeschool Life: Discovering God's Way

to Family-Based Education

By Andrea Schwartz. This book offers sage advice
concerning key aspects of homeschooling and gives
practical insights for parents as they seek to provide a
Christian education for their children.

Paperback, 143 pages, index, $17.00

Teach Me While My Heart Is Tender: Read Aloud Stories of
Repentance and Forgiveness

Andrea Schwartz compiled three stories drawn from her
family-life experiences to help parents teach children how
the faith applies to every area of life. They confront the
ugly reality of sin, the beauty of godly repentance, and the
necessity of forgiveness. The stories are meant to be read
by parents and children together. The interactions and
discussions that will follow serve to draw families closer together.

Teach Me
While My Heart

Is Tender

Andrea Schwartz

Paperback, 61 pages, index, $10.00

ABCDEFGHIJKLM

Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for Beginning Readers

By Sam Blumenfeld. Provides parents, teachers and tutors
with a sensible, logical, easy-to-use system for teaching
reading. The Workbook teaches our alphabetic system

- with its 26 letters and 44 sounds - in the following
sequence: First, the alphabet, then the short vowels and
consonants, the consonant digraphs, followed by the
consonant blends, and finally the long vowels in their variety of spellings and
our other vowels. It can also be used as a supplement to any other reading
program being used in the classroom. Its systematic approach to teaching
basic phonetic skills makes it particularly valuable to programs that lack such
instruction.

<XE<CHVWIDTOZ
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Spiralbound, 180 pages, $25.00

The Alpha-Phonics Readers accompany the text of Sam
Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics, providing opportunities

for students to read at a level that matches their progress
through the text. These eleven readers move from simple
sentences to paragraphs to stories, ending with poetry.
By the time a student completes this simple program, the
phonetic reflex is well-established. This program has also
been successfully used with functionally illiterate adults.

This set consists of eleven 12-page readers, totaling 132 pages, $22.00

How to Tutor by Samuel Blumenfeld demystifies primary
education! You'll learn that you can teach subjects you
already know without requiring specialized academic
training or degrees. Here’s what you'll discover:

READING: In 117 lessons, teach any student to read
virtually any word in a comprehensive phonics program
HANDWRITING: In 73 lessons, train any student to
develop the lost art of cursive handwriting
ARITHMETIC: In 67 lessons, enable any student to master the essential
calculation skills, from simple addition to long division

Paperback, 271 pages, indices, $24.00

American History & the Constitution

This Independent Republic

By R. J. Rushdoony. Important insight into American
history by one who could trace American development
in terms of the Christian ideas which gave it direction.
These essays will greatly alter your understanding of, and
appreciation for, American history.

Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

The Nature of the American System

By R. J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965, these
essays were a continuation of the author’s previous work,
This Independent Republic, and examine the interpretations
and concepts which have attempted to remake and rewrite
America’s past and present.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America

By Archie D. Jones. Early America was founded upon the
deep, extensive influence of Christianity inherited from

the medieval period and the Protestant Reformation. That
priceless heritage was not limited to the narrow confines

of the personal life of the individual, nor to ecclesiastical
structure. Christianity positively and predominately (though
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not perfectly) shaped culture, education, science, literature, legal thought,
legal education, political thought, law, politics, charity, and missions.

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

——————

ey Biblical Faith and American History

adfmetan @iy By R. J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the
e neoplatonic view of religion that dominated the medieval
N church. The Puritans and other groups saw Scripture as
guidance for every area of life because they viewed its author
| as the infallible Sovereign over every area.
i ———

L Pamplet, 12 pages, $1.00

The United States: A Christian Republic

By R. J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern
myth that the United States was founded by deists or
humanists bent on creating a secular republic.

Pamplet, 7 pages, $1.00

The Future of the Conservative Movement

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. 7he Future of the Conservative
Movement explores the history, accomplishments

and decline of the conservative movement, and

lays the foundation for a viable substitute to today’s
compromising, floundering conservatism.

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

The Late Great GOP and the Coming Realignment

By Colonel V. Doner. For more than three decades, most
Christian conservatives in the United States have hitched
their political wagon to the plodding elephant of the
Republican Party. This work is a call to arms for those
weary of political vacillation and committed more firmly
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than ever to the necessity of a truly Christian social order.

Booklet, 75 pages, $6.00

American History to 1865 - NOW ON (D!

By R. J. Rushdoony. The most theologically complete
assessment of early American history available—ideal
for students. Rushdoony describes not just the facts

of history, but the leading motives and movements in
terms of the thinking of the day. Set includes 36 audio
CDs, teacher’s guide, student’s guide, plus a bonus CD
featuring PDF copies of each guide for further use.

Disc1 Motives of Discovery & Exploration I

Disc2 Motives of Discovery & Exploration II

Disc3 Mercantilism

Disc4 Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/ The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
Disc5 The Fairfax Resolves 9-24

Disc6 The Declaration of Independence & Articles of Confederation
Disc7 George Washington: A Biographical Sketch

Disc8 The U. S. Constitution, I

Disc9 The U. S. Constitution, II

Disc 10 De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society

Disc 11 Voluntary Associations & the Tithe

Disc 12 Eschatology & History

Disc 13 Postmillennialism & the War of Independence

Disc 14 The Tyranny of the Majority

Disc 15 De Toqueville on Race Relations in America

Disc 16 The Federalist Administrations

Disc 17 The Voluntary Church, I

Disc 18 The Voluntary Church, IT

Disc 19 The Jefferson Administration, the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
Disc20 The Voluntary Church on the Frontier, I

Disc21 Religious Voluntarism & the Voluntary Church on the Frontier, IT

Disc22 The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Disc 23 Voluntarism & Social Reform
Disc 24 Voluntarism & Politics
Disc25 Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of Political Voluntarism
Disc 26 Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
Disc 27 The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
Disc 28 De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
Disc29 De Toqueville on Individualism
Disc 30 Manifest Destiny
Disc 31 The Coming of the Civil War
Disc 32 De Toqueville on the Family/
Aristocratic vs. Individualistic Cultures
Disc 33 De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
Disc 34 The Interpretation of History, I
Disc 35 The Interpretation of History, II
Disc 36 The American Indian (Bonus Disc)
Disc 37 Documents: Teacher/Student Guides, Transcripts

37 discs in album, Set of “American History to 1865, $140.00

The American Indian:

A Standing Indictment of Christianity & Statism in America
By R. J. Rushdoony. America’s first experiment with
socialism practically destroyed the American Indian.

In 1944 young R. J. Rushdoony arrived at the Duck
Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada as a missionary to
the Shoshone and the Paiute Indians. For eight years he
lived with them, worked with them, ministered to them
and listened to their stories. He came to know them intimately, both as
individuals and as a people. This is his story, and theirs.

Paperback, 139 pages, $18.00

Our Threatened Freedom:

A Christian View of the Menace of American Statism

R.J. Rushdoony reports on a mind-boggling collection of
absurdities by our legislators, bureaucrats, and judges—
from making it against the law for a company to go

out of business, to assigning five full-time undercover
agents to bust a little boy who was selling fishing worms
without a license. Written some thirty years ago as radio
commentaries, Rushdoony’s essays seem even more timely
today as we are witnessing a staggering display of state intrusion into every
area of life.

Paperback, 349 pages, indices, $18.00

World History

A Christian Survey of World History

Includes 12 audio CDs, full text supporting the
lectures, review questions, discussion questions,
and an answer key.

The purpose of a study of history is to shape the
future. Too much of history teaching centers upon

events, persons, or ideas as facts but does not recognize God’s providential
hand in judging humanistic man in order to build His Kingdom. History is
God-ordained and presents the great battle between the Kingdom of God
and the Kingdom of Man. History is full of purpose—each Kingdom has its
own goal for the end of history, and those goals are in constant conflict. A
Christian Survey of World History can be used as a stand-alone curriculum,
or as a supplement to a study of world history.

Disc1 Time and History: Why History is Important
Disc2 Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East

Disc3 Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
Disc4 The Roman Republic

Save 15% on orders of $50 or more * For Faster Service Order Online at www.ChalcedonStore.com 29



Disc5 The Early Church & Byzantium

Disc6 Islam & The Frontier Age

Disc7 New Humanism or Medieval Period

Disc8 The Reformation

Disc9 Wars of Religion — So Called & The Thirty Years War
Disc 10 France: Louis XIV through Napoleon

Disc 11 England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria

Disc 12 20 Century: The Intellectual — Scientific Elite

12 (Ds, full text, review and discussion questions, $90.00

The Biblical Philosophy of History

By R. J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine of
creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time rests
on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal decree of
God. Time and history therefore have meaning because
they were created in terms of God’s perfect and totally
comprehensive plan. The humanist faces a meaningless
world in which he must strive to create and establish meaning.

Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King
By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about one
of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked against the

‘F_—.—"' A2

oos faith from within. This is a major historical work and
i marvelous reading.
TOOLASKING | Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00

Church History

|
"-r‘Iﬁ""':'_-1 O The “Atheism” of the Early Church

By R. J. Rushdoony. Early Christians were called
“heretics” and “atheists” when they denied the gods of
Rome, and the divinity of the emperor. These Christians
knew that Jesus Christ, not the state, was their Lord and
that this faith required a different kind of relationship to

the state than the state demanded.

eol)

Aousas john
rushdoony

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in the Creeds
and Councils of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a creed,
on a concept of life and law, and represents a religion in
action. The basic faith of a society means growth in terms
of that faith. The life of a society is its creed; a dying
creed faces desertion or subversion readily. Because of its

; indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity,
western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death struggle
with humanism.

Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

The Relevance of the Reformed Faith (CD Set)
The 2007 Chalcedon Foundation Fall Conference

L RELEVANCE «o'
' REFGRMED FAitH

alls

Disc 1: An Intro to Biblical Law - Mark Rushdoony
Disc 2: The Great Commission - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 3 Cromwell Done Right! - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 4: The Power of Applied Calvinism - Martin Selbrede

Disc 5: The Powerlessness of Pietism - Martin Selbrede

Disc 6: Thy Commandment is Exceedingly Broad - Martin Selbrede
Disc 7: Dualistic Spirituality vs. Obedience - Mark Rushdoony

7 (Ds, $56.00

Philosophy

The Death of Meaning

By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern philosophy has sought
to explain man and his thought process without
acknowledging God, His revelation, or man’s sin.
Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to
abandon meaning itself, for they possess neither the
tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of darkness
championed by philosophers past and present need to be
exposed and reproved. In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates
each major philosopher’s position and its implications, identifies the
intellectual and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces
the dead-end to which each naturally leads.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux:

Modern Man and the Problem of Knowledge

By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the world
or anything else, so anything which points to God must
be called into question. This book will lead the reader to
understand that this problem of knowledge underlies the
isolation and self-torment of modern man. Can you know
anything if you reject God and His revelation? This book takes the reader
into the heart of modern man’s intellectual dilemma.

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought

Since the Marquis De Sade

By R. J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a series

of essays on the influential thinkers and ideas in modern
times such as Marquis De Sade, Shelley, Byron, Marx,
Whitman, and Nietzsche. Reading this book will help you
understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.

Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?

By R. J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the problems
of Christian philosophy. It focuses on the philosophical
system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, which in turn is founded
upon the presuppositions of an infallible revelation in

the Bible and the necessity of Christian theology for all
philosophy. This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on
philosophy.

BY WHAT
STANDARD?

Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00

Van Til & The Limits of Reason

By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian must see faith in God’s
revelation as opening up understanding, as thinking God’s
thoughts after Him, and rationalism as a restriction of
thought to the narrow confines of human understanding.
Reason is a gift of God, but we must not make more of

it than it is. The first three essays of this volume were
published in a small booklet in 1960 as a tribute to the
thought of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, titled Van Til. The last four essays were
written some time later and are published here for the first time.

Paperback, 84 pages, index, $10.00
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The One and the Many:

Studies in the Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy
bl By R. J. Rushdoony. This work discusses the problem
m of understanding unity vs. particularity, oneness vs.

—ssm. - individuality. “Whether recognized or not, every argument
and every theological, philosophical, political, or any other
exposition is based on a presupposition about man, God,
and society—about reality. This presupposition rules and

determines the conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such
basic presupposition is with reference to the one and the many.” The author
finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.

THe ONE

Paperback, 375 pages, index, $26.00

The Flight from Humanity:

A Study of the Effect of Neoplatonism on Christianity

By R. J. Rushdoony. Neoplatonism presents man’s
dilemma as a metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents
it as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on this false
Neoplatonic idea will always shift the faith from the
Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take
refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the
reality of sins of the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics
manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the
church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western civilization.

Paperback, 84 pages, $13.00

POLEEIES

Psychology

GUILT
Politics of Guilt and Pity

By R. J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve Schlissel:
“Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of liberty for all who
remain oppressed by Christian leaders who wrongfully
lord it over the souls of God’s righteous ones.... I pray that
the entire book will not only instruct you in the method and content of a
Biblical worldview, but actually bring you further into the glorious freedom
of the children of God. Those who walk in wisdom’s ways become immune
to the politics of guilt and pity.”

Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity
! ') By. R. J. Rushdoony. The‘Bibli.cal doctrine of psychology is
a branch of theology dealing with man as a fallen creature
marked by a revolt against maturity. Man was created
<A a mature being with a responsibility to dominion and
%&uﬂﬁ cannot be understood from the Freudian child, nor the
—— Darwinian standpoint of a long biological history. Man’s
history is a short one filled with responsibility to God. Man’s
psychological problems are therefore a resistance to responsibility, i.e. a revolt
against maturity.

Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

3

Freud
By R. J. Rushdoony. For years this compact examination
of Freud has been out of print. And although both Freud
fe and Rushdoony have passed on, their ideas are still very
K {\’_]_'3_[ BBM much in collision. Freud declared war upon guilt and
7 “n sought to eradicate the primary source of Western guilt
— Christianity. Rushdoony shows conclusively the error
of Freud’s thought and the disastrous consequences of his
influence in society.

B0 RUSHINOON Y

Paperback, 74 pages, $13.00

The Cure of Souls:

Recovering the Biblical Doctrine of Confession

By R. J. Rushdoony. In The Cure of Souls: Recovering

the Biblical Doctrine of Confession, R. J. Rushdoony cuts
through the misuse of Romanism and modern psychology
to restore the doctrine of confession to a Biblical
foundation—one that is covenantal and Calvinistic.
Without a true restoration of Biblical confession, the
Christian’s walk is impeded by the remains of sin. This volume is an effort in
reversing this trend.

Hardback, 320 pages with index, $26.00

Science

The Mythology of Science

By R. J. Rushdoony. This book is about the religious
nature of evolutionary thought, how these religious
presuppositions underlie our modern intellectual paradigm,
and how they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions
and disciplines far removed from the empirical sciences. The “mythology” of
modern science is its religious devotion to the myth of evolution.

Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and Meaning of Life

By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of major
importance as a critique of scientific theory, evolution,

and contemporary nihilism in scientific thought. Dr.
Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and
head of the Dooyeweerd Foundation, applies the insights
of Dooyeweerd’s thinking to the realm of science. Animism

[ I =
o s ST . . L e .
and humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.

Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures

Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A Presuppositional
Defense of Literal Six-Day Creation, this symposium by
thirteen authors is a direct frontal assault on all waffling
views of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many respectability-
hungry Calvinists, and it throws down the gauntlet to all
who believe they can maintain a consistent view of Biblical
infallibility while abandoning literal, six-day creation.

Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

Fconomics

Making Sense of Your Dollars: A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use

of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous straits.
This book discusses why a business is the best investment,
as well as the issues of debt avoidance and insurance.
Wealth is a tool for dominion men to use as faithful

stewards.

Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00
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Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of Satan and the
Inflationary State

By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published under
the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees why envy often
causes the most successful and advanced members of
society to be deemed criminals. The reader is shown how
envious man finds any superiority in others intolerable
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling. The author
uncovers the larceny in the heart of man and its results.

Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00

Biblical Studies

Genesis, Volume | of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. In recent years, it has become
commonplace for both humanists and churchmen to
sneer at anyone who takes Genesis 1-11 as historical.

Yet to believe in the myth of evolution is to accept
trillions of miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous generation,
the development of something out of nothing, and the blind belief in the
miraculous powers of chance, require tremendous faith. Theology without

Rowsas Johe Rushoany

literal six-day creationism becomes alien to the God of Scripture because it
turns from the God Who acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the
word of power, to a belief in process as god.

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume Il of Commentaries on the Pentateuch

By R. J. Rushdoony. Essentially, all of mankind is on
some sort of an exodus. However, the path of fallen man
is vastly different from that of the righteous. Apart from
Jesus Christ and His atoning work, the exodus of a fallen
humanity means only a further descent from sin into

ot death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious ascent
into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom
of God. Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious provisions
made for us in the “promised land” of the New Covenant, a thorough
examination into the historic path of Israel as described in the book of
Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this volume was written.

Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Exodus - 128 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 (Ds), $60.00
Save by getting the book and 2 (Ds together for only $95.00

Leviticus, Volume lll of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Much like the book of Proverbs, any
emphasis upon the practical applications of God’s law is
readily shunned in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies.
Books like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and
irrelevant. But man was created in God’s image and is
duty-bound to develop the implications of that image by
obedience to God’s law. The book of Leviticus contains
over ninety references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third
book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of holiness in
the totality of our lives.

AONSAS JOAN RUSHOMANT

Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Leviticus - 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 (D), $40.00
Save by getting the book and (D together for only $76.00

[ Numbers, Volume IV of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
. By R. J. Rushdoony. The Lord desires a people who will

i A e embrace their responsibilities. The history of Israel in
NUMBERS

the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people with hearts
hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained
authorities. They were slaves, not an army. They would
recognize the tyranny of Pharaoh but disregard the servant-
leadership of Moses. God would judge the generation He
led out of captivity, while training a new generation to conquer Canaan. The
book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations.

ROUSAS JOHN RESHRDONY

Hardback, index, 428 pages $45.00

Sermons on Numbers - 66 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 (D), $40.00
Save by getting the book and (D together for only $76.00

Deuteronomy, Volume V

of Commentaries on the Pentateuch

If you desire to understand the core of Rushdoony’s
thinking, this commentary on Deuteronomy is one volume
you must read. The covenantal structure of this last

book of Moses, its detailed listing of both blessings and
curses, and its strong presentation of godly theocracy
provided Rushdoony with a solid foundation from which
to summarize the central tenets of a truly Biblical worldview—one that is
solidly established upon Biblical Law, and can shape the future.

BOUSAS JOHU RUSERODNY

Hardback, index, 512 pages $45.00

Sermons on Deuteronomy - 110 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 (Ds), $60.00
Save by getting the book and (D together for only $95.00

Now you can purchase the complete
set of five hardback volumes of the
Pentateuch for $150.00 ($75 savings!)

Pentateuch CD Set (4
Commentary (D Sets)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s four CD
Commentaries on the Pentateuch (Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) in one set.

$120... That's 6 total MP3 (Ds containing 383 sermons
for $80 in savings!

Chariots of Prophetic Fire: Studies in Elijah and Elisha

By R. J. Rushdoony. As in the days of Elijah and Elisha,
it is once again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and
condemn those who do not. This book will challenge you
to resist compromise and the temptation of expediency.

It will help you take a stand by faith for God’s truth in a
culture of falsehoods.

Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

The Gospel of John

By R. J. Rushdoony. Nothing more clearly reveals the
gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection.
They tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power
of sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the
number of miracles he reports in order to point to and
concentrate on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The
Jesus of history is He who made atonement for us, died,
and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart
from this, nor can we know His history in any other light.

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00
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Romans and Galatians

By R. J. Rushdoony. From the author’s introduction:

“I do not disagree with the liberating power of the
Reformation interpretation, but I believe that it provides
simply the beginning of our understanding of Romans,
not its conclusion.... The great problem in the church’s
interpretation of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical
orientation, as though God speaks only to the church,
and commands only the church. The Lord God speaks in and through
His Word to the whole man, to every man, and to every area of life and
thought.... This is the purpose of my brief comments on Romans.”

Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00

Hebrews, James and Jude

By R. J. Rushdoony. The Book of Hebrews is a
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully and
faithfully, without compromise. When James, in his
epistle, says that faith without works is dead, he tells
us that faith is not a mere matter of words, but it is of

*ﬁﬁ’
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necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled”

requires Christian charity and action. Anything short
of this is a self-delusion. Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic
commission, “Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us of
the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the inescapable

triumph of the Kingdom of God.
Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00

Sermon on the Mount

By R. J. Rushdoony. So much has been written about the
Sermon on the Mount, but so little of the commentaries
venture outside of the matters of the heart. The Beatitudes
are reduced to the assumed meaning of their more popular
portions, and much of that meaning limits our concerns
to downplaying wealth, praying in secret, suppressing

our worries, or simply reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The
Beatitudes are the Kingdom commission to the new Israel of God, and R.

J. Rushdoony elucidates this powerful thesis in a readable and engaging
commentary on the world’s greatest sermon.

Hardback, 150 pages, $20.00
Sermon on the Mount CD Set (12 (Ds), $96.00
Sermon on the Mount Book & CD Set (12 (Ds), $99.00

Sermons in Obadiah & Jonah

By R. J. Rushdoony. In his study of Obadiah, Rushdoony
condemns the “spiritual Edomites” of our day who believe
evildoers have the power to frustrate the progress of the
Kingdom of God. In Jonah, he demonstrates that we play
the part of Jonah when we second-guess God, complain
about the work He gives us, or are peevish when outcomes

[Rushdoonns! are not o our liking.

Paperback, 84 pages, indices, $9.00

Taking Dominion

Chieiilians fy
AND THE STATES

Christianity and the State

By R. J. Rushdoony. This book develops the Biblical view
of the state against the modern state’s humanism and

its attempts to govern all spheres of life. It reads like a
collection of essays on the Christian view of the state and
the return of true Christian government.

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

Tithing and Dominion

By Edward A. Powell and R. J. Rushdoony. God’s
Kingdom covers all things in its scope, and its immediate
ministry includes, according to Scripture, the ministry

of grace (the church), instruction (the Christian and
homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and many
other things. God’s appointed means for financing His
Kingdom activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms
that the Biblical requirement of tithing is a continuing
aspect of God’s law-word and cannot be neglected.

Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

A Comprehensive Faith

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This is the surprise Festschrift
presented to R. J. Rushdoony at his 80th birthday
celebration in April, 1996. These essays are in gratitude

v
COMPREHENSIVE
FAITH

to Rush’s influence and elucidate the importance of his
theological and philosophical contributions in numerous
fields. Contributors include Theodore Letis, Brian Abshire,
Steve Schlissel, Joe Morecraft III, Jean-Marc Berthoud,
Byron Snapp, Samuel Blumenfeld, Christine and Thomas Schirrmacher,
Herbert W. Titus, Ellsworth Mclntyre, Howard Phillips, Ian Hodge,

and many more. Also included is a foreword by John Frame and a brief

biographical sketch of R. J. Rushdoony’s life by Mark Rushdoony.
Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview of Pornographers
and Their War Against Christian Civilization

By R. J. Rushdoony. In this powerful book Noble Savages
(formerly The Politics of Pornography) Rushdoony
demonstrates that in order for modern man to justify his
perversion he must reject the Biblical doctrine of the fall of
man. If there is no fall, the Marquis de Sade argued, then
all that man does is normative. What is the problem? It’s
the philosophy behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man that

makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless classic.

R.). RUSHDOONY

Paperback, 161 pages, $18.00

In His Service: The Christian Calling to Charity

By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian faith once meant that
a believer responded to a dark world by actively working
to bring God’s grace and mercy to others, both by word
and by deed. However, a modern, self-centered church has
isolated the faith to a pietism that relinquishes charitable
responsibility to the state. The end result has been the
empowering of a humanistic world order. In this book,
Rushdoony elucidates the Christian’s calling to charity and its implications
for Godly dominion.

Hardback, 232 pages, $23.00

A House for God: Building a Kingdom-Driven Family
Christian parents are called to establish Kingdom-driven
families. To aid in this calling, Christian author and
education expert, Andrea Schwartz has carefully put
together this collection of essays entitled A House for God:
Building a Kingdom-Driven Family.

A HOUSE FOR

oD

rod Ng
BUILDING A
KINCDOM-DRIVEN
FAMILY
AMNDREA SCHWARTZ

Paperback, 120 pages, $14.00
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Salvation and Godly Rule

By R. J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes in its
meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting the meaning
of salvation, men have limited the power of God and the
meaning of the Gospel. In this study R. J. Rushdoony
demonstrates the expanse of the doctrine of salvation as it
relates to the rule of the God and His people.

Paperback, 661 pages, indices, $35.00

A Conquering Faith: Doctrinal Foundations for Christian
Reformation

By William Einwechter. This monograph takes on

the doctrinal defection of today’s church by providing
Christians with an introductory treatment of six vital
areas of Christian doctrine: God’s sovereignty, Christ’s
Lordship, God’s law, the authority of Scripture, the
dominion mandate, and the victory of Christ in history.

Paperback, 44 pages, $8.00
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A Word in Season: Daily Messages on the Faith for All of Life (5 Volumes)

By R. J. Rushdoony. These daily messages on the faith for all of life are
unlike any compilation of Christian “devotional” ever published. In these
pages, you won't find the overly introspective musings of a Christian pietist;
what you'll discover are the hard-hitting convictions of a man whose sole
commitment was faithfulness to God’s law-word and representing that
binding Word to his readers.

Get all 5 volumes as a set for only $50:00 $42.00!

Vol. 1, Paperback, 152 pages, $12.00 - Vol. 2, Paperback, 144 pages, $12.00
Vol. 3, Paperback, 134 pages, $12.00 - Vol. 4, Paperback, 146 pages, $12.00
Vol. 5, Paperback, 176 pages, $12.00

Theology

SYSTEMATIC ” )

THEOLOGY | — —— # Systematic Theology (in two volumes)

I“IJ;:; " By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs in the

pulpit, the school, the workplace, the family

Rk and everywhere. Society as a whole is weakened
when theology is neglected. Without a systematic
application of theology, too often people approach
the Bible with a smorgasbord mentality, picking
and choosing that which pleases them. This two-volume set addresses this
subject in order to assist in the application of the Word of God to every area

of life and thought.

Rowsas Jobs Rusldossry

Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00

The Necessity for Systematic Theology

By R. J. Rushdoony. Scripture gives us as its underlying
unity a unified doctrine of God and His order. Theology
must be systematic to be true to the God of Scripture.
Booklet now part of the author’s Systematic Theology.

THENECESSITY FOR
SYSTEMATIC
THECUOGY

Booklet, 74 pages, $2.00

Infallibility and Interpretation
By R. J. Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin. The authors
argue for infallibility from a distinctly presuppositional
perspective. That is, their arguments are unapologetically
circular because they believe all ultimate claims are based
on one’s beginning assumptions. The question of Biblical
_ infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief about the
MRTRTRIINSY ) aracter of God.

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00

Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept
By R. J. Rushdoony. Infallibility is an inescapable

INFALLIBILITY concept. If men refuse to ascribe infallibility to
An Inescapable Concept . ..
Scripture, it is because the concept has been transferred
B to something else. Booklet now part of the author’s
Systematic Theology.
Booklet, 69 pages, $2.00

Predestination in Light of the Cross

By John B. King, Jr. The author defends the predestination
of Martin Luther while providing a compellingly systematic
theological understanding of predestination. This book will
give the reader a fuller understanding of the sovereignty of

God.
Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

Sovereignty

By R. J. Rushdoony. The doctrine of sovereignty is a crucial
one. By focusing on the implications of God’s sovereignty
over all things, in conjunction with the law-word of God,
the Christian will be better equipped to engage each and
every area of life. Since we are called to live in this world,
we must bring to bear the will of our Sovereign Lord in all
things.

Hardback, 519 pages, $40.00

The Church Is Israel Now

By Charles D. Provan. For the last century, Christians have
been told that God has an unconditional love for persons
racially descended from Abraham. Membership in Israel is
i said to be a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates
I's | such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in Scripture

- references which show that the blessings of Israel were
transferred to all those who accept Jesus Christ.

Charles 1. Provan

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart

By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important and fresh
study of Puritan thought in early America. On Biblical
and theological grounds, Puritan preachers and writers
challenged the autonomy of man, though not always

The Guse
of Every Graceless
Heart

consistently.

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

The Great Christian Revolution

By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R. J. Rushdoony, John
Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major work on the impact
of Reformed thinking on our civilization. Some of the
studies, historical and theological, break new ground and
provide perspectives previously unknown or neglected.

|

Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00
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Keeping Our Sacred Trust

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This book is a trumpet blast
heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Christianity. The
hope of the modern world is not a passive compromise
with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive devotion to the
time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”

Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00

The Incredible Scofield and His Book

By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully
documented study exposes the questionable background
and faulty theology of the man responsible for the
popular Scofield Reference Bible, which did much to

promote the dispensational system.

Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00

The The Lordship of Christ
Lordship The author shows that to limit Christ’s work in history to
g st salvation and not to include lordship is destructive of the
G faith and leads to false doctrine.

Arend ). ten Pas

Booklet, 29 pages, $2.50

The Will of God, or the Will of Man?

By Mark R. Rushdoony. God’s will and man’s will are both
involved in man’s salvation, but the church has split in
answering the question, “Whose will is determinative?”

Pamplet, $1.00

Pierre Viret: The Angel of the Reformation

This publication marks the five-hundredth anniversary
of the birth of Pierre Viret with the first full biography
in English of this remarkable and oft-overlooked early
Reformer. R. A. Sheats pens the fascinating history
and life of this important early light of the Protestant
Reformation who, after nearly five centuries of relative
obscurity, is now enjoying a renewed interest in his
history and scholarship. The republication comes at its
proper time, inspiring future generations to continue the work of advancing
Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world.

Hardback, 323 pages, $30.00

Culture

Toward a Christian Marriage

Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes
clear how important and how central marriage is. Our
Lord stresses the fact that marriage is our normal calling.
This book consists of essays on the importance of a proper
Christian perspective on marriage.

Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00

Back Again Mr. Begbie:

The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G. Begbie OBE

This biography is more than a story of the three careers
of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of a son of
old Christendom as a leader of Christian revival in the
twentieth century. Personal history shows the greater
story of what the Holy Spirit can and does do in the
evangelization of the world.

Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

Woman of the House: A Mother’s Role

in Building a Christian Culture

In true Titus 2 fashion, Andrea Schwartz challenges women
to reexamine several fundamental aspects of motherhood in
light of Scripture. Beginning with a consideration of God’s
character and concluding with an invigorating charge to
faithfulness, Andrea connects the dots between God’s reality
and a mother’s duty.
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Paperback, 103 pages, $14.00

Family Matters: Read Aloud Stories
of Responsibility and Self-Discipline
Unless children are taught self-discipline early, they move

FaMILy MATTERS

into their adult years without a sense of personal, familial,
or societal responsibility. The stories are meant to be

read by parents and children together and serve as useful
conversation starters to educate boys and girls so they can
be effective citizens in the Kingdom of God.

Paperback, 48 pages, $10.00

The Biblical Trustee Family:

Understanding God's Purpose for Your Household

By Andrea Schwartz. God’s basic institution is the family,
and the Biblical family lives and operates in terms of a
calling greater than itself - the Kingdom of God. In an age
when the family is disparaged, warred against, and treated
as a mere convention, it becomes the duty of Christians to
bring God’s plan for the family to listening ears.

Paperback, 109 pages, $16.00

Eschatology

Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel and Revelation

By R. J. Rushdoony. Revelation’s details are often
perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main meaning

is clear—it is a book about victory. It tells us that our
faith can only result in victory. This victory is celebrated
in Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. These
eschatological texts make clear that the essential good
news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.

Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Thine is the Kingdom: A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
False eschatological speculation is destroying the church
today, by leading her to neglect her Christian calling. In
this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader
is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis, theological
reflection, and practical application for faithful Christian
living. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A.
Mathison, William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and
Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the
faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.

Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God’s Plan for Victory

By R. J. Rushdoony. The founder of the Christian
Reconstruction movement set forth in potent, cogent
terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints
employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for
earthly victory.

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00
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Fiction (Storehouse Press)

2
Lee Duigoprt,

Bell Mountain (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 1)

By Lee Duigon. The world is going to end ... as soon as Jack and Ellayne
ring the bell on top of Bell Mountain. No one has ever climbed the
mountain, and no one has ever seen the bell. But the children have a divine
calling to carry out the mission, and it sweeps them into high adventure.
Great for young adults.

Paperback, 288 pages, $14.00

The Cellar Beneath the Cellar (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 2)

By Lee Duigon. A world’s future lies buried in its distant past. Barbarian
armies swarm across the mountains, driven by a terrifying vision of a
merciless war god on earth. While a nation rallies its defenses, a boy and a
girl must find the holy writings that have been concealed for 2,000 years;
and the man who was sent to kill them must now protect them at all costs.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Thunder King (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 3)

By Lee Duigon. The Thunder King’s vast army encamps against the city, a
ring of fire and steel. But treason brews inside the city walls... The tiny army
of the Lord is on the march against the undefeated horde, in bold obedience
to a divine command; but the boy king, Ryons, marches all alone across an
empty land. The Lost Books of Scripture have been found, but they may be
lost again before the human race can read them. And Jack and Ellayne have
been captured by the Heathen.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Last Banquet (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 4)

By Lee Duigon. In the wake of a barbarian invasion, chaos sweeps across
Obann. The boy king and his faithful chiefs try to restore order before the
Heathen come again - not knowing that this time, the Thunder King himself
will lead his armies. What is the secret of the man behind the Thunder
King’s golden mask? Who will survive God’s shaking of the world?

Paperback, 338 pages, $18.00

The Fugitive Prince (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 5)

By Lee Duigon. The powers wielded by the men of ancient times destroyed
all their cities in a single day. Will those powers now be turned against
Obann? There is a new Thunder King in the East, and new threats against
the West. The City of Obann seethes with treason and plots against King
Ryons - and an ignorant slave-boy must defend the rightful king’s throne.
And from the Lost Book of King Ozias emerges the first glimmer of God’s

promise of a Savior.

Paperback, 370 pages, $18.00

The Palace (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 6)
By Lee Duigon. In the sixth installment of the Bell Mountain Series, God’s
judgment hangs over the great city of Obann; but in the endless maze of
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halls and corridors and offices inside the Palace, power-hungry men enter
into secret dealings with Obann’s archenemy, the Thunder King.
Paperback, 321 pages, $18.00

The Glass Bridge (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 7)
By Lee Duigon. In the seventh installment of the Bell Mountain Series...
Can faith do what pride and power can't? In obedience to God, the boy king,
Ryons, with only half his tiny army, crosses the mountains to invade the
Thunder King’s domains.

Confronted by perils they can barely understand, with no safe choices set
before them, the heroes of Obann must risk their lives on the glass bridge that
can only be crossed by faith.

Paperback, 308 pages, $18.00

Hidden In Plain Sight (Bubble Head Series, Vol. 1)

By M. G. Selbrede. Young physicist Jenna Wilkes has
done the impossible—and the whole scientific world is
shaking on its pillars.

Could it be that conventional science has
misunderstood the very fabric of the universe? Could
there be infinitely more to it than anyone has ever
guessed? Could science’s whole concept of reality be ...
unreal?
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Paperback, 334 pages, $15.00

The Journal of Christian Reconstruction

Vol. 2, No. 1, Symposium on Christian Economics $13.00

Vol. 2, No. 2, Symposium on Biblical Law $13.00

Vol. 5, No. 1, Symposium on Politics $13.00

Vol. 5, No. 2, Symposium on Puritanism and Law $13.00

Vol. 7, No. 1, Symposium on Inflation $13.00

Vol. 10, No. 1, Symposium on the Media and the Arts $13.00

Vol. 10, No. 2, Symposium on Christianity and Business $13.00

Vol. 11, No. 1, Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts and Media $13.00
Vol. 11, No. 2, Symposium on the Education of the Core Group $13.00

Vol. 12, No. 1, Symposium on the Constitution and Political Theology $13.00
Vol. 12, No. 2, Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature $13.00

Vol. 13, No. 1, Symposium on Change in the Social Order $13.00

Vol. 13, No. 2, Symposium on Decline & Fall of the West/Return of Christendom $13.00
Vol. 14, No. 1, Symposium on Reconstruction in the Church and State $13.00
Vol. 14, No. 2, Symposium on the Reformation $13.00

Vol. XV, Symposium on Eschatology $19.00

Vol. XVI, The 25th Anniversary Issue $19.00

Journal of Christian Reconstruction Set $233:00 $174.00! (25% off)

Special CD Message Series by Rushdoony

The United States Constitution
(4 CDs) $32.00

A History of Modern Philosophy
8 (Ds) $64.00

Epistemology: The Christian Economics, Money & Hope

Philosophy of Knowledge (3 CDs) $24.00
(10 CDs) $80.00 L .
Postmillennialism in America
Apologetics (2 CDs-2 lectures per disc) $20.00
(3 CDs) $24.00 .. .
A Critique of Modern Education
The Crown Rights of Christ theKing (4 (Ds) $32.00
(6 CDs) $48.00 T
English History
(5 CDs) $40.00
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