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What gospel do 
you believe and 

preach? This sounds like 
such a simple question, 
but not all Christians 
are on the same page 

regarding the definition of such a basic 
element of the faith.

The Simple Gospel
Early in the twentieth century, the 

Fundamentalist movement tried to resist 
growing Modernism by self-consciously 
focusing on what it saw as the most 
essential tenets of the Christian faith, its 
fundamentals. 

An emphasis was placed on the mes-
sage of saving faith in order to counter 
the Social Gospel. The Fundamental-
ists emphasized that the Second Person 
of the Trinity was incarnate in human 
flesh, lived a sinless life, paid the penalty 
for our sins by His death on the cross, 
and rose again the third day. Those who 
repent of their sins and believe in His 
atonement for theirs are saved from 
damnation. This became known as the 
simple gospel.

The error of Fundamentalism was 
that it was itself a retreat, a fall-back 
position to the essentials as its leaders 
defined them. It was a truncated mes-
sage. The simple gospel, while true, does 
not represent all that the gospel is. It is 
only a statement of what we mean when 
we say we are saved by the blood of 
Christ. It does not address all that Jesus 
Christ is in the gospel message.

What is Salvation?
Salvation in Scripture is more than 

“going to heaven” or “not going to hell.” 

What Gospel Do You Believe In?
By Mark R. Rushdoony

F r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

In a familiar text (Matt. 7:14), Jesus 
said “Strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth into life …” 
Salvation is to an eternal life that begins 
when we enter the gate. In Acts 2:28, 
Peter echoed these words by referring 
to salvation as “the ways of life.” The 
simple gospel speaks of “the gate” but 
does not reference “the way.” Evangelical 
churches tend to be good at describing 
“the gate” to eternal life but not so good 
at pointing out “the way” of eternal life. 

Why? The modern church tends to 
use the term salvation as a reference to 
justification by faith alone. It tells the 
sinner who professes faith, “You are in 
the gate; you are justified.” They then 
stop there, perhaps fearful of mixing 
works with grace, but nevertheless leav-
ing the way of the new believer quite 
vague. The correct course is not to 
confuse faith and works but to demand 
faithfulness of all who profess faith. 
Jesus clearly saw the way as an exten-
sion of a man’s entrance into the gate by 
faith.

The simple gospel rightly sees 
entrance at the gate by faith as an event. 
The theological equivalent is to say 
justification is an act. We can say we 
were saved (past tense) but this is also 

our present and continuing status (pres-
ent perfect tense). This status was often 
referred to when salvation was used in 
the Old Testament (the Hebrews being 
“saved from Egypt” or “saved from” 
enemies).

Salvation also meant the ongoing 
blessings salvation provided, so we see 
references to God’s “garments of salva-
tion” and “wells of salvation.” Salvation 
in the Old Testament often referred to 
an ongoing protection, and was referred 
to as a “shield,” “helmet,” or “horn” 
of salvation. Paul used almost identi-
cal “armor” terminology in the New 
Testament to describe our ongoing life 
of salvation. Salvation is an ongoing 
status because eternal salvation begins 
at the gate but it is manifested in our 
walk of faith, our faithfulness. The act 
of justification is always accomplished 
by regeneration, so we continue as new 
creatures in Christ, “born again” to an 
empowered life of faith. 

God’s salvation is a big-picture, 
covenantal salvation that transcends 
the individual. This is why God could 
tell Israel and later Judah of the terrible 
judgments that were coming on them 
yet still refer to Himself as the God of 
salvation. 

What Is a Gospel?
Our word “gospel” means more 

than just “good news.” It comes from 
Greek words that have as their root 
evangel (hence the word evangelize and 
the noun evangelist). The word had a 
long history before its Christian use. It 
originally referred to a messenger who 
brought good news. Before modern 

“The error of Fundamentalism 

was that it was itself a retreat, 

a fall-back position to the 

essentials as its leaders 

defined them. It was a 

truncated message.”
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by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom 
of God is come unto you.” In fact, Jesus 
had already been proclaiming “the gos-
pel of the kingdom” (Matt. 4:23; 9:35).

When Mark wrote, he called his 
account “The beginning of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1:1). 
Mark used historical narrative to show 
what the gospel entails.

The gospel does include the message 
of personal redemption, but that is only 
how men enter the Kingdom. The gos-
pel accounts revealed what the Kingdom 
itself was like. The miracles of Jesus and 
the disciples represented the new order 
that Rome’s Caesars could promise but 
not deliver. The Kingdom of God could 
turn grief to joy and want to plenty. It 
could heal sickness, suffering, and pain. 
The miracles represented the reign of 
Jesus, the King who had established His 
Kingdom. The gospel of the Kingdom 
of God represented the real new order.

To restrict the gospel to an individ-
ual’s conversion is to speak of the gate 
alone. The way of the Kingdom (Acts 
2:28) is life lived in the reality that Jesus 
Christ is King. The gospel is an invita-
tion to both personal redemption, and 
life as citizens of the Kingdom of our 
Lord. It is more than a complimentary 
benefits package. Reducing the gospel 
is more than a simplification; it repre-
sents a truncation of the message into a 
man-centered emphasis. The gospel is 
all the good news of who Jesus Christ is 
and all His Kingdom means in time and 
eternity.

1. Becker’s source is given as E. Barker, 
From Alexander to Constantine: Passages and 
Documents Illustrating the History of Social 
and Political Ideas 336 B.C.–A.D. 337, 
[1956] 1959, 211 f.; cf. W. Dittenberger, 
Orientis Graeci Inscriptiones, II, No. 458; for 
other data on background see G. Friedrich, 
TDNT II 721–5).

means of communication, a messen-
ger was dispatched to report, “Thus 
says my master.” Good news was often 
rewarded. In Greek thinking, good 
news was attributed to the gods, so the 
messages were sometimes accompanied 
by sacrifices. There was, then, a religious 
connotation to the evangel.

The religious meaning of evangel 
was amplified by the imperial cult, 
which was the deification of the Ro-
man emperor. This began with Julius 
Caesar and was firmly established in the 
reign of Augustus. Everything about the 
emperor was good news, an evangel, or 
gospel. Since the emperor represented a 
divine blessing or even presence, every-
thing about him had an aura of religious 
sanctity. His rule was itself a form of 
grace. 

Ulrich Becker, writing in the New 
International Dictionary of the New 
Testament Theology, quoted a decree of 
Greeks in Asia in 9 B.C. which marked 
the birthday of Caesar Augustus:

It is a day which we may justly count 
as equivalent to the beginning of 
everything—if not in itself and in its 
own nature, at any rate in the benefits 
it brings—inasmuch as it has restored 
the shape of everything that was fail-
ing and turning into misfortune, and 
has given a new look to the Universe 
at a time when it would gladly have 
welcomed destruction if Caesar had not 
been born to be the common blessing 
of all men … Whereas the Providence 
(pronoia) which has ordered the whole 
of our life, showing concern and zeal, 
has ordained the most perfect consum-
mation for human life by giving to it 
Augustus, by filling him with virtue  for 
doing the work of a benefactor among 
men, and by sending in him, as it were, 
a savior for us and those who come 
after us, to make war to cease, to create 
order everywhere … and whereas the 
birthday of the God [Augustus] was 
the beginning for the world of the glad 

tidings [in the Greek the “evangel”] 
that have come to men through him … 
Paulus Fabius Maximus, the proconsul 
of the province … has devised a way of 
honoring Augustus hitherto unknown 
to the Greeks, which is, that the reckon-
ing of time for the course of human life 
should begin with his birth.1

That was the gospel of the imperial 
cult. Its salvation was by Caesar.

When the word gospel was used 
in the New Testament, it immediately 
conveyed a messianic theme and was, 
in fact, a challenge to Rome’s gospel. 
In the New Testament it is Jesus Christ 
who brings in a new order and hope to 
the world, because He is a King like no 
other and His Kingdom will know no 
end. 

This claim was not lost on the Ro-
mans. Pilate was anxious to ask Jesus if 
He claimed to be a king (Luke 23:1–3). 
In Acts 17 a crowd dragged Jason from 
his home because he was known to be a 
Christian friendly to Paul and Silas. The 
charge against the Christians was that 
they “turned the world upside down” 
(v. 6). What had the Christians done to 
warrant such an accusation? The charge 
was that the Christians “do contrary to 
the decrees of Caesar, saying there is an-
other king, one Jesus” (v. 7). This con-
cerned everyone in Thessalonica (v. 8). 
Why? Because the claims of the gospel 
co-opted those of the imperial cult. The 
gospel of Jesus was being substituted for 
that of Rome.

Caesar’s gospel was messianic. He 
would be a blessing to mankind, the 
consummation of life, the savior who 
would create a new universal order. It 
was more than political promises, it was 
a faith that these things were certain.

Likewise, when Jesus cast out a 
demon (Matt. 12:28), it represented a 
faith whose implications He told the 
people to consider: “If I cast out devils 
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Why Did They Do It? Christian Physician with a 37% Success 
Rate for Recovering Addicts Gets Shut Down by the State

by Martin G. Selbrede

Part 5 in a series about medical path-breaker Dr. Punyamurtula Kishore

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

This is the fifth in 
a series of articles 

about Dr. Punyamur-
tula S. Kishore, the 
Christian doctor who 
innovated the Massa-

chusetts Model of addiction treatment. 
Conventional addiction therapies based 
on substitute narcotics (methadone 
and Suboxone®) leave only 2% to 5% 
of patients who don’t relapse back into 
full-scale addiction—with most of these 
alleged “successes” still being prescribed 
the substitute narcotic, creating other 
issues for the patients. In contrast, Dr. 
Kishore’s sobriety-based approach is 
non-narcotic in orientation. His method 
doesn’t lead to a miserable 2% to 5% 
success rate after a year, but a 37% suc-
cess rate based on hard test data.

Massachusetts buried this medical 
miracle in its midst by incarcerating 
Dr. Kishore in September 2011 and 
withholding Medicare payments to his 
fifty-two treatment centers, causing their 
complete collapse. While the specious 
case against Dr. Kishore has dwindled 
despite the state’s dirty tricks (read the 
four earlier articles in this series for the 
details), its threats to compel him to 
plead guilty have grown more strident 
and outrageous. Massachusetts greedily 
insists on keeping the Medicaid money 
it owes for services that Dr. Kishore 
faithfully and properly rendered, expect-
ing him to write off all claims against 
the deadbeat state.

I returned to Massachusetts to meet 
with Dr. Kishore and his associates over 

the last weekend of July 2014. There 
was more to learn on countless fronts. 
Two of the three stories we’ll explore in 
this installment involve grim develop-
ments:  how Massachusetts successfully 
imposed its folly upon the entire nation 
by statist force, and how it imposed a 
social engineering project of unprec-
edented scale upon its own citizens 
without their knowledge or consent. 
The third story, however, focuses on a 
beam of light in the darkness: the friend 
who sticks closer than a brother (Prov. 
18:24), the man who faithfully support-
ed Dr. Kishore through his continuing 
trials. We’ll begin with this third story, 
which concerns the sentinel who stood 
by the side of the persecuted doctor in 
court hearing after court hearing, solely 
because he believed it was his Christian 
duty to stand with the innocent.

THE SENTINEL
Being pulled out of your house 

by the police at night without warn-
ing, taken to various lockups and court 
hearings, finally released with a GPS 
bracelet, being hammered thereafter in 
hearing after hearing as you watch jus-
tice perverted, inverted, and subverted 
(see article one in this series): such a 
string of demoralizing evils, designed to 
wear you down and make you cave in, 
inevitably make an impact on the target. 
When even your own attorneys begin to 
pressure you to plea bargain (once the 
insurance money funding their work 
ran out), you look in vain for moral 
support. The temptation is to capitulate 
and abandon your search for justice.

One Christian in particular, who 
learned of Dr. Kishore’s situation in 
early 2013, was unwilling to see the 
doctor go to hearing after hearing all 
alone to wage battle against the mindless 
machine of statist force. Without this 
one man’s investment of moral support 
in Dr. Kishore, we might never have 
had this story to tell. The power of one 
Christian to change the course of critical 
events by the most humble and personal 
means is an untold part of the ongoing 
drama in Massachusetts.

Therefore, before we turn to the bad 
and the ugly in this article, we would do 
well to understand the power of good, 
of godly compassion, in the profoundly 
simple commitment of one Christian to 
stand by Dr. Kishore as a loyal sentinel. 
Although he maintained a silent vigil 
of prayer in each courtroom hearing, 
his presence was a bulwark against the 
pressures mounting against the doctor 
to give up. By standing by the doctor he 
had befriended, this one man insulated 
Dr. Kishore against the temptation to 
compromise his principles. He helped to 
sustain Dr. Kishore’s will to fight.

Closer Than a Brother
Herbert Uzochukwu, known as 

Brother Herbert, learned about Dr. 
Kishore’s plight from Jerry Perera, and 
began praying with his senior pastor for 
the doctor. He went out to lunch with 
Dr. Kishore after a church service and 
came to realize what the doctor needed 
spiritually. He shared the Scriptures 
with Dr. Kishore because “we can only 
present his situation before God, but it 



www.chalcedon.edu November/December 2014  |  Faith for All of Life      5

Faith for All of Life
would help him to know this God for 
himself.” Brother Herbert perceived 
that Dr. Kishore needed prayer but also 
something more: he needed someone to 
be available for him as he continued to 
walk through this fiery trial.

“I felt deep compassion within me,” 
said Brother Herbert. “He needed my 
physical presence, praying with him 
before each court date, and continuing 
all the way through the proceedings.”

When asked about particulars, 
Brother Herbert answered that he was 
praying for three specific things on Dr. 
Kishore’s behalf: (1) for God’s strength 
in the doctor’s inner being to give him 
courage; (2) for vindication; and (3) for 
God’s intervention. 

In sharp contrast to the state’s talk-
ing points about Dr. Kishore, Brother 
Herbert saw things very differently. “I 
believe he’s doing a good job. He has 
not invested of himself anywhere but in 
Massachusetts. He is helping addicts. 
He felt he was doing a service for soci-
ety. He never had time for himself.” De-
spite these personal sacrifices for the af-
flicted that he was treating, Dr. Kishore 
came under the most savage legal attack. 
As a result, said Brother Herbert, “he 
felt betrayal from the system rather than 
appreciation.”

A Bulwark Against Compromise
While diplomatic in tone, Brother 

Herbert’s observations inside the 
courtroom were direct and to the point 
concerning Dr. Kishore’s original set of 
attorneys. “Their advice to plead guilty 
was just for their own benefit. They 
were more interested in how much 
money they’d make out of it.” When the 
insurance monies ran out, their strat-
egy changed, and the pressure to plead 
guilty became intense. It was presented 
as the way to stop the hemorrhage, to 
stanch the bleeding, to stop the torture.

Brother Herbert had a “word in 
due season” for Dr. Kishore at this 

crossroads. “What will be the outcome 
of your pleading guilty?” he asked the 
doctor, and then shared the story of the 
four lepers who sought relief from fam-
ine in the land of their enemies (2 Kings 
7:3-20). As Brother Herbert explained 
it, the lepers reasoned among themselves 
in this way: “If we stay here, we’ll even-
tually die, but there’s food in Syria. If we 
go there, we’ll either eat or be killed. We 
face death either way.” So into enemy 
territory they went, God miraculously 
scattering the Syrian host so that the 
lepers fed not only themselves but all of 
Israel as well.

“Fight forward into enemy terri-
tory,” Brother Herbert exhorted Dr. 
Kishore. “You must defend what you 
believe in, even if it puts you into the 
hands of your enemies.” So Dr. Kishore 
wouldn’t misunderstand the underlying 
point, Brother Herbert made it clear 
that there’d be no deliverance on the 
human plane. Dr. Kishore had to throw 
himself fully onto God at this point: 
“Trust in God isn’t an empty slogan. 
There is no human solution. We believe 
in the God Who has all the power.” In 
effect, Brother Herbert was inculcat-
ing in his embattled friend the spirit 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
(Dan. 3:16-18): God can deliver me 
from the state’s hands, but even if He 
doesn’t, I still won’t bow down to it.

Brother Herbert took note of Dr. 
Kishore’s hunger for the Word of God. 
“Every friend makes a difference to 
him,” says Brother Herbert. “He told 
me, ‘Now I’ve finally seen the truth, 
despite all I’ve learned in years of study 
and practice.’” Most importantly is the 
consensus that has since arisen, says 
Brother Herbert. “All his Christian 
friends want him to keep fighting, to 
keep moving forward.”

Just Being There for Him
The only times Brother Herbert has 

missed a court hearing with Dr. Kishore 

is when he was on a mission trip. “Most 
hearings I was there,” he says. He’s not 
there to understand the hearings (argu-
ments over complex points of law), but 
“to pray throughout the proceedings 
and to lift up Dr. Kishore before God.”

“God will give me the words to 
share with Dr. Kishore to encourage 
him,” says Brother Herbert. “I see him 
not just as a public servant but as a hu-
man being, a brother, someone who has 
been doing the work of the Kingdom 
even while a nonbeliever, waiting for the 
appointed time to know God for Him-
self.” In Brother Herbert’s view, God 
used the “fire of affliction, the persecu-
tion, to bring Dr. Kishore to Himself.”

Brother Herbert sees God’s hand 
behind all that has happened to Dr. 
Kishore. “I believe strongly that God 
wants to use what’s already inside of 
him, what he’s already been doing, but 
to do so now in the Name of the Lord, 
consecrating his efforts unto Him.”

And what of the impact of Brother 
Herbert’s simple presence and prayers 
and exhortations upon Dr. Kishore? 
Let the doctor speak for himself on that 
point: “Brother Herbert spent count-
less hours, unpaid, with me. He’s like a 
rock. What a man. Not like my lawyers. 
Especially when I was down and out. 
He understands the person standing 
in front of him. His prayers are like no 
others.”

People take different roles in how 
they support Dr. Kishore. Brother 
Herbert was more a spiritual mentor1 to 
the doctor, one who helped strengthen 
the doctor’s resolve to press forward 
against the massive weight of the state 
pressing down upon him. In the sixth 
article we’ll focus on another impor-
tant supporting role: Dr. Kishore’s new 
attorney, who took up key elements 
of his case while the original attorneys 
were trying to squirm out of their role. 
In that future article, we will contrast 
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his sacrificial work with that of Dr. 
Kishore’s nemesis: the Attorney General 
of Massachusetts, Martha Coakley.

THE CZAR
Having reviewed the Good above, 

it is time to consider the Bad and the 
Ugly. The Bad boils down to this: 
citizens of Massachusetts reading the 
first four articles in this series knew 
they were in the midst of the tragedy 
being described. Citizens of the other 
forty-nine states, while distressed that 
the great strides made by Dr. Kishore’s 
research wouldn’t be exported any time 
soon to their states, at least had peace 
of mind that the Luddite policies of 
Massachusetts would stay in Massa-
chusetts. “We may not see the benefits 
of Dr. Kishore’s work,” they thought, 
“but at least we’re insulated from the 
system that set out to destroy him, the 
system that promotes inferior status quo 
treatment regimens. We’re relatively safe 
because we don’t live in that state.”

Wrong.
The man who was in charge of the 

Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health Division on Drug Abuse at the 
time of Dr. Kishore’s arrest is no longer 
a Massachusetts official, when the dam-
age he inflicted was limited to his own 
state and its jurisdictional limits. He 
worked at the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Public Health between 1994 
and 2012, the last nine years of which 
he served as the director of substance 
abuse services. The takedown of Dr. 
Punyamurtula Kishore occurred on this 
man’s watch. Dr. Kishore is certain that 
this man was the logical source of the 
misleading statement reported by NPR 
news correspondent David Boeri shortly 
after Dr. Kishore’s arrest: “WBUR has 
learned that Dr. Kishore never got a 
state license from the state Department 
of Public Health to run addiction treat-
ment programs.” In this man’s mind, 
“addiction treatment” means “metha-

done maintenance” or “Suboxone® 
dispensary,” and since Dr. Kishore didn’t 
use addictive substances to treat sub-
stance abuse, he was falsely smeared as 
an unlicensed practitioner of addiction 
medicine. No mention was ever made of 
his vastly superior success rates through 
sobriety maintenance and sobriety 
enhancement, the cornerstones of the 
Massachusetts Model he developed.

Before we reveal that official’s name 
(if you haven’t already guessed it), it is 
time to take a good hard look at that 
37% success rate of Dr. Kishore’s that 
we disclosed in the second article in 
this series. In contrast to conventional 
treatment programs that yield a 2% to 
5% success rate after a year of treat-
ment, this 37% is impressive—a figure 
that understandably fuels much of the 
outrage over the mindless attacks upon 
so miraculous a success. Is it an honest 
figure? Let’s see.

The 37% Solution
In 1994, Dr. Kishore sent in four 

years of his practices’ data for review, 
independent evaluation, and consid-
eration for the AMERSA (Association 
for Medical Education and Research in 
Substance Abuse) award. This is the first 
time the 37% figure appeared, docu-
mented with sufficient rigor that Dr. 
Kishore received the AMERSA Award 
on November 17, 1994. The annual 
figure for his growing practices fluctu-
ated between 30% and 40% up until 
July 2006, when once-a-month Vivitrol 
injections came on the market. When 
integrated with the Massachusetts 
Model, the sobriety rate changed.

In 2006, Vivitrol was only ap-
proved for treating alcohol addiction, 
but so many of Dr. Kishore’s patients 
were polysubstance abusers (not merely 
“pure” alcoholics) that its effects on opi-
oid addiction were being documented 
on the fly (rather than on the sly). How 
then did Vivitrol ever get approved for 

treating opioid addiction? What mo-
tivated the FDA to approve it for such 
use in September 2010?

In the third article of this series, you 
learned about Dr. Kishore’s National Li-
brary of Addictions and its ambassador 
program. Some of these ambassadors, 
including Thomas “TJ” Voller, went to 
Washington D.C. to testify about Vivi-
trol’s impact on their addiction treat-
ment. In a CNN news story of October 
12, 2010, Voller can be seen on a brief 
video2 discussing the impact of Vivi-
trol on his life. While mention of Dr. 
Kishore and the Massachusetts Model 
was conspicuously edited out, the voice-
over narrator describes the “one doctor” 
who administered Vivitrol to Voller. 
That doctor was Dr. Kishore, whose 
work3 was a factor in fast-tracking Vivit-
rol for treating opioid addiction.

At this point, Dr. Kishore’s so-
briety rate far exceeded the 37% rate 
documented sixteen years earlier: the 
one-year-treatment success rate var-
ied between 50% and 60% with the 
integration of Vivitrol into the Mas-
sachusetts Model. That means we have 
actually underreported the value of Dr. 
Kishore’s work. And it was at this time 
that the state began its attacks on Dr. 
Kishore in earnest, culminating in his 
arrest eleven months later in September 
2011.

Where Was the Official in Charge 
of the State’s Drug Abuse Policy?

One would think that the Massa-
chusetts official in charge of substance 
abuse treatment would be well-versed 
on these developments, instead of 
attacking Dr. Kishore and thereby main-
taining the miserable cap of expectations 
that methadone and Suboxone® place 
on those in bondage to those treatment 
regimens. If he was unaware of Dr. 
Kishore’s work and its significance, his 
competence in the role of the state’s di-
rector of substance abuse programs must 
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be called into question: how can this 
man not know about the Massachusetts 
Model publicizing such well-document-
ed results? And if he did know what Dr. 
Kishore had achieved, what motivated 
him to help kill this revolution in addic-
tion medicine?

Neither of the options is particularly 
flattering to this official. On either basis, 
should he not have been removed from 
his position?

From one point of view, he was 
removed from his position. Michael 
Botticelli, the Massachusetts official in 
question, no longer works for the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Health. In 
2012 he became the Deputy Director 
of the federal Office of National Drug 
Control Policy, and then became the 
Director in March 2014.

You see, Michael Botticelli is this 
nation’s drug czar. From deep inside the 
state of Massachusetts to your doorstep: 
Massachusetts’s problem is now every-
body’s problem. The systematic neglect 
and burial of Dr. Kishore and his Massa-
chusetts Model now receives the impress 
of federal fingerprints upon it.

The Root of the Problem
The so-called Peter Principle asserts 

that individuals are promoted to their 
level of incompetence. That principle 
doesn’t apply here, because the problem 
is more deep-seated than Botticelli’s 
competence. The problem is that the 
definition of success has become disfig-
ured beyond recognition. One is tempt-
ed to ask, “Cui bono? Who benefits?” 
But we are victims of media nonsense 
through self-inflicted ignorance: this is 
a real and present danger in our society. 
Let’s consider an example.

Vivitrol should never be admin-
istered outside of a program like the 
Massachusetts Model, but even if it is, 
its value is completely misinterpreted. You 
and I become dupes under such misin-
terpretations. An Associated Press article 

on Vivitrol use in Ohio appeared on 
June 22, 2014, quoting a sheriff ’s cri-
tique of a pilot program that “only three 
of 12 subjects completed the program 
and stayed off drugs.”4 If you weren’t 
aware that 2% to 5% is the best that 
traditional treatment programs deliver, 
you’d think the 25% success rate being 
criticized by the sheriff represented terri-
ble statistics.5 The unwary would think, 
“Only 25% stayed off drugs? Dump 
Vivitrol and go back to methadone!”—
namely, back to a five times worse success 
rate. This is why the traditional success 
rate chart hides the first month’s 80% 
recidivism rate by simply cutting it off, 
as explained in detail in the first article 
in this series. That doctored chart (no 
pun intended) is reproduced in the 
reference of endnote 2 below.

Michael Botticelli operated in 
terms of popularly-held and militantly-
propagated fictions during his tenure in 
Massachusetts. With his promotion to 
the position of national drug czar, the 
damage he has been inflicting has been 
wider in scope, deeper in impact, and 
longer-lasting than that of his predeces-
sor. It would be easy to provide dozens 
of references to document the ongoing 
controversies in which he is mired. Your 
state may already have had the pleasure 
of a visit from Mr. Botticelli.

The point of all this, however, is a 
simple one. What was once merely a 
Massachusetts problem is now every-
one’s problem, as that state has exported 
its false expertise to the federal level. If 
you’ve been reading this series thinking 
the issues involved were provincial ones, 
think again. The man who evidently 
threw Dr. Kishore and the Massachu-
setts Model under the bus is now in 
charge of our nation’s drug abuse policy.

But in respect to long-lasting dam-
age, there’s a worse problem than the 
promotion of Michael Botticelli to the 
position of the nation’s drug czar. Our 

culture is sustaining long-lasting dam-
age in a form that has gone virtually 
unreported. It behooves us to now move 
from consideration of the Bad to an 
unnerving look at the Ugly: the actual 
long-term effects of methadone on 
personhood and gender identity.

THE SECRET
We must tread carefully here as we 

now enter the waters of a controversy 
so volatile, even doctors publishing in 
refereed journals avoid connecting the 
dots. Note the technical citations in the 
endnotes for this final section, which are 
necessary to preempt charges that we’ve 
put forward specious ideas without 
adequate foundation.

The effects of methadone in the 
body last much longer than that of her-
oin. Taken daily (as usually prescribed), 
its effects are effectively continuous. 
Some of these effects have not been fully 
reported or appreciated. One wonders 
if wider publication of these effects 
would have an impact on the methadone 
industry that authorities would deem 
unacceptable. Perhaps these effects don’t 
receive airplay for a reason—particularly 
the effects upon males using methadone.

If that sounds conspiratorial in 
tone, consider a statement reported 
by CBC News on August 26, 2014: 
“Debbie Bang, the manager of St. 
Joseph’s Healthcare Womankind addic-
tions service, says she worries that this 
kind of research might dissuade men 
from entering a methadone program 
if they really need it.”6 Research into 
what? The article’s headline gives us a 
clue: Methadone suppresses testosterone 
in men, McMaster research suggests. The 
researchers were obviously surprised at 
their results: “In fact, when the study’s 
researchers first started checking results, 
they actually had to go back and make 
sure they didn’t accidentally test women 
by mistake because the testosterone 
levels were just so low.”



8      Faith for All of Life  |  November/December 2014 www.chalcedon.edu

Faith for All of Life
Tip of the Iceberg

But even this report held back 
information. It’s not merely that 
methadone use drives testosterone levels 
down in males; it also boosts female 
sex hormones in them. To compound 
these effects further, methadone affects 
the levels of prolactin in male patients, 
among other important hormones. A 
National Institutes of Health study pub-
lished in November, 1981, “Hormone 
levels in methadone-treated drug ad-
dicts,” documented these changes more 
than thirty years ago.7 Nonetheless, the 
chance that you know anything about 
this is essentially nil.

The effects of opioids (like metha-
done) have been revisited in the lit-
erature repeatedly.8 The increased 
concentration of prolactin in male 
homosexuals was noted as early as 1971 
in The Lancet.9 But the clincher is how 
far back such effects of opioids have 
been observed. In 2005, Nathaniel Katz, 
M.D., publishing under the auspices 
of Massachusetts General Hospital and 
Harvard Medical School, lamented 
the lack of reporting on the hormonal 
effects of opioids: “Unfortunately, while 
barely discussed in the modern medical 
lexicon, opioids have negative effects 
on the endocrine system that have 
been observed for at least a century.”10 
Disturbingly, he opens his article by 
quoting from an 1839 report on the 
tea plantations of Assam: “the feeble 
opium-smokers of Assam … are more 
effeminate than women.”11

Suboxone® (buprenorphine) also 
exhibits parallel effects on prolactin 
levels and more12—it’s not just metha-
done that’s the problem. To be free of 
these effects, look to the sobriety-based 
Massachusetts Model, not to the status 
quo treatments with their hair-of-the-
dog solutions, miserable outcomes, and 
spurious side effects.

Dr. Kishore has personally observed 

the feminizing effects of methadone 
on males being treated with it. Breast 
enlargement, development of female 
habitus (body shape), increased groom-
ing behaviors, and more are part of the 
package. Use of methadone blurs gender 
distinctions. This makes for two strikes 
against reporting these effects: (1) fear 
that men who allegedly “need” metha-
done will spurn it once they discover the 
truth (see Debbie Bang’s telling confes-
sion above), and (2) the explosive nature 
of gender politics and fear of backlash 
(making it remarkable that Katz was 
bold enough to even include “loss of 
gender role” in Table 2 of his study13).

Loss of Gender Role
We’ve reported earlier that Massa-

chusetts, rather than adopt the Mas-
sachusetts Model and work towards so-
briety, continues to aggressively call for 
more methadone and more Suboxone®. 
By deceiving the public on the resulting 
implications for human endocrinol-
ogy and its impact on gender roles, it 
appears as if a massive social engineering 
experiment is being conducted on the 
population without informed consent. 
This is, in fact, what Dr. Kishore be-
lieves is the case.

While true that homosexuals are 
disproportionately affected by drug 
addiction (at two to three times the rate 
of the general public), there remains a 
question of cause-and-effect. Stigma 
and social pressures are logically cited in 
this connection.14 Dr. Kishore believes 
there’s a second element at work: drug 
addicts develop homosexual tenden-
cies due to the blurring of gender roles 
by way of altered endocrinology. Both 
factors are actually in play, but the 
documentation of the more controver-
sial second factor has been muted. We 
only hear about the first factor, which 
provides a useful weapon for shaming 
an ostensibly intolerant culture.

If Dr. Kishore is correct, one must 

wonder if the national and state au-
thorities aggressively pushing narcotic 
substitutes like methadone (rather than 
sobriety) on their populations are aware 
of the societal changes their policies are 
creating. The shifting of gender roles, 
the blurring of distinctions, even the 
mutation of political orientations under 
the influence of biochemical changes 
engineered through pharmaceuticals, 
could well be a powder keg waiting to 
explode. Dr. Kishore sees these drug 
policies as embodying the Biblical idea 
of “pharmakeia,” a pejorative term that, 
as used here, means not only the poison-
ing of individuals but of society.

Responsible Journalism?
The facts are beyond dispute, but 

there are those who dispute the right 
to disclose the facts, as illustrated above 
and elsewhere. There are those who 
believe in methadone and Suboxone® 
so blindly that they’ll charge us with 
irresponsibility for pointing out the side 
effects of these “valuable” drugs. Our 
view is that the real irresponsibility is the 
destruction of Dr. Kishore’s PMAI treat-
ment centers, which were then enjoying 
a 50% to 60% twelve-month success 
rate, to instead promote treatments with 
a miserable 2% to 5% twelve-month 
success rate (such as methadone).

It is far more irresponsible to pro-
mote abject failures like methadone, and 
to hide the massive social engineering 
project imposed on hundreds of thou-
sands of people without their consent or 
knowledge, than to promote sobriety-
based treatments that have worked 
miracles without tampering with gender 
roles within the state’s population.

Until the critics confront these is-
sues, their objections will continue to 
smack of total hypocrisy, and we are 
under no obligation to take seriously 
any backlash emanating from individu-
als or groups whose motives are so easily 

Continued on page 26
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After nearly forty 
years of our life’s 

pioneering work in edu-
cation and applied Bib-
lical faith, we discovered 
that work alive and well 

at Kasana Children’s Centre, Uganda, a 
humble but extraordinary work of God. 
At Kasana and the other plantings of 
New Hope Uganda Ministries, the most 
desperate orphans have become part of 
new, real families to become increasingly 
powerful stewards of their country for 
Christ. A new educational effort prom-
ises to multiply this effect. 

Here is the story...

Intro: Theological 
and Philosophical Background

Every move of God in the hands of 
men morphs and diffuses. No move-
ment is a perfect expression of God’s 
will, and so necessarily must correct and 
be corrected over time. Mastering God’s 
ways comes hard for men. When we do 
succeed, therefore, God rightly receives 
the glory. For example, 1600 years 
passed before applied Biblical thinking 
came to ground a completely new civil 
order in Plymouth Plantation on the 
American shore. Such is our present 
condition.

I have spent my life attempting to 
mainstream the Biblical imperative into 
real life. After unsuccessfully seeking re-
sources that would direct our desire for 
a strictly Biblical approach to education, 
God providentially introduced us to the 
Christian history movement. We caught 
the late movie actor and Christian 
Reconstructionist John Quade Saun-
ders, then representing Marshall Foster’s 

A New Hope for Uganda
by Ronald W. Kirk

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

Institute for Christian Self-Government, 
showcasing Biblical thinking via historic 
example on the 700 Club. We read of 
Verna Hall and Rosalie Slater discover-
ing recurring themes of Biblical impera-
tive in their historical research, resulting 
in the formulation of seven principles 
which they applied specifically to civil 
government.1 We found these same 
principles had universal direct applica-
tion to moral relational government, 
and direct application to the work of the 
dominion mandate—to the economic 
world of the sciences and arts of life.2

Soon afterward, through meeting 
and befriending Chalcedon’s Mar-
tin Selbrede, a young disciple of Dr. 
Rushdoony, a more rigorously Biblical 
theology began to inform the work. 
Cornelius Van Til’s humble view of 
knowledge by analogy and learning 
spiral as identified by Dr. Rushdoony in 
By What Standard? revealed an extremely 
important understanding of the re-
cursive, deductive-inductive nature of 
sound applied theology, with good fruit 
the proper end.3

Through the dual recourse to Scrip-
ture and the best providential expres-
sions of Christian history, we were able 
to derive and reduce to working prin-
ciple—in a manner all sound theology 
does—a coherent, cohesive, rigorous 
and self-correcting Biblical system of 
education. Through the years of imple-
mentation, a refined, crafted curriculum 
and method emerged.4

Educational Background
Certain results arose from our ef-

forts to build a strictly Biblical view and 
form of education. 

First, we attempted to define the 
mature man or woman of God in 
character, faith, knowledge, wisdom, 
responsibilities, and skills of life. Clearly, 
men and women must be stewards of 
the home, including economic contri-
bution to provide the material substance 
of Christ’s Kingdom and the Great 
Commission, civil participation to build 
and maintain godly social and civil or-
der, and the education and discipleship 
of children to maintain the generational 
covenant (Deut. 6).

A curriculum—methodologies 
and forms of content—arose out of 
the resulting identified goals of a godly 
education. Some are often almost em-
barrassingly humble and simple and 
perhaps part of the difficulty in persuad-
ing others of their importance. 

A few methodological examples: 
Real character and accomplishment are 
formed from overcoming difficulty by 
faith. The student learns as a matter of 
course to engage an effort by faith in 
Christ, rather than exaction of accom-
plishment. The Lord brings the increase 
in due season. The teacher must not 
take the learning of any knowledge or 
skill for granted, but must provide con-
tent, example, and discipline to ensure 
holding no student back nor dropping 
any through the cracks. The Biblical 
model for all education is relational, 
not institutional, and derives from the 
family. Every child should prepare for 
eternity upon the dignity and value 
inherent in God’s image. Every child 
must prepare for a life of service in 
Christ according to individual gifts 
and calling. Because of the variety of 
gifts and importance of all individuals, 
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Christian education is neither elitist nor 
egalitarian, but must provide whatever 
is necessary for success with every child 
(1 Cor. 12:4, 18–25). Understand-
ing of the universe derives universally 
from a thorough understanding of the 
reflection of the Holy Trinity impressed 
onto Creation. The equal ultimacy of 
the One and the Many provides both 
the essential covenantal paradigm for 
all moral relationships and the essential 
organizing principle of knowledge for all 
of God’s life subjects. School subjects are 
strategic life subjects.5

This developing theology and 
practice of education became a school in 
1982, the Master’s School in Camarillo, 
California.6 Educational practice in the 
school grew from the stubborn notion 
that as God is God, His Word repre-
sents reality and therefore there should 
be no gap between theory and practice, 
save what the divine disadvantage of 
faith requires. This latter is so that men 
do not presume upon God, but always 
make Him our first resort. The just walk 
by faith. 

Relational Background
As the Master’s School increasingly 

fleshed out in real peoples’ real lives, Jay 
and Vicki Dangers, with their young 
children, joined us. Jay, born in Zaire of 
his missionary parents, fully intended 
to return there (now the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo) to minister to 
orphans. God had firmly rooted the 
Dangers’ hearts in Africa. 

Over the years, while we maintained 
correspondence and occasional visits 
here in the states with the dear Dan-
gers family, our paths diverged. They 
took their vision to Uganda where they 
served orphans by “bringing the father-
hood of God to the fatherless” (Psa. 
68:5–6). 

First, according to the Dangers’ 
testimony, the Lord desired that the 
Master’s School should share the Biblical 

family model and other important fea-
tures of Biblical living we had learned.7 
Jay and Vicki attended our parent and 
teacher training classes. 

As they eventually attained their 
final destination, the Dangers made 
new families of orphans and widows. 
It is difficult to fathom the degradation 
of the Idi Amin and AIDS orphans of 
Uganda. The children with parents do 
not fare much better as family culture 
has all but vanished under the murder-
ous destruction Uganda has suffered. 

At Kasana, however, parents, minis-
ters, and educators give the children the 
most excellent formal education possible, 
given their limited resources and state 
imposition on the curriculum. Through 
much of their over twenty-five year his-
tory, the orphans and surrounding villag-
ers gained the highest passing rate into 
secondary school under the English-style 
system. They have also had a significant 
rate of college entrance and gradua-
tion. But education does not end with 
books. The New Hope ministry, largely 
administered by Ugandans, inculcates 
Biblical manhood and womanhood, the 
fundamental importance of relationship, 
and an enterprising work ethic. The 
seven Kasana families of twenty or more 
children and true parents are from 70 
percent to 100 percent self-supporting. 

The community emphasizes civic 
responsibility for the establishment of 
Biblical justice and liberty. True disciple-
ship at every level remains their funda-
mental aim. By all appearances the sons 
and daughters of Kasana are becoming 
their nation’s leaders.

In passing, I should comment upon 
the extraordinary governance of New 
Hope Uganda. The local governing 
board consists of six members, including 
Jay, the founder. The other five mem-
bers are Ugandans, highly accomplished 
folks who early came to know and 
embrace the Biblical worldview Jay and 
Vicki took to Africa. Board members’ 
vocations include accounting and high 
level government work. Board member 
and “ethical” building contractor Peter 
Kiyimba Kasaka told me he was pleased 
to find that I was a professional land-
scape architect—someone who did real 
work. He said, “I thought you were just 
another Bible-thumper.” I laughed and 
said, “I’m that, too.” Peter, also an ac-
complished architect, told me his work 
is hard because he doesn’t give bribes to 
inspectors.

In a first for New Hope non-board 
members, including my wife Christina 
and me, we were invited to a board 
meeting where we observed an astonish-
ing combination of vision and down-to-
earth, hard-headed practical judgment. 
It was at this meeting that New Hope 
Uganda launched a new work, chris-
tened by Godfrey Kyazze the Master’s 
Institute for Education (MIE). This new 
work, a teacher’s college and educational 
advocacy, is the brain-child of Godfrey 
and Dr. Gillian Kasirye with encourage-
ment from Jay Dangers and the support 
of New Hope staff. 

Transmitting the Vision, 
Philosophy and Craftsmanship 

of Education
From the beginning, Jay Dangers 

has required New Hope staff to plow 

“The community emphasizes 

civic responsibility for the 

establishment of Biblical justice 

and liberty. True discipleship 

at every level remains their 

fundamental aim. By all 

appearances the sons and 

daughters of Kasana 

are becoming their nation’s 

leaders.”
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through my unpublished manuscript, 
Get Wisdom! Making Christian Heroes of 
Ordinary People, a legacy work that had 
served as the Master’s School teacher 
training course text. This work intends, 
with an introductory theology, to per-
suade, inform, and mature systematic 
Biblical thinking as mentioned above. 

Godfrey Kyazze had been studying 
my work and the work of the Founda-
tion for American Christian Education 
for three years, unbeknownst to me. 
Godfrey worked as the curriculum 
specialist for the Kasana primary and 
secondary school. Having already been 
inspired with the promise of better 
things from true Christian education, 
he grew increasingly frustrated with the 
rigged fiat Ugandan educational system 
and curriculum, enforced as it is on all 
Ugandan schools, public and private. 
When I heard Godfrey give a sermon 
to the church at Kasana, I turned to 
Jay Dangers sitting next to me. “For 
years,” I said through tears, “I have been 
concerned my work would die with me. 
I am no longer afraid it will. It is now in 
good hands.”

As Godfrey reached out in various 
directions to find assistance and outlet 
for his growing vision, he met Dr. Gil-
lian Kasirye, professor of curriculum 
development at Makerere University, 
one of the oldest and most prestigious of 
the educational institutions established 
under British colonial rule. 

I learned from a government-
sponsored white paper published in 
1992, that while the goals envisioned 
for Ugandan education are downright 
Biblical down the list, their Horace 
Mann, materialistic, Enlightenment 
means are wholly inadequate to the 
task. In fact, they can do nothing more 
than perpetuate the poor work ethic 
and paper chase contemporary Ugandan 
education now inspires. Even at Kobwin 
Children’s Centre, New Hope succeeded 

with the horribly abused Kony soldier-
children using a Biblical approach. 
There they undermined the work of 
Satan in those children and reclaimed 
their lives for Christ. Only Biblical 
methods can redeem Uganda or any 
other nation.

Dr. Kasirye, too, has come to 
realize that her Ph.D. in educational 
anthropology from Columbia Univer-
sity in New York, apart from the sheer 
discipline it trained, is not much use in 
redeeming the Ugandan system. Gillian 
now shares the inspiration for a com-
prehensive life and culture in Christ, 
everything redeemed in the hands of the 
redeemed.

I should note that both Godfrey 
and Dr. Kasirye are mindful that their 
first duty is to their homes and their 
conduct on Biblical grounds.

The influence is growing. Recently, 
the first woman and first Christian 
has come to chair the Department of 
Education at Makerere. Previously, I am 
told that only witchcraft practitioners 
held this chair. Dean Betty Akullu Ezati 
is quite open to the work of MIE and 
has herself attended the initial lectures 
to begin training future faculty, the 
teachers of teachers for all of Uganda’s 
schools. According to Godfrey Kyazze, 

about twenty prospective faculty 
members attended the introductory 
classes held in the first half of 2014. 
Four of these are Ph.D.s, and two other 
college lecturers. In addition, many 
other of the attendees are accomplished 
educators at various levels. Attendees 
are excited and piqued by what often 
appears a radical but appealing view of 
life and education.

MIE already has support from 
Christian leaders in government, educa-
tion, business, and Christian ministries 
all around Kampala. The Christian first 
lady of Uganda, Mrs. Museveni, has 
long supported and encouraged the 
New Hope Ministry.

MIE’s vision is to train a faculty 
of professors who understand and can 
reproduce the concise, accessible, and 
systematic Biblical view of applied 
faith and education described here. It 
is a tricky deal. MIE’s task is to train 
Christian worldview teachers without 
violating (at least in the beginning) the 
state’s educational mandates. We are all 
confident in the ability to do so because 
our approach so closely aligns with the 
government’s own goals. Ultimately, we 
pray that this work will tear down the 
walls of state fiat education and place its 
responsibility with the family where it 
belongs.

My part in this venture is two-fold. 
I am assisting Godfrey and Gillian in 
further articulating and refining the 
basic systematic theology of applied 
faith and its educational implications. 
Toward this end, my very capable wife 
and I shared for a month last September 
practical Biblical thinking and otherwise 
contributed to planning meetings. I also 
offered some introductory instruction 
to the primary and secondary school 
teachers at Kasana. In July, Godfrey, Gil-
lian, Christina, and I spent two weeks 
of intensive discussions here in Ven-
tura, California. Christina and I hope 

“I learned from a government-

sponsored white paper 

published in 1992, that 

while the goals envisioned 

for Ugandan education are 

downright Biblical down 

the list, their Horace Mann, 

materialistic, Enlightenment 

means are wholly inadequate 

to the task.”
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to return to Kampala to offer further 
instruction to the prospective faculty 
members in January 2015 at MIE’s of-
ficial inauguration.

Another element of the Kirks’ 
contribution is the proposed 
development of curriculum that meets 
the peculiar demands of the Ugandan 
system without compromising the 
Biblical imperative. We hope to produce 
textbooks that the government will 
accept and embrace. Though we have 
spent nearly forty years developing 
this Biblical approach and crafting 
curriculum for the classroom, much 
remains to be done. Most of our 
work was on the fly, always feeding 
the demands of the classroom, so that 
much refinement and formatting for 
publication remains. It is at least a 
good ten years of full-time work. Our 
prayer is that God gives us grace and 
provides the resources to do this. We 
have given away our substance and for 
the last twelve years especially have only 
modestly been able to contribute as we 
have labored to finish launching our 
family and provide for the home. 

A Promise for the Future of Uganda
The team Godfrey and Gillian 

represent, with counsel from the col-
lected Biblical wisdom at New Hope 
and through others coming alongside, 
promises a new generation of teach-
ers, with a peculiarly comprehensive 
theological and practical lens through 
which to learn and teach Christ’s sub-
jects for His glory and the redemption 
and recovery of a great people. Imagine 
the promise of redeeming an entire 
culture—long decimated by murder and 
hindered by the hopeless superstitions of 
animism and witchcraft. Instead of the 
aimlessness of the present anti-culture, 
a responsible family and church culture 
promises to build a true and lasting 
culture.

An Expanded Future (Vishal 
Mangalwadi, Amanda Sanchez)

On a closing note, it might be 
fitting to note God’s work is great and 
wide. The author of The Book that Made 
Your World: How the Bible Created the 
Soul of Western Civilization, Vishal Man-
galwadi, has begun an international edu-
cational effort which vision purposes to 
establish online colleges centered in local 
churches around the globe—Church-
based and Community-centered Higher 
Education (CaCHE). Vishal’s education 
lieutenant, Dr. Amanda Sanchez, has 
also taken an interest in our work, and is 
becoming acquainted with Godfrey and 
Gillian. We pray that this relationship 
prospers. 

We also pray that we may be able 
to contribute once again to America’s 
educational redemption through the 
humbling and grand body of Biblical 
wisdom Christ has entrusted to us. It 
may be that Uganda will send its mis-
sionaries here to help us.

Ron is a licensed California professional 
landscape architect, educator, author 
and editor, and now a part of the foreign 
missionary staff at New Hope Uganda. 
You can see more of his work at www.
getwisdom.us. 
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4. Dr. Rushdoony well objected to the 
Verna Hall/Rosalie Slater effort as often 
lacking in sound theological foundation. 

Verna Hall herself told me it was not her job 
as a woman, but rather, as a man it was my 
job to discern the underlying theology of 
history. History must necessarily hold error. 
However, the Bible itself is full of human 
history. Indeed, Dr. Rushdoony embraced 
learning the specific lessons of history. We 
thus resorted in both/and fashion to the 
Scriptures as objective and authoritative, 
with history exemplary and illustrative of 
either godly or evil expression, and with 
Scripture as the first and final appeal. 
A well-known friend of both Christian 
Reconstruction and Christian history once 
observed that the Principle Approach was 
like a hundred-car freight train pulled by a 
unicycle. Meanwhile, Christian Reconstruc-
tion in practice is often like a six-engine 
multiple-engine locomotive pulling a kiddie 
car. My work sought to tie the powerful 
theology-based locomotive with the helpful 
examples of history’s best expressions. The 
result was an eminently accessible, practical 
and correctible approach to applied Biblical 
faith, avoiding the common mere specula-
tions and abstractions that Dr. Rushdoony 
so ardently opposed (e.g., Rushdoony, Roots 
of Reconstruction [Vallecito, CA: Ross House 
Books, 1991], 698–699; The Biblical Phi-
losophy of History [1997], 88–89). 
5. See the article “Get Wisdom! A Biblical 
Christian Philosophy and Method for Edu-
cation” at  http://www.getwisdom.us/wp-
content/uploads/2012/02/An-Overview-of-
True-Christian-Education-Get-Wisdom.pdf
6. I determined that child education would 
most strategically and effectively inculcate 
Biblical thinking and action into the com-
munity. Aside from the obvious purpose of 
reaching children themselves, in a covenant-
al, representative relationship, the school 
may also influence the home directly. We 
would say to parents, in order to accomplish 
your purpose in your child, we must ask you 
to work toward aligning your home with the 
Biblical ways of the school.
7. Jennie G. Dangers, The Long Road to 
Hope: A Day of Small Beginings (El Cajon, 
CA: Christian Services Network, 2006), 
55–57.
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In Deuteronomy 
6:17–25, Moses again 

tells Israel, as if to make 
it a point of repeat-
ing himself over and 
over, that if they were 

to successfully conquer and inherit the 
land of Canaan, they had to keep the 
commandments of the Lord diligently. 
Apparently, Moses feared that if this 
new generation was not self-consciously 
mindful to apply the commandments of 
the law to the culture they were about 
to inhabit, they too would perish in the 
wilderness like their fathers before them.

It should have been obvious to 
Israel, at this point, that strict obedi-
ence to the commandments of God was 
extremely important, even urgent, if this 
new generation was to construct a God-
honoring civilization. That was the goal. 
The construction of a God-honoring, 
scripturally-structured civilization was 
the goal for Israel then, and remains the 
goal for the Christian church today. 

It was God’s intention that, through 
an obedient generation, He would 
reform and reconstruct the old pagan, 
disobedient, and unbelieving human 
race, along with its myriad of social 
institutions. This was to be a compre-
hensive reformation in order to subdue 
all things in obedience to His ethical law 
standard.

Moses is commanding this new 
generation to reform their thinking by 
diligently adhering to God’s ethical law-
precepts in every area and institution 
of life, first in the life of the individual, 
then the family, certainly the church, 

Tactical Considerations for a Biblical Reformation
by Paul Michael Raymond

Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, 
and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee. ~ Deuteronomy 6:17

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

but especially in the arena of gover-
nance. God’s ultimate goal was, and still 
is today, to raise up an obedient people 
in righteousness for the express purpose 
of civilization-building. As Deuterono-
my 4:5–8 clearly points out: 

Behold, I have taught you statutes 
and judgments, even as the Lord 
my God commanded me, that ye 
should do so in the land whither 
ye go to possess it. Keep there-
fore and do them; for this is your 
wisdom and your understanding 
in the sight of the nations, which 
shall hear all these statutes, and 
say, Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people. 
For what nation is there so great, 
who hath God so nigh unto them, 
as the Lord our God is in all things 
that we call upon him for? And 
what nation is there so great, that 
hath statutes and judgments so 
righteous as all this law, which I set 
before you this day?

The Hebrew republic was to be the 
universal model for all nations. It was 
to be the template of national righ-
teousness, justice, and peace. Israel was 
commanded to have a working knowl-
edge of the law of God and its express 
application to all things. It was by this 
policy that they would establish a righ-
teous social order. Through the applica-
tion of righteousness, equity, and justice, 
they would establish a God-honoring 
nation. They would build a civilization 
which would not only honor God and 
conform to the Biblical standards of 

the Almighty, but it would warrant the 
blessings of God, and by those bless-
ings their culture would prosper and 
be at peace. The opposite is also true. 
Every civilization that is built upon the 
precepts and law-standard of man will 
not prosper. That model will be cursed. 
Ultimately God will bring about its de-
mise and final destruction if it continues 
in rebellion. 

Since all of life can be boiled down 
to religious assumptions, based upon 
certain theological presuppositions, 
every reformation is actually a religious 
reformation. Every civilization model 
is based upon some religious idea or as-
sumption. It will be either a humanistic, 
man-centered reformation or a theo-
centric, Christ-honoring reformation. 
A common ground is impossible. All 
spheres of life, therefore, are conformed 
and structured according to a religious 
ideology.

Mankind will think, act, and live 
according to his own particular religious 
presuppositions. Men will either be cov-
enantally mindful of the supreme God, 
or covenantally rebellious before Him. 
God has not created a dualistic universe 
where there are things secular and things 
sacred. Nor has He created the universe 
and then left it to some naturalistic 
mechanism of law, as the Deists would 
suppose. There isn’t any situation what-
soever, where theological neutrality is 
an optional way of life. Every soul holds 
to some form of theology. Mankind’s 
philosophies, laws, politics, and tradi-
tions are all theologically grounded. The 
operating principle for man is either 
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man is god or God is God.

If our nation (or any nation) is to 
experience a Biblical reformation, it 
must be comprehensive, as all reforms 
must be; otherwise, over time it will un-
ravel. A Biblical reformation requires a 
strict adherence to the law-word of God 
in its ethical and juridical principles. 
Since all reformation is based upon a 
theological/religious presupposition, 
Biblical reform must first begin at the 
church.

Since the pulpit is the place where 
God meets with His people, teaching 
them and calling them to action, the 
church must be faithful in all of its 
teaching, equipping, and empowering 
its members in that task of civiliza-
tion building. The church must lead 
in the revitalization and reformation of 
the American, even the international, 
culture.

Once the church fails in its pro-
phetic and judicial obligations, the 
entire culture falls apart. Without the 
application of Christianity to all of life, 
the church withers and dies under the 
pressure of a pagan culture. The culture 
is the report card of the church. This is 
an essential lesson.

All reforms are fundamentally reli-
gious in nature, and therefore if America 
is to experience a Biblical reformation, 
it must begin at the house of God. The 
problem is that most churches are not 
even aware that a reformation is needed. 

Even when it comes to a reforma-
tion of the legal system, and of the so 
called “God-given rights,” the church is 
central.

R.J. Rushdoony explains: “The 
source of all law in any system is not 
only the locale of sovereignty, but also 
the god of that system. God only is the 
true sovereign and the true source of 
law.”1

But an understanding of a thing 
without the application of it is useless. 

Israel was admonished to “keep” the 
Commandments, indicating the ap-
plication thereof, with the statutes and 
the ordinances. The entire nation was 
to function within the parameters of a 
theo-centric matrix. Only in this way 
could they be assured God’s blessings. 
Moses explains that the people of God 
are to be culturally relevant by applying 
the Word of God to every area of life.

“Learn to do well; seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the 
fatherless, plead for the widow.” 
(Isa. 1:17)

These commands require action: 
cultural action to be performed within 
the real world in order to conform the 
real world to the image of God by His 
law.

Rushdoony concurs:

“God’s purpose for us is not abstract 
knowledge of all things, but the knowl-
edge of His revelations and for a specific 
purpose, that we may do all the words 
of this law.”2

There was to be an applied ideologi-
cal, theological, and philosophical stan-
dard based upon God and His Word. 
Israel was to live under that presupposi-
tion. They could not be neutral. Since 
neutrality is a myth, that was impos-
sible. Men will either adhere to the God 
of Scripture (the God of Sinai), or they 
will not. There is no middle ground.

Van Til declares:

“Either presuppose God and live, or 
presuppose yourself as ultimate and 
die. That is the alternative with which 
the Christian must challenge his fellow 
man.”3

The pressing question of the day is 
“What is the major problem facing the 
human race?” What has derailed the 
progress of Christendom? The answer: 
Man desires to be as God, and that 
problem is rampant even within the 
walls of the church.

Every aspect and sphere of life 
has its root and reason in God. There 
is nothing outside of His dominion. 
Scripture declares Him the undisputed 
Creator, Lord, and owner of all that 
exists. He has created all things, by Him 
all things exist, and therefore He defines 
all things. Man does not and is, in fact, 
unable to rightly define anything. All of 
man’s efforts are tainted by sin, fallible, 
unreliable, and exist in a whirlwind of 
flux. As a result, whenever man seeks 
to redefine reality according to his own 
fallen and fallible, rebellious reason, 
God brings negative sanctions in the 
form of judgment. The world then turns 
to anarchy, then chaos, and as a response 
to chaos the culture falls to tyranny. 
This is the path of our own nation and 
every nation that forgets God. 

Obedience to God’s law-word was 
then for Israel, and remains even now 
for us, the core and kernel of a Biblical 
witness and the only security for liberty 
under God. 

Moses insists that obedience to 
God’s law is something that must be 
done diligently.

Ye shall diligently keep the com-
mandments of the LORD your 
God, and his testimonies, and his 
statutes, which he hath command-
ed thee. (Deut. 6:17)

This diligence is a self-conscious act 
requiring spiritual fortitude and stamina 
which can only be accomplished by the 
infusion of God’s grace. In this verse, 
God introduces a very specific and de-
scriptive word into the admonition. He 
uses the word “testimony” to indicate 
that it, too, is part of the law. It is the 
word which literally means “witness.” 
God is comparing His law to the wit-
ness of Himself, which is also another 
name for the witness of His covenant. 
Whenever the word “testimony” is used, 
it is simply another name for the law of 
God, in the very same way, the terms, 
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“statutes,” “judgments,” “ordinances” 
and “commandments” are used. All 
these are synonymous, varying only 
slightly, but all generally referring to the 
law and the covenant of God.

David uses these words interchange-
ably to point back to the law of God:

ALEPH. Blessed are the undefiled 
in the way, who walk in the law of 
the LORD. Blessed are they that 
keep his testimonies, and that seek 
him with the whole heart. They 
also do no iniquity: they walk in 
his ways. Thou hast commanded 
us to keep thy precepts diligently. 
O that my ways were directed to 
keep thy statutes! Then shall I not 
be ashamed, when I have respect 
unto all thy commandments. I will 
praise thee with uprightness of 
heart, when I shall have learned 
thy righteous judgments. 
(Psa. 119:1–7)

And so Moses, in repeating the 
commandments of God in Deut. 6:17, 
includes the term “testimonies” to add 
further luster to the scope of the law. 
In this way Moses explains that the law 
is the explicit testimony of God in all 
His holy character and attributes. It is 
the mind of God expressed in written 
propositions called the Holy Scriptures. 
The law of God bears an accurate wit-
ness of Him, in all His righteousness, 
goodness, mercy, and judgment. To 
repudiate God‘s law is to repudiate His 
witness. To repudiate God’s law is to 
blaspheme God. Therefore, whenever 
the law of God is forgotten, neglected, 
repudiated or rebelled against, God 
brings negative sanctions of judgment. 
(cf. Deut. 28; Lev. 26)

Consider What It Means 
to Bear Witness

To bear witness, or to have a Biblical 
testimony, is to be obedient to the ethi-
cal standards of God’s law, the statutes, 

testimonies, ordinances, and command-
ments, whether applying to an individ-
ual, family, church, or nation. An entity 
will either bear a faithful witness to God 
or it will not. God testifies that His elect 
are commissioned as His witnesses, to 
bear testimony of His divine being and 
His holy Commandments, as the God 
of all Creation.

Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord. 
(Isa. 43:10) 

As part of the Great Commission, 
Jesus confirms the role of the elect as 
witnesses of God:

But ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth. 
(Acts 1:8)

Notice the extent of the witness: 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.

The intent of the Great Commis-
sion is righteous civilization-building 
under the law of God. This is what the 
word “Christendom” means. It is the 
establishment and maintenance of a 
righteous system of government, laws, 
and comprehensive social order under 
God’s sovereign decree. It is the estab-
lishment of the Kingdom of Christ—
ChristenDOM. In other words, Christ’s 
Kingdom, Christ’s dominion.

And yet that word is no longer used 
as it should be even within the church, 
or within the evangelical and Reformed 
community. Why? Because the mes-
sage of the church is no longer geared 
to Kingdom-building. It has become 
myopic. Self-centered. Salvation-only 
oriented. It is now all about “Me”: “My 
salvation,” “My family,” “My pietism,” 
“My Intellectualism,” “My this or My 
that,” but rarely, if ever, about the King-
dom of Christ which is far bigger and 
grander than the self. In this way not 

only has the church fallen to idolatry, 
but so has the gospel message. We might 
even say that the message has made 
God an idolater in that His focus is only 
upon man’s happiness and glorification 
and not upon God’s eternal Kingdom 
and His own glory. And so a Christian 
witness is one which bears the testimony 
of God in all His precepts and com-
mandments and which seeks to advance 
the Kingdom of Christ. It is not about 
what God has done or will do for “Me”!

For a nation, the true witness of 
God is made evident in its law code and 
societal structure. If the law code departs 
from God’s law, then it has embraced 
another god.  As R.J. Rushdoony ob-
serves, “The source of law in any society 
is the god of that order.”4

Henry Van Til adds, “Culture then 
may be either godless or Godly depend-
ing upon the spirit which animates it.”5

Moses then tells Israel:

And thou shalt do that which is 
right and good in the sight of the 
Lord: that it may be well with thee, 
and that thou mayest go in and 
possess the good land which the 
Lord sware unto thy fathers. 
(Deut. 6:18)

To “do that which is good and 
right in the sight of the Lord” requires 
a number of things. First, it requires 
a working knowledge of God’s law 
standard as to what is good and accept-
able and what is evil and unacceptable. 
This means that the Christian must be 
able to accurately think God’s thoughts 
after Him, in order to apply Biblical 
ethics to every situation that arises. He 
cannot act autonomously, defining good 
and evil for himself apart from God, 
but rather he must act “reflectively” 
to God’s Word. This is basic to every 
Reformation strategy. The first principle 
of any Reformation requires a careful 
study and an accurate understanding of 
God’s Word. It is only then that the law 
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can be rightly applied to the culture. If, 
however, the comprehensive application 
of God’s law to every institution and 
area of life is neglected, all the learning 
and understanding in the world will not 
advance the Kingdom of God. Christen-
dom cannot then be built. True wisdom 
is the application of the Word of God to 
the world at large without compromise 
and without apology.

John Gill comments:

“And what is right and acceptable is 
that which appears from the declaration 
of His Mind and Will in the com-
mandments He has given, and obeying, 
which is therefore doing what is right 
and good; for His commandment is 
holy, just and good, being agreeable 
both to His nature and His will.”6

The Scriptures are not for the aca-
demic community only. They are God’s 
call to action which must be carefully 
structured by a Biblical paradigm. They 
alone must provide the foundation of 
action and every attempt at cultural ref-
ormation. In other words, all strategies 
and tactics must have a moral founda-
tion based in Scripture if they are to 
have any legitimacy and lasting impact. 
It also must be understood that the 
visible church is a governing entity with 
certain prophetic and judicial rights and 
powers which heretofore have not been 
exercised, but must be exercised by the 
faithful church and her members. Fur-
thermore, it must be understood that 
according to the covenant’s stipulations, 
for every action there is a reaction. For 
every decision there is a consequence 
either good or evil.

This is the cause and effect of life 
under the providential decree of God.

This is the world in which we live. 
Everything that happens is a result of 
either man’s obedience or man’s rebel-
lion. All of life revolves around ethics. 
Matthew Henry says it in a clear and 
direct way: “In short; do well and it shall 

be well with thee.”
This aspect of God’s covenantal 

relationship with mankind, including 
every nation, is called covenant predict-
ability. Moses is telling Israel that if they 
obey they can be assured, i.e., they can 
predict with certainty that God will 
bless them. The positive covenant sanc-
tion of blessing could be predicted. The 
inverse is also true. If Israel rebelled they 
could also predict the outcome: judg-
ment and destruction.

In Leviticus 25:18–19, God tells 
Israel:

Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, 
and keep my judgments, and do 
them; and ye shall dwell in the 
land in safety. And the land shall 
yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your 
fill, and dwell therein in safety.

Commenting on Leviticus 25, Gary 
North observes:

The theocentric meaning of this pas-
sage is that God sustains His people, 
and more than sustains them; He 
offers them plenty. They are required 
to acknowledge this fact by trusting in 
His promises. They display this trust 
through their obedience to His Law. 
This passage begins with a re-statement 
of the familiar cause and effect rela-
tionship between corporate external 
obedience to God’s covenant law and 
corporate external blessings.7

It was the duty of the priesthood 
to keep the nation in check. Acting 
prophetically as teaching prophets, they 
were to expound the law to the people 
with all of its intended application. As 
judges, they acted judicially in certain 
disciplinary actions. Working alongside 
of the civil rulers, they were the voice 
of God to the magistrates. It must be 
pointed out that there is a very impor-
tant dynamic in relation to the priest-
hood and the civil ruler. According to 
Leviticus 4, whenever the priest sinned, 
he had to go through a very detailed and 

rigorous cleansing ceremony. In contrast 
to this rigorous ceremonial cleansing of 
the priest, the sin of the civil magistrate 
was dealt with as if he was simply one of 
the common people. 

While the sins of the priest, people, 
and civil ruler had similar consequences, 
there is a very distinct link between the 
priest and the covenant society. In fact, 
there is a more intense and intimate link 
between the priest and the social order 
than there is between the civil ruler and 
the social order. Dr North explains.

[T]here was a much closer judicial 
link between the priesthood and the 
covenanted society than there was be-
tween the civil ruler and the covenanted 
society. This is why we must conclude 
that the church was Covenantally more 
important in Israel than the State. The 
unintentional sin of the priest was treat-
ed by God as comparable to the unin-
tentional sin of the whole congregation, 
while the unintentional sin of the ruler 
was treated on par with the uninten-
tional sin of the average citizen … 
Conclusion: the laxity of the priesthood 
regarding their personal sins threatened 
greater direct negative consequences for 
the citizens of Old Covenant Israel than 
the moral or judicial laxity of the civil 
authorities.8

James Jordan comments:

It was the job of the Levites to keep Is-
rael pure by setting forth the true faith. 
They were to guard Israel as representa-
tives of her True Husband. When they 
failed, the result was apostasy, idolatry 
and corruption … When the church 
drifts into error, she is indeed at fault, 
but the primary blame lies with the pas-
tors. Judgment begins at the house of 
God, and reformation must begin with 
the Levites.9

As priests of God, they were given 
specialized divine authority as God’s 
special witness, delegated to them by 
virtue of their calling and office. So, too, 
were the civil rulers given a specialized 
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delegated authority so as to guide and 
govern the people according to the law 
of God. Yet, there were greater social 
consequences when the priest aposta-
tized.

If the magistrates failed to call the 
clergy back to fidelity, they too would 
eventually fall since by silence they af-
firmed the ecclesiastic apostasy. If both 
spheres of government were compro-
mised, by falling into corruption and 
apostasy, no longer being able to discern 
between good and evil, they no longer 
acted as faithful witnesses and arbiters of 
God’s justice. As a result they could not 
rightly guide or govern the people. That 
is where the people were to interpose 
themselves. Whenever the ordained 
representatives of God fail in their 
covenantally-defined roles, the people 
are called to take responsible action. 
In times of great civil and ecclesiastic 
apostasy, the representative authority of 
the people must be activated.

Again Dr North comments:

God delegates authority to the people 
to serve as His Covenantally sovereign 
agents, meaning those who bring lawful 
sanctions in His name. If the people 
refuse to act as God’s representatives, 
then He acts in His own behalf against 
both the rulers and the people. This 
covenant threat is to serve as their 
motivation for imposing positive and 
negative sanctions against their rulers. 
Even Revolution is lawful, when led by 
faithful lower civil magistrates against 
lawless higher magistrates. This is 
the traditional Calvinistic doctrine of 
interposition.10

This doctrine of interposition is the 
doctrine that moved the Continental 
Congress of the United States to move 
against the tyranny of England’s King 
George III and Parliament in the eigh-
teenth century. George was to be Amer-
ica’s kingly representation. He was to 
protect them and nurture them. When 
he broke that covenant oath, refusing 

to re-establish his sworn relationship 
with America, and establishing Parlia-
ment’s abusive oversight, the colonists 
had no other choice but to declare their 
independence from tyranny and set up 
their own governing societal order. They 
were simply recognizing Leviticus 25:17 
where God commands, “Ye shall not 
therefore oppress one another; but thou 
shalt fear thy God: for I am the Lord 
your God.”

The reason why our twenty-first 
century America is crumbling is because 
the people are so desperately ignorant of 
both Biblical doctrine and world history 
that they cannot identify the root causes 
which are destroying the nation. This is 
mostly due to the indoctrination meth-
ods of the National Education Associa-
tion and the government schools. With 
arrogant impunity the NEA declared, 

“Education … involves the use of 
education as a force for conditioning 
the will of the people.” Education for 
International Understanding in American 
Schools (1948), p. 33 

“Schools will become clinics whose 
purpose is to provide individualized, 
psycho-social treatment for the student, 
and teachers must become psycho-
social therapists.” “Education for the 
‘70s,” Today’s Education, January 1969.

If the last line of defense against 
tyranny lies in the people, and if the 
people fail to embrace their duty to 
stand against such ecclesiastic apostasy 
and government oppression, either 
through ignorance or rebellion, God 
brings judgment. That is precisely where 
we are at this juncture in history. North 
gives this insight:

Again and again in the Old Testa-
ment, God’s capital sanctions fell 
on the people rather than the kings 
and the priests. This indicates that it 
was the people who possessed pri-
mary institutional authority, not their 
representatives. This is why Israel was 

a theocratic republic … In this civil 
covenant, the corporate people possess 
primary responsibility and therefore 
primary authority. In this sense the 
republican ideal is Biblical. Authority 
extends downward from GOD to the 
people and upward from them to their 
representatives. God validates rulers in 
the name of the people.11

This is why voting is so important 
and why voters need to be taught the 
Biblical principles concerning civil rul-
ers. An ignorant and rebellious people 
will validate wicked rulers. North 
continues:

Modern democratic theory (i.e., popu-
lar sovereignty) is a secularization of this 
Biblical Holy covenant idea (i.e., del-
egated sovereignty) in which the people 
exercise judicial authority under God 
… (in conformity to His Law Word).12

Whenever a political order is 
viewed as divine and beyond earthly 
appeal, politics, government, and law 
will become increasingly tyrannical no 
matter which governing structure the 
state adopts. In Puritan America, the 
knowledge of God’s will was paramount 
since the Puritans were concerned with 
the proclamation and application of 
the whole counsel of God, and for the 
subjection of the whole of human life to 
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. According 
to C. Gregg Singer:

At the heart of [Puritan] political, social 
and economic philosophy lay a theol-
ogy—Calvinism. Puritanism was thus a 
theological interpretation of life, and in 
Calvinism, the Puritans found the guide 
for their economic, social and political 
conduct.13

This is what Moses was striving to 
accomplish by bringing Israel out of her 
bondage from Egypt. And this is what 
he wanted for the new generation which 
would enter into the land of promise. 
The Puritans of Colonial America 
sought for a cooperation between the 
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realms of church and state to advance 
God’s ultimate goal of righteousness in 
the societal order. They were seeking to 
establish a Christian culture. They were 
seeking to establish Christendom. It was 
their sacred and sworn duty to establish 
this type of God-fearing culture. 

Like Moses and like the Puritans, 
we, the people of God, also need a sac-
rificial zeal for the advancement of the 
Kingdom. We too need to make this our 
sacred and sworn duty if we are to see 
any reformation God-ward in our time.

The Tactics
What is needed is a comprehensive 

plan to first educate so as to reintroduce, 
reaffirm, and reinforce Biblical truths 
to the masses. Then, at the same time, 
there needs to be a systematic plan of 
implementation of God’s law and the 
principles of His Word to all spheres of 
life by training the people of God for 
action. The Body of Christ needs to be 
recalibrated for action.

Singer again observes,

The Puritans of New England went 
there for the express purpose of setting 
up a commonwealth which would 
give full expression to that world and 
life view inherent in their Calvinistic 
theology. This was to be reflected not 
only in their political activity, but in the 
economic and social life as well.14

In light of the great ecclesiastic apos-
tasy, another very important tactic is the 
establishment of faithful churches, by 
educating, training, and calling a faith-
ful clergy who are not afraid to both 
speak God’s truth and implement God’s 
law. This may mean abandoning apos-
tate churches and starting new churches 
that are ready to reconstruct both the 
church and the culture along Biblical 
lines. In addition to a targeted Biblical 
plan for achieving the advancement of 
His Kingdom we need God’s grace to 
provide diligence, devotion, consistency, 
and tenacity in the execution of these 

plans. The Scriptures must once again 
take their rightful place in furnishing a 
framework for Biblical Reform and Re-
construction. The dictates of God’s law 
must be applied to the whole of life.

Rev. Paul Michael Raymond is the pastor of 
the Reformed Bible Church in Appomattox, 
VA, and founder of the Institute for 
Theonomic Reformation (www.hisglory.us).
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In this book, Rushdoony 
elucidates the Christian’s 

calling to charity and its 
implications for godly 
dominion. In an age when 
Christian action is viewed 
in political terms, a return 
to Christian works of 
compassion and godly service 
will help usher in a return of 
the reign of God as no piece 
of legislation ever could.

Hardback, 232 pages, 
$23.00

It is in His 
service that we 

understand 
our calling 
to charity
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The response to 
God’s gift of 

salvation should be an 
overwhelming desire to 
please God in obedience 
to His commandments. 

If this is not present, it is safe to assume 
that one has not been visited by the 
Holy Spirit, even though a person may 
be influenced by the Christian culture 
around him. But for those who have 
the Holy Spirit, there exists a drive to 
establish oneself truly on the path that 
leads to life. 

Educating oneself and one’s children 
in the ways of the Lord must be a pri-
mary concern for those who are called 
by God into His Kingdom service. Not 
only must they acquire a godly perspec-
tive and worldview by adhering to the 
Scripture, they must also unearth the 
lies, myths, and deceptions attendant to 
their past humanistic education. This 
can be a daunting task, but one that, if 
not undertaken, leads to the impotency 
of a shallow faith and inconsequential 
cultural transformation efforts.

So, how does one present oneself 
approved to God when the task at hand 
takes so much time and seems too diffi-
cult to attain? Since our sanctification is 
progressive, we need to develop a godly 
patience in the pursuit.

Rushdoony describes it this way:

Very simply stated, what this means is 
that, where we have a confident expec-
tation of something, that hope or con-
fidence gives us the patience to wait for 

Present Yourself Approved
by Andrea Schwartz

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

it. Thus, even as patience is associated 
with hope, so by implication the loss of 
hope means impatience. When we have 
no hope, both waiting and tribulations 
become meaningless to us, and we can-
not then patiently endure them …

Biblical patience is inseparable from 
hope; it means a waiting with con-
fidence, that the future holds great 
reward and an assured fulfillment.1

Any steps taken to become versed in 
the law of God without a prior convic-
tion of victory are likely to have meager 
results at best, or end up in failure at 
worst. That is why the foundation of all 
preparation to learn, live, and teach the 
commandments of God must include 
the expectation that the endeavor will 
be successful. Obedience and victory are 
two sides of the same coin. 

Here is the patience of the saints: 
here are they that keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith 
of Jesus. (Rev. 14:12)

Rushdoony continues,

This patience means that they believe 
God’s law and rest assured that its 
judgment will fully overwhelm all 
evil-doers. Patience thus has, first, 
a confidence that this world, being 
totally God’s creation, will see God’s 
victory and the vindication of His 
people. Second, patience means also 
the certainty that God’s total judgment 
will be meted out to all offenders, who 
“shall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God.”2 (Rev. 14:10).

To divert one’s attention away from 

the task of discipling the nations, be-
cause of fearful concerns over the plans 
of statist politicians or oppressive school 
boards, implies doubt in the accuracy 
and veracity of God’s Word. When the 
people of God are on task in Kingdom 
service, the gates of hell shudder in their 
imminent defeat, not the other way 
around.

Acquiring Knowledge
Once the certainty of victory is 

presupposed, the task at hand is to learn 
God’s perspective on everything. This 
means evaluating all books and materi-
als studied with the template of God’s 
Word over them all. True knowledge is 
not a collection of un-interpreted facts, 
as no such thing exists. True knowledge 
seeks to comprehend the divine pur-
pose in all things. When many claim 
that the Bible is not sufficient to learn 
about technology or physics, etc. (e.g., 
“The Bible isn’t a text book!”),3 we must 
whole-heartedly disagree. For there can 
be no true understanding of any realm if 
we deny God His preeminence. 

Rushdoony again, 

The unbeliever seeks … “knowledge in 
the abstract” … Abstract knowledge is 
the attempt to interpret all things with-
out reference to God. God is abstracted 
from reality, and things are interpreted, 
not in terms of God, but in terms of 
themselves …

Nothing has any residue of being or 
meaning which can be abstracted from 
God and His creative purpose. Every 
atom of every particular thing is a 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth. (2 Tim. 2:15, ESV)
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creation of God, and it is only truly 
knowable in terms of Him. To attempt 
the interpretation of anything without 
God is to attempt the impossible.4

Does this mean that only books and 
materials from Christian publishers are 
reliable tools to learn about the past and 
present world around us? Ideally, the 
answer would be “yes,” but a close look 
throughout the landscape tells us we 
aren’t there yet when it comes to excellent 
offerings in all areas.5 The foundational 
understanding needs to be in conformity 
to God’s Word, not at odds with it. Thus, 
knowing and being able to apply the 
Biblical worldview to one’s study of biol-
ogy or chemistry or physics or nutrition 
or medicine or law, is the only sure-fire 
way to come to correct conclusions. We 
can learn from secular sources providing 
we use the standard of God’s law-word to 
separate fact from fiction.

Research—A Key Tool
Once a person has a good founda-

tional understanding of the law of God 
and knows how to reference it when 
the need arises to gain knowledge in a 
particular area, developing the ability 
to research additional sources is a vital 
skill. Research involves more than just 
learning, it is the application of wisdom, 
understanding, discretion, and discern-
ment to the subject being pursued.

Webster defines the word “research” 
as both a noun and a verb:

RESEARCH, n. Diligent inquiry or 
examination in seeking facts or prin-
ciples; laborious or continued search 
after truth.

RESEARCH, v.t.

1. To search or examine with continued 
care; to seek diligently for the truth.

2. To search again; to examine anew.

When one assumes the role of 
researcher, the earlier concept of patience 
needs to be in the forefront, for brick-

and-mortar libraries or internet searches 
can result in many contradictory points 
of view. An honest pursuit of knowledge 
that is consistent with Scripture will 
deliver reliable answers (victory) and 
allow you to plot a course of action (do-
minion). It should be noted, this is an 
activity that might take weeks, months, 
years, or even a lifetime to fully achieve.

Seeking the counsel of Biblically 
sound Christian experts in the field be-
ing investigated is a must, since you will 
need someone to help you understand 
underlying concepts you are unfamiliar 
with.6 It is vital that in the pursuit of 
your research, there should be no expec-
tation of good outcomes if you are not 
constantly evaluating the information 
you receive up against the Biblical stan-
dards. In other words, this is thoroughly 
tied in to one’s spiritual condition and 
right-standing as one whose primary 
concern in life is to “fear God and keep 
His commandments.” 

9. Besides being wise, the Preacher 
also taught the people knowledge, 
weighing and studying and arrang-
ing many proverbs with great care.

10. The Preacher sought to find 
words of delight, and uprightly he 
wrote words of truth.

11. The words of the wise are like 
goads, and like nails firmly fixed 
are the collected sayings; they are 
given by one Shepherd. 

12. My son, beware of anything 
beyond these. Of making many 
books there is no end, and much 
study is a weariness of the flesh.

13. The end of the matter; all has 
been heard. Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man. 

14. For God will bring every deed 
into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether good or evil. (Eccle-
siastes 12:9–14, ESV)

Rushdoony sums this up ably when 
he comments,

The restoration of knowledge and 
learning means therefore that we must 
“put on the new man, which is renewed 
in knowledge after the image of him 
that created him” (Col. 3:10). On no 
other basis can there be a renaissance 
of knowledge… [G]odly knowledge or 
wisdom “is a tree of life to them that lay 
hold upon her” (Prov. 3:18).7

Some examples:

Health
Suppose you were trying to avert 

the onset of diabetes, knowing that it 
is a prevalent malady in your family. 
Suppose you had been told that you 
were heading in that direction and 
therefore needed to follow a particular 
diet and lifestyle. How would you 
evaluate the advice given? Would you 
follow it because the person telling you 
these things wore a white coat and had 
a stethoscope around her neck? How 
would you know if her advice was 
genuinely researched and not influenced 
by rewards she would earn if you 
followed her directives?

Obviously, you would have to have 
some understanding of how your body 
works, what causes diabetes, what insu-
lin is, and how your pancreas produces 
it. Some might say, “Well, that’s why I 
go to the doctor. I didn’t go to medical 
school—she did.” But as believers we 
often disagree with what the medical 
profession routinely upholds regarding 
abortion, euthanasia, stem cell research, 
and vaccinations. Unless someone has a 
working knowledge of subjects filtered 
through the lens of Scripture, they are 
doomed to be blown around (Eph. 
4:14) by any humanistic doctrine they 
may be fed.

Extracurricular Instruction 
for Children

When parents desire that their 
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children learn a musical instrument or 
develop proficiency in a particular sport, 
they look for an instructor. Especially if 
the parents are venturing into territory 
unfamiliar to them, there has to be some 
standard by which they make their se-
lection. Certainly finances and location 
will factor into it, but most importantly 
there should be a sense of how any given 
teacher will present the material to be 
learned to the children. 

Once again, the lens or template 
of Scripture needs to be applied. The 
many things to consider and evaluate 
include: character of the instructor, 
expertise, and will parents be allowed 
to sit in on the instruction, etc. None 
of these things will be apparent in an 
ad in the yellow pages or on craigslist. 
Even word-of-mouth is only reliable if 
you are certain that you share the same 
world and life view of those making 
recommendations.

Pursuing Higher Education
When the time comes for young 

people to begin to plot the course for 
their future, many decisions need to be 
made. It is important that decisions are 
informed by Biblical principles, includ-
ing all the implications of the career 
path according to what God is calling 
them to do.8 Once they establish a sense 
of what they wish to focus on, research 
needs to be done to make wise choices 
in school selection, day or online classes, 
full or part time, etc. 

Parents should partner with their 
children in this endeavor because the 
ramifications of the decision made will 
affect the entire family. Seeking out 
those who have gone to a particular 
school, and asking them what things 
they would do differently, can help in 
preventing wasted classes or, worse yet, 
antagonistic professors. Being able to 
differentiate your own situation from 
theirs allows you to accept or reject 
ideas in a positive way. For this reason, 

parents need to be years ahead of when 
decisions will need to be made so that 
the student is not forced into negative 
situations.

Presenting Oneself Approved

Not all things are known in factual 
detail by the believer, but he has the 
principle and the sight by which all 
things are seen or perceived. His ability 
to see or know is there; for those who 
attempt to know on the tempter’s terms 
(Gen. 3:5), there is only blindness.9

As we rightly handle the word of 
truth over all aspects of our lives, and 
teach others to do so, we are merely 
giving back to God an increase from the 
talents He gave to us (Matt. 25:14–30). 
When we search out matters to un-
derstand the context of and calling for 
our Kingdom service, we can present 
ourselves approved unto the Lord, not 
ashamed of our efforts or results. 

Andrea Schwartz is the Chalcedon 
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establish Kingdom-driven families. 
They are to build a home for God - a 
house that is dedicated to the service 
of the King and His Kingdom.
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And so we come to 
the final book of 

the trilogy.
This is not to say 

the story ends here: 
far from it. Treskillard 

will take up the tale in his next produc-
tion, The Pendragon Spiral. At least 
that’s what it says at the end of Merlin’s 
Nightmare.

I have been frustrated by these 
books. So much fine and vivid writ-
ing, so much attention to detail, thanks 
to thorough research; so many keen 
insights, one of them even profound 
and edifying—and all of it marred by 
irritating and easily-corrected flaws.

Zondervan is marketing these books 
for teens. Well, there is a crying need for 
good, sound, Christian-oriented books 
in the Young Adults fiction market—es-
pecially in fantasy, which is a major por-
tion of that market. Robert Treskillard 
surely has the artistic ability to create 
such books, if only he would amend the 
flaws.

We Americans consume a pro-
digious amount of fiction in many 
forms—books, comics, television, 
movies, etc. Much of it is a wasteland. 
Worse, much of it is morally toxic—
ultra-violent video games, and count-
less Young Adult novels that vigorously 
glamorize and promote crime, atheism, 
and sexual aberration. Only a simple-
ton would claim that a steady diet of 
this trash can have no ill effects on the 
minds of young readers.

That’s why it’s so important for a 

Merlin’s Nightmare by Robert Treskillard
(Book Three of The Merlin Spiral; Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan: 2014)

Reviewed by Lee Duigon

B o o k  R e v i e w

writer like Treskillard to live up to his 
potential.

The Setting
The Merlin Spiral tells how Mer-

lin, by God’s grace, overcomes his own 
problems and becomes the protector 
and teacher of the child who will grow 
up to be King Arthur. The books are set 
in a convincing re-creation of Britain as 
it was circa A.D. 500.

Merlin’s Nightmare concludes with 
the coronation of Arthur as the high 
king of the Britons. It’s not going to 
be an easy row to hoe. With the de-
parture of the Romans, Britain has 
been plunged into social, political, and 
religious chaos. Pagan Saxons, in vast 
numbers, have invaded from across the 
sea and pagan, savage Picts are invad-
ing from the north. The chances of the 
native Britons surviving as a Christian 
nation seem almost nil.

The actual history of this era has 
been poorly preserved. There’s re-
ally only one thing we can say for 
sure: someone, possibly King Arthur, 
achieved the seemingly impossible. In 
a mere hundred years or so, the Saxons 
and the Picts were converted to Chris-
tianity, and the hard-pressed Britons 
were able to survive in Wales, Cornwall, 
Brittany, and the north.

Those achievements are a worthy 
subject for an epic. That’s why the story 
of King Arthur—and Merlin—has been 
told for 1,500 years, in more versions, 
more languages, than one can easily 
count.

Some of these retellings, like T.H. 

White’s The Once and Future King, are 
fantasies. Treskillard’s version is a fantasy 
set in the real world—at least, a world 
which the author takes great pains to 
make seem real.

But he has created a problem for his 
readers.

An Army of … What?
Merlin’s Nightmare is a fantasy be-

cause, in addition to the well-nigh insur-
mountable problems already confront-
ing Merlin and Arthur, Treskillard has 
them up against powerful black magic, 
satanic in its origin, wielded by Merlin’s 
devil-worshiping sister, Morganna (bet-
ter known to Arthurian buffs as Arthur’s 
half-sister, Morgan le Fay). Among other 
deadly feats of sorcery, Morganna raises 
up a whole army of werewolves to fight 
against her brother and the king.

In the real world, there can be no 
such thing as mobs of werewolves. The 
whole business smacks of a video game 
(“Here come the zombies!”), and is ter-
ribly hard to take. The Saxons and the 
Picts are more than adequately menac-
ing without werewolves being thrown 
in. And so the credibility of the story 
begins to break down.

You might even get away with one 
werewolf. But not a whole army of 
them.

But more than the issue of credibil-
ity, how much power, and what kind of 
power, does a Christian storyteller want 
to ascribe to Satan? In our own experi-
ence, and in the Bible, Satan doesn’t 
indulge in pyrotechnics. He gets more 
than enough mileage out of temptation. 
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Man’s own inborn sin is ample ammuni-
tion for the Devil. Pride, covetousness, 
idolatry, lust, and all the other sins do 
vastly more harm than any legion of 
werewolves. And if Satan really did 
have the power to shatter God’s laws of 
nature, wouldn’t he have used it by now? 
Wouldn’t we see examples of it in the 
Bible?

YA fantasy fiction is already awash 
with “magic.” In too many of these 
books, teens acquire all sorts of magical 
super-powers and become superior to 
adults. This is not wholesome.

In our culture, teenagers feel pres-
sure to leave childhood behind and 
become like adults—but only in a 
limited way. They crave what they see as 
adults’ autonomy: no one will boss them 
around anymore, no more homework, 
no more being told what they can or 
cannot do. They seldom understand 
that adults’ autonomy is hedged all 
around by innumerable responsibili-
ties. The adult can’t just do anything he 
wants. He has bills to pay, a family to 
raise, laws he must obey, and so on—it’s 
not as easy as it looks.

So teens, largely due to the imma-
turity fostered in them by our popular 
culture and our public schools, are 
already prone to magical thinking. The 
“magic” that they read about only rein-
forces that. The illusion of power and 
autonomy, without responsibility and 
necessity, is seductive.

In my own Bell Mountain fantasy 
novels, I have ruled out “magic” alto-
gether. I set my stories in an imaginary 
world which I have tried to make 
“realistic” by conforming it to the laws 
of nature, to history, and to the Bible. 
Whatever “magic” the characters have to 
deal with is either a hoax or something 
real that they’ve misunderstood.

I don’t say Treskillard ought to go 
this route: only that he’s gone way too 
far in an opposite direction. He ought 

to reconsider, deeply, the emphasis he’s 
placed on magic.

Too Much of a Bad Thing
Then there’s the violence: still too 

much of it, still too graphic, just as in 
the first two books. Again, don’t we 
already have more than enough may-
hem in the rest of our “entertainment”? 
It seems to be guided by the maxim, 
“When in doubt, shed blood.”

Merlin himself is the chief punch-
ing bag in Treskillard’s tales. After three 
novels, Merlin still hasn’t done anything 
that would account for his still being fa-
mous after fifteen hundred years. Mostly 
he absorbs physical punishment. True, 
the “historical approach” to Arthur’s 
saga usually seems to minimize both 
the characters and the events in which 
they played a role. These are a very far 
cry from the old Welsh stories in The 
Mabinogion, the medieval romances 
of Chretien de Troyes, or the twelfth-
century pseudo history of Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, in which Arthur conquers 
most of Europe.

But here I kept waiting—and 
waiting—to see a bigger Merlin. Not a 
sorcerer, because Treskillard’s Merlin is 
a firm follower of Jesus Christ: but at 
least a man renowned for his wisdom 
and resourcefulness. Maybe this Merlin 
will attain to greatness in the coming 
“Pendragon” books. For the time being, 
at least he’s morally upright, faithful, 
and if nothing else, persevering.

More Dopey Dialogue
Finally, Mr. Treskillard must do 

something about his dialogue. At least 
stop peppering it with modern Ameri-
canisms like—I kid you not—“Ya got a 
problem with that?” Particularly galling 
in this book was his habit of writing 
Merlin’s little daughter’s lisp, as in, 
“Thith ith my daddyth friend.” Really, 
it would have been sufficient just to say 
the child lisps. 

I won’t even try to describe what we 
get when Treskillard has occasion to let 
Picts speak. Not even Picts deserve to be 
shown as spouting gibberish.

Why do the editors at Zondervan 
allow this? I wonder if they have an 
image in their minds of young read-
ers who get antsy unless the characters 
they’re reading about sound just like 
their classmates. I wish I had a nickel 
for every time Treskillard writes “ya” 
for “you,” along with other rhetorical 
monstrosities.

He doesn’t have to write such dia-
logue, and I wish he’d stop doing it.

Even So …
I’ve been hard on Robert Treskillard 

because he’s a good writer and I’m 
pulling for him to produce books that 
people will be reading for many years to 
come. I would hate to see him undone 
by faults which he could easily correct.

What’s so good about these three 
books of The Merlin Spiral?

The research is not only deep and 
thorough, but also up to date. The his-
tory of what we may call King Arthur’s 
Britain is confused and fragmentary. At 
the same time, those who have studied it 
have turned out a vast amount of schol-
arship and speculation. Keeping up with 
it, as Treskillard has, is no small job.

The result of all this research is 
to give the novels a setting that is as 
authentic as humanly possible, and also 
convincing to the reader. Treskillard puts 
you there, in late fifth-century Britain. 
The writer who achieves this is entitled 
to take a bow.

But all the research in the world 
won’t make your story come alive 
unless you have the gift of storytell-
ing. Treskillard has it. Aside from the 
potholes of the dialogue, and that stuff 
about the werewolf army, he takes the 
reader on a fast, exciting ride.

Continued on page 26
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Not all errors and 
heresies are clearly 

labeled as such. Some 
pass as virtues. Titanism 
is one of them. 

The name Titanism 
comes from Greek religion. The Greek 
gods were deified men; for example, 
more than a few cities boasted of their 
association with Zeus before his death, 
when he took his place as a spirit god in 
the upper world. The twelve Titans, six 
males and six females, were the sons and 
daughters of Uranus and Gaea. The Ti-
tans, led by Cronus, deposed their father 
and ruled the universe. The Titans were 
later deposed by Zeus and condemned 
to Tartarus. Some of the descendants 
of the Titans have familiar names: 
Prometheus, Atlas, Hecate, Selene, and 
Helios. Especially with the Romantic 
movement, the Titans and their children 
came to symbolize man’s heroic efforts 
against fate and the gods. Shelley, who 
said he had “a passion for reforming the 
world,” turned to Prometheus as hero. 
His Prometheus Unbound is full of ide-
alistic bombast against the heavens and 
glorifies attempts to storm the heavens 
and defy fate. Titanism thus means 
glorifying as a virtue all attempts to do 
the impossible.

Titanism has many faces in the 
modern world, within the church, in 
humanistic circles, and among revolu-
tionary youth. It is a continuing source 
of “cannon fodder.” 

Our concern is the presence of 
Titanism within the church. Our Lord 
places strict limits on what we are to do. 

Titanism
(Reprinted from Roots of Reconstruction [Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 1991] 328-332)

by R. J. Rushdoony

F r o m  t h e  F o u n d e r

We are very clearly told that “with God 
all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26); we 
are also told that, while faith can move 
mountains (Matt. 21:21), there are 
definite limits to what we are allowed to 
pray for (1 John 5:16). We are forbid-
den to receive church leaders who teach 
false doctrine, for to do so makes us par-
takers of their evil deeds (2 John 9–11). 
We are commanded to avoid all who 
“cause divisions, and offenses contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned” 
(Rom. 16:17).

But this is not all. Our Lord forbids 
us to waste our time on those who will 
not hear, and on places where no results 
are forthcoming. We are to shake the 
dust off our feet and move on to a place 
which is more receptive to the gospel 
(Matt. 10:11–15). This does not mean 
that God may not convert that person, 
place, city, or country in His own good 
time, but it does mean that we ourselves 
are forbidden to waste time on futile 
or sterile efforts. We need to remember 
that while God is omnipotent, we are 
not. God, in His work, has no limita-
tion of time; we do. God is able “to raise 
up children unto Abraham” out of the 
stones of the field (Matt. 3:9), but we 
cannot regenerate a single man.

To go against God’s Word in these 
things, as all too many do, is Titanism. 
It may be “baptized” Titanism, but it is 
still sin. There are limits on what man 
may do, and can do, and we had better 
know it.

Some years ago, a very fine mission-
ary worked for many years in a country, 
now communist, without results. A 

brilliant Christian businessman, the 
missionary’s friend, commanded him 
in Christ’s name to come home. To 
labor in vain, he said, is wrong. Christ 
commands us to move on, and he 
cited some of the verses, such as Mat-
thew 10:11–15, that required this. The 
missionary, a man ready to learn, came 
home.

Not all are as apt to hear. Last year, 
a woman told me to give her a list of 
all the public school textbook publish-
ers whose books are humanistic. She 
declared that she “always” succeeded 
in converting anyone she witnessed to. 
Her plan was to visit each publisher, 
convert them to Christ, have Christian 
textbooks, and “solve” the public school 
crisis! This is Titanism; it is also kind of 
a moral insanity, whether in the poet 
Shelley or in this woman. I have had 
people tell me of their mission to save 
homosexuals, and I have heard their 
glowing tales of how many they have 
“saved.” When I ask how many ceased 
being homosexuals, I get another story 
and am accused of legalism!

In other instances, where people of 
incredible evil are involved, I have seen 
like cases of Titanism. People will say, 
of some moral monster, “I am going 
to pray him into heaven.” At the same 
time, their children may be on the road 
to hell, people around them in need, 
and their mother in a rest home, but 
these people want no simple everyday 
responsibilities, only titanic causes. They 
assume that, because they have as-
sumed so great a prayer burden, this fact 
somehow makes them great also! They 
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are ready to indulge in pious gush about 
how heroic their prayer life is, but they 
are failures in routine responsibilities.

There is no modesty about Titan-
ism. As one woman once told me, “The 
Lord and I have such a sweet fellowship, 
and together we have seen such miracles 
take place.” Her speech was always sug-
ar-coated, and never humble. Because of 
her supposedly “intimate” walk with the 
Lord, this Titaness had felt it her duty 
to rebuke “sweetly” a whole succession 
of pastors. (One thing which Titanism 
is never converted to is common sense! 
Whether in the church or out of it, 
Titanism feels that it has a special calling 
to defy common sense.)

In this life, the Christian is still not 
fully sanctified. He shows the habits 
and failings of the old Adam, however 
great his growth in grace. Many years 
ago, I was told of an elderly priest who 
remarked to his congregation one Sun-
day that, in his many years of hearing 
confession, he had never heard anyone 
confess to being stingy, whereas experi-
ence had taught him that this was a 
failing common to almost all of them!

His point was well taken. No doubt, 
all the stingy people in his parish and 
others could describe their stinginess as 
prudence, providential money man-
agement, and so on, in any number 
of flattering ways. Likewise, the ex-
travagant ones who waste their money 
have “good” reason for everything they 
do. Every man marshals more “good” 
reasons for his sins than he does for his 
virtues!

Titanism among humanists calls 
itself a passion for justice, social reform, 
peace, and so on. Sin loves to cover itself 
with noble causes. Basic to Titanism, 
however, is the desire to play god, to 
be the determiner of things and to take 
the government out of God’s hands 
(Gen. 3:5). The Greeks called it hubris, 
pride; they both feared it and idealized 

it; when successful, it made one a god, 
when a failure, as with the Titans, it was 
still heroic.

Christians very early saw it as a 
deadly sin. Whenever and wherever it 
occurred, they saw it as an evil and as 
a deadly, corrupting force. With the 
Romantic movement, Titanism became 
romantic, heroic, and the indication of 
superiority. Thus, Lord Byron’s Manfred 
rejected both Christian counsel and 
patience, declaring:

Patience and Patience! Hence—that 
word was made

For brutes of burden, not for birds of 
prey:

Preach it to mortals of a dust like 
thine—

I am not of thine order.

Manfred saw himself as semi-divine 
and above all moral order, as a bird of 
prey. He despised “the herd” of com-
mon men and saw himself as a lion, 
or the head of wolves. Facing death, 
Manfred denied punishment in any 
future life, for that would be a crime, to 
punish crime by crime! Byron, Shelley, 
and the other humanistic practitioners 
of Titanism had a knack for being los-
ers, victims, and injured. Their failures 
proved to them that they were so far 
above the common herd of humanity 
that few could appreciate their greatness.

Romantic Titanism has since then 
been endemic in Western civilization, 
most of all among the intellectuals, 
college students, and liberal politicians. 
It is a fine recipe for losers, because of 
the very fact that defeat and frustration 
are seen as “proof” that one is a Titan, a 
visionary whose greatness and cause go 
unappreciated. For Byron, Lucifer and 
Cain were heroes, and his Cain declares, 
“Cursed be He that invented life that 
leads to death!” For life to be good for 
humanistic Titanism, it must be on the 
Titan’s terms, not God’s. 

In philosophy, of course, Titanism 
has held full sway. Nietzsche, with his 
vision of life beyond good and evil by 
supermen, was most vocal about it, but 
it has been no less prevalent in men like 
Bertrand Russell, Wittgenstein, and oth-
ers. It has been implicit in philosophy 
since Descartes and his starting point, 
“I think, therefore I am.” In the United 
States, the Transcendentalist-Unitarian 
pastor, Theodore Parker, drew a logical 
conclusion: “I am, therefore God is.” 
A modestly phrased but strong Titan-
ism was popularized by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson.

All of this had its influence in 
theological circles also, and evangelicals 
absorbed elements of Titanism. Instead 
of exalting God’s sovereign grace in 
salvation, many began to exalt man’s 
sovereign choice. The order of determi-
nation in the universe was reversed, and 
man was given priority in the order of 
salvation.

The effect on prayer was dramatic. 
Recently, I heard one evangelical pastor 
describe much current praying as “giving 
God His instructions for the day.” Such 
praying is blasphemy. Prayer is access to 
the throne of grace, the government cen-
ter of all creation. The ancient Persians 
understood the meaning of sovereignty, 
although they wrongly ascribed it to hu-
man monarchs. Prayers to the sovereign 
could have penalties. As Esther said to 
Mordecai, “All the king’s servants, and 
the people of the king’s provinces, do 
know, that whosoever, whether man or 
woman, shall come unto the king into 
the inner court, who is not called, there 
is one law of his to put him to death, 
except such as to whom the king shall 
hold out the golden scepter, that he may 
live” (Esther 4:11, emphasis added). 
As Christians, we are called into the 
King’s presence, but our requests must 
be in His name and according to His 
law-word. We are forbidden to make a 
show of prayer, or to use vain repetitions 



26      Faith for All of Life  |  November/December 2014 www.chalcedon.edu

Faith for All of Life

subject to moral challenge.
The secret they’re hiding is an ugly 

one. Pray for courageous men to release 
us from its shackles.

1. Herbert Uzochukwu is the co-founder of 
a non-profit organization to help widows 
and orphans, New Hope Ministries. Their 
website is http://www.globalnewhope.org

2. http://thechart.blogs.cnn.
com/2010/10/12/fda-oks-drug-to-fight-
opiate-addiction/

3. His landmark clinical results from 
between 2006 to 2010 were presented at 
the American Association of Treatment of 
Opioid Dependence Conference held in 
Chicago October 23-27, 2010. The sum-
mary results can be viewed here: http://
www.punyamurtulakishorepresents.org/
uploads/3/0/3/2/3032214/vivitrol_aatod_
poster.pdf

4. http://t.capecodonline.com/apps/
pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20140622/
NEWS11/140629912/

5. Law enforcement officials like Butler 
County’s Sheriff Richard Jones actually 
have other agendas in respect to drug abuse 
treatment: they’re more interested in reduc-
ing crime than facilitating recovery from 
addiction, which is why they favor the use 
of methadone. See http://thechart.blogs.
cnn.com/2010/10/12/fda-oks-drug-to-fight-
opiate-addiction/

6. http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/
hamilton/news/methadone-suppresses-
testosterone-in-men-mcmaster-research-sug-
gests-1.2746301

7. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pubmed/6459917

He also has artistic courage. Any 
writer enterprising enough to tackle the 
story of Merlin and King Arthur will 
have holes to fill and plenty of them. 
He must then decide, over and over 
again, whether to fill them with mate-
rial handed down by tradition, or with 
his own imagination, informed by his 
research. The latter is the bolder choice, 
and Treskillard makes it: his imagination 
is equal to the challenge.

That’s why I’ve been so hard on 
him. He has the potential to write books 
that people will remember and want to 
come back to.

More importantly, his books are in-
vested with a solidly Christian outlook, 
and the world needs more books like 
that. His treatment of the Holy Grail, 
for instance, as seen in Book Two, Mer-
lin’s Shadow, is superb, taking the Grail 
out of the realm of magical, quasi-pagan 
items and relocating it in the realm of 
faith: and it also speaks to the absolute 
sovereignty of God.

Americans need to read about such 
things. We need to think about them.

I look forward to Treskillard’s next 
trilogy, The Pendragon Spiral.

Lee Duigon is a Christian free-lance writer 
and contributing editor for Faith for All 
of Life. He has been a newspaper editor 
and reporter and is the author of the Bell 
Mountain series of novels.

(Matt. 6:2–7), and we are also forbid-
den to waste our lives and time in vain 
or futile work (Matt. 10:14). We are not 
our own; we have been “bought with 
a price” (1 Cor. 6:20), Christ’s atoning 
death, and hence we cannot waste our 
lives and time in a parade of “heroic” ef-
fort that results in little or nothing. Our 
calling is not to Titanism but to service. 
(June, 1986)

Selbrede … Why Did They? cont. from page 8

Schwartz … Present cont. from page 21

8. http://usf.usfca.edu/fac_staff/dever/neu-
robiologyofsex2.pdf
9. http://www.thelancet.com/journals/
lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(72)91278-0/
abstract
10. http://www.inflexxion.com/uploaded-
Files/Publications/Publications/Katz_2005_
painmgt.pdf
11. Charles Alexander Bruce, “Report on 
the Manufacture of Tea and on the extent 
and produce of the tea plantations in As-
sam,” Calcutta, 1839, quoted by Katz in 
previous endnote.
12. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pubmed/7057390
13. See table 2 on page 3 in the reference 
provided in endnote 10.
14. http://www.thefix.com/content/gay-
people-LGBT-addiction9805

understand theonomy and reconstruc-
tion and desire to share their knowledge in 
particular areas.
6. I have made use of our family chiroprac-
tor who is an avid student of health, nutri-
tion, exercise, and rehabilitation as my tutor 
to understand and evaluate various sources 
of information. I will often schedule a visit 
for that specific purpose, knowing that it is 
as important to see him when I am well (so 
I can stay well), as when I am feeling ill.
7. Rushdoony, Revolt Against Maturity, 29.
8. When I taught writing to my own 
children as well as those who were in co-op 
classes or privately tutored by me, I always 
assigned early on an essay entitled “What is 
God Calling Me to Do,” requiring that they 
explained based on their talents and inclina-
tions an area they thought they might wish 
to pursue. A major focus was finding out the 
necessary prerequisites along with interview-
ing someone who was already working in 
that capacity. This is a needed step before 
one can actually research the best way to 
pursue higher education. 
9. Rushdoony, Revolt Against Maturity, 29.

Duigon … Merlin’s cont. from page 23
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Biblical Law

The Institute of Biblical Law (In three volumes, by R. J. Rushdoony) Volume I
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection is to 
claim dominion on man’s terms. The general principles (commandments) 
of the law are discussed as well as their specific applications (case law) in 
Scripture. Many consider this to be the author’s most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $50.00

Or, buy Vol’s 1 and 2 and receive Vol. 3 FREE!
All 3 for only $77.00 (A huge savings off the $110.00 

retail price)

Volume II, Law and Society
The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and community, the 
sociology of the Sabbath, the family and inheritance, and much more are 
covered in the second volume. Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume III, The Intent of the Law
After summarizing the case laws, the author illustrates how the law is for our 
good, and makes clear the difference between the sacrificial laws and those 
that apply today.

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00

The Institutes of Biblical Law Vol. 1 (La Institución de la Ley Bíblica, Tomo 1)
Spanish version. Great for reaching the Spanish-speaking community.

Hardback, 912 pages, indices, $40.00

Ten Commandments for Today (DVD)
This 12-part DVD collection contains an in-depth 
interview with the late Dr. R. J. Rushdoony on the 
application of God’s law to our modern world. Each 
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony 
challenges the humanistic remedies that have obviously 
failed. Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in 

the Bible, can the standard for righteous living be found. Rushdoony silences 
the critics of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as 
the consequences of disobedience to God’s Word. Includes 12 segments: an 
introduction, one segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

2 DVDs, $30.00

Law and Liberty
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas of life 
from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life must be brought 
under the dominion of Christ and the government of God’s 
Word.

Paperback, 212 pages, $9.00

In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law over the 
life of man and society.

Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

Faith and Obedience: An Introduction to Biblical Law
R. J. Rushdoony reveals that to be born again means that 
where you were once governed by your own word and 
spirit, you are now totally governed by God’s Word and 
Spirit. This is because every word of God is a binding 
word. Our money, our calling, our family, our sexuality, 
our political life, our economics, our sciences, our art, 
and all things else must be subject to God’s Word and 

requirements. Taken from the introduction in The Institutes of Biblical Law 
(foreword by Mark Rushdoony). Great for sharing with others.

Paperback, 31 pages, index, $3.00
*Buy Pack of 50 “Faith and Obedience” for only $45.00 (Retails $150.00)

Education

The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian School represents 
a break with humanistic education, but, too often, the 
Christian educator carries the state’s humanism with him. 
A curriculum is not neutral: it’s either a course in 
humanism or training in a God-centered faith and life.

Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

The Harsh Truth about Public Schools
By Bruce Shortt. This book combines a sound Biblical 
basis, rigorous research, straightforward, easily read 
language, and eminently sound reasoning. It is a 
thoroughly documented description of the inescapably 
anti-Christian thrust of any governmental school system 
and the inevitable results: moral relativism (no fixed 
standards), academic dumbing down, far-left programs, 

near absence of discipline, and the persistent but pitiable rationalizations 
offered by government education professionals.

Paperback, 464 pages, $22.00

Intellectual Schizophrenia
By R. J. Rushdoony. Dr. Rushdoony predicted that the 
humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of 
the Enlightenment, could only get worse. He knew that 
education divorced from God and from all transcendental 
standards would produce the educational disaster and 
moral barbarism we have today.

Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

The Messianic Character of American Education
By R. J. Rushdoony. From Mann to the present, the state 
has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic 
purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education 
in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, it is to promote 
“democracy” and “equality,” not in their legal or civic sense, 
but in terms of the engineering of a socialized citizenry. Such 
men saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This 

book was instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool 
movements.

Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00
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Mathematics: Is God Silent?
By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the prevailing 
understanding and teaching of math. It will serve as a 
solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that 
mathematics is one subject which cannot be taught from a 
distinctively Biblical perspective.

Revised and enlarged 2001 edition, Paperback, 408 pages, $24.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship 
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing the 
implications and meaning of the philosophy of Dr. 
Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The chapters explore 
the implications of Biblical faith for a variety of disciplines.

Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most effective critic 
of public education shows us how America’s public schools 
were remade by educators who used curriculum to create 
citizens suitable for their own vision of a utopian socialist 
society. This collection of essays will show you how and 
why America’s public education declined.

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00

Revolution via Education
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. Blumenfeld gets to the root of 
our crisis: our spiritual state and the need for an explicitly 
Christian form of education. Blumenfeld leaves nothing 
uncovered. He examines the men, methods, and means to 
the socialist project to transform America into an outright 
tyranny by scientific controllers.

Paperback, 189 pages, index, $20.00

Lessons Learned From Years of Homeschooling
By Andrea Schwartz. After nearly a quarter century of 
homeschooling her children, Andrea experienced both the 
accomplishments and challenges that come with being a 
homeschooling mom. Discover the potential rewards of 
making the world your classroom and God’s Word the 
foundation of everything you teach.

Paperback, 107 pages, index, $14.00

The Homeschool Life: Discovering God’s Way 
to Family-Based Education
By Andrea Schwartz. This book offers sage advice 
concerning key aspects of homeschooling and gives 
practical insights for parents as they seek to provide a 
Christian education for their children.

Paperback, 143 pages, index, $17.00

Teach Me While My Heart Is Tender: Read Aloud Stories of 
Repentance and Forgiveness
Andrea Schwartz compiled three stories drawn from her 
family-life experiences to help parents teach children how 
the faith applies to every area of life. They confront the 
ugly reality of sin, the beauty of godly repentance, and the 
necessity of forgiveness. The stories are meant to be read 
by parents and children together. The interactions and 

discussions that will follow serve to draw families closer together.

Paperback, 61 pages, index, $10.00

Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for Beginning Readers
By Sam Blumenfeld. Provides parents, teachers and tutors 
with a sensible, logical, easy-to-use system for teaching 
reading. The Workbook teaches our alphabetic system 
- with its 26 letters and 44 sounds - in the following 
sequence: First, the alphabet, then the short vowels and 
consonants, the consonant digraphs, followed by the 

consonant blends, and finally the long vowels in their variety of spellings and 
our other vowels. It can also be used as a supplement to any other reading 
program being used in the classroom. Its systematic approach to teaching 
basic phonetic skills makes it particularly valuable to programs that lack such 
instruction.

Spiralbound, 180 pages, $25.00

The Alpha-Phonics Readers accompany the text of Sam 
Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics, providing opportunities 
for students to read at a level that matches their progress 
through the text. These eleven readers move from simple 
sentences to paragraphs to stories, ending with poetry. 
By the time a student completes this simple program, the 
phonetic reflex is well-established. This program has also 
been successfully used with functionally illiterate adults.

This set consists of eleven 12-page readers, totaling 132 pages, $22.00

How to Tutor by Samuel Blumenfeld demystifies primary 
education! You’ll learn that you can teach subjects you 
already know without requiring specialized academic 
training or degrees. Here’s what you’ll discover:

READING: In 117 lessons, teach any student to read 
virtually any word in a comprehensive phonics program
HANDWRITING: In 73 lessons, train any student to 
develop the lost art of cursive handwriting

ARITHMETIC: In 67 lessons, enable any student to master the essential 
calculation skills, from simple addition to long division

Paperback, 271 pages, indices, $24.00

American History & the Constitution

This Independent Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. Important insight into American 
history by one who could trace American development 
in terms of the Christian ideas which gave it direction. 
These essays will greatly alter your understanding of, and 
appreciation for, American history. 

Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

The Nature of the American System
By R. J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965, these 
essays were a continuation of the author’s previous work, 
This Independent Republic, and examine the interpretations 
and concepts which have attempted to remake and rewrite 
America’s past and present.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America
By Archie P. Jones. Early America was founded upon the 
deep, extensive influence of Christianity inherited from 
the medieval period and the Protestant Reformation. That 
priceless heritage was not limited to the narrow confines 
of the personal life of the individual, nor to ecclesiastical 
structure. Christianity positively and predominately (though 
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not perfectly) shaped culture, education, science, literature, legal thought, 
legal education, political thought, law, politics, charity, and missions.

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

Biblical Faith and American History
By R. J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the 
neoplatonic view of religion that dominated the medieval 
church. The Puritans and other groups saw Scripture as 
guidance for every area of life because they viewed its author 
as the infallible Sovereign over every area.

Pamplet, 12 pages, $1.00

The United States: A Christian Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern 
myth that the United States was founded by deists or 
humanists bent on creating a secular republic.

Pamplet, 7 pages, $1.00

The Future of the Conservative Movement
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Future of the Conservative 
Movement explores the history, accomplishments 
and decline of the conservative movement, and 
lays the foundation for a viable substitute to today’s 
compromising, floundering conservatism. 

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

The Late Great GOP and the Coming Realignment
By Colonel V. Doner. For more than three decades, most 
Christian conservatives in the United States have hitched 
their political wagon to the plodding elephant of the 
Republican Party. This work is a call to arms for those 
weary of political vacillation and committed more firmly 
than ever to the necessity of a truly Christian social order.

Booklet, 75 pages, $6.00

American History to 1865 - NOW ON CD!
By R. J. Rushdoony. The most theologically complete 
assessment of early American history available—ideal 
for students. Rushdoony describes not just the facts 
of history, but the leading motives and movements in 
terms of the thinking of the day. Set includes 36 audio 
CDs, teacher’s guide, student’s guide, plus a bonus CD 
featuring PDF copies of each guide for further use.

Disc 1 Motives of Discovery & Exploration I
Disc 2 Motives of Discovery & Exploration II
Disc 3 Mercantilism
Disc 4 Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/ The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
Disc 5 The Fairfax Resolves 9-24
Disc 6 The Declaration of Independence & Articles of Confederation
Disc 7 George Washington: A Biographical Sketch
Disc 8 The U. S. Constitution, I
Disc 9 The U. S. Constitution, II
Disc 10 De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society
Disc 11 Voluntary Associations & the Tithe
Disc 12 Eschatology & History
Disc 13 Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
Disc 14 The Tyranny of the Majority
Disc 15 De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
Disc 16 The Federalist Administrations
Disc 17 The Voluntary Church, I
Disc 18 The Voluntary Church, II
Disc 19 The Jefferson Administration, the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
Disc 20 The Voluntary Church on the Frontier, I
Disc 21 Religious Voluntarism & the Voluntary Church on the Frontier, II

Disc 22 The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Disc 23 Voluntarism & Social Reform
Disc 24 Voluntarism & Politics
Disc 25 Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of Political Voluntarism
Disc 26 Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
Disc 27 The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
Disc 28 De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
Disc 29 De Toqueville on Individualism
Disc 30 Manifest Destiny
Disc 31 The Coming of the Civil War
Disc 32 De Toqueville on the Family/ 
 Aristocratic vs. Individualistic Cultures
Disc 33 De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
Disc 34 The Interpretation of History, I
Disc 35 The Interpretation of History, II
Disc 36 The American Indian (Bonus Disc)
Disc 37 Documents: Teacher/Student Guides, Transcripts

37 discs in album, Set of “American History to 1865”, $140.00

The American Indian: 
A Standing Indictment of Christianity & Statism in America
By R. J. Rushdoony. America’s first experiment with 
socialism practically destroyed the American Indian. 
In 1944 young R. J. Rushdoony arrived at the Duck 
Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada as a missionary to 
the Shoshone and the Paiute Indians. For eight years he 
lived with them, worked with them, ministered to them 

and listened to their stories. He came to know them intimately, both as 
individuals and as a people. This is his story, and theirs.

Paperback, 139 pages, $18.00

World History

A Christian Survey of World History 
Includes 12 audio CDs, full text supporting the 
lectures, review questions, discussion questions, 
and an answer key.

The purpose of a study of history is to shape the 
future. Too much of history teaching centers 
upon events, persons, or ideas as facts but does 
not recognize God’s providential hand in judging 
humanistic man in order to build His Kingdom. 

History is God-ordained and presents the great battle between the Kingdom 
of God and the Kingdom of Man. History is full of purpose—each 
Kingdom has its own goal for the end of history, and those goals are in 
constant conflict. A Christian Survey of World History can be used as a 
stand-alone curriculum, or as a supplement to a study of world history.

Disc 1 Time and History: Why History is Important
Disc 2 Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East
Disc 3 Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
Disc 4 The Roman Republic
Disc 5 The Early Church & Byzantium
Disc 6 Islam & The Frontier Age
Disc 7 New Humanism or Medieval Period
Disc 8 The Reformation
Disc 9 Wars of Religion – So Called & The Thirty Years War
Disc 10 France: Louis XIV through Napoleon
Disc 11 England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria
Disc 12 20th Century: The Intellectual – Scientific Elite

12 CDs, full text, review and discussion questions, $90.00
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The Biblical Philosophy of History
By R. J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who 
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine of 
creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time rests 
on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal decree of 
God. Time and history therefore have meaning because 
they were created in terms of God’s perfect and totally 
comprehensive plan. The humanist faces a meaningless 

world in which he must strive to create and establish meaning.

Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King
By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about one 
of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked against the 
faith from within. This is a major historical work and 
marvelous reading.

Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00

Church History

The “Atheism” of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Early Christians were called 
“heretics” and “atheists” when they denied the gods of 
Rome, and the divinity of the emperor. These Christians 
knew that Jesus Christ, not the state, was their Lord and 
that this faith required a different kind of relationship to 

the state than the state demanded. 

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in the Creeds 
and Councils of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a creed, 
on a concept of life and law, and represents a religion in 
action. The basic faith of a society means growth in terms 
of that faith. The life of a society is its creed; a dying 
creed faces desertion or subversion readily. Because of its 
indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity, 

western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death struggle 
with humanism.

Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

The Relevance of the Reformed Faith (CD Set)
The 2007 Chalcedon Foundation Fall Conference

Disc 1: An Intro to Biblical Law - Mark Rushdoony
Disc 2: The Great Commission - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 3 Cromwell Done Right! - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 4: The Power of Applied Calvinism - Martin Selbrede
Disc 5: The Powerlessness of Pietism - Martin Selbrede
Disc 6: Thy Commandment is Exceedingly Broad - Martin Selbrede
Disc 7: Dualistic Spirituality vs. Obedience - Mark Rushdoony 

7 CDs, $56.00

Philosophy

The Death of Meaning
By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern philosophy has sought 
to explain man and his thought process without 
acknowledging God, His revelation, or man’s sin. 
Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to 

abandon meaning itself, for they possess neither the tools nor the place to 

anchor it. The works of darkness championed by philosophers past and 
present need to be exposed and reproved. In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony 
clearly enunciates each major philosopher’s position and its implications, 
identifies the intellectual and moral consequences of each school of thought, 
and traces the dead-end to which each naturally leads.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux: 
Modern Man and the Problem of Knowledge
By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with 
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the world 
or anything else, so anything which points to God must 
be called into question. This book will lead the reader to 
understand that this problem of knowledge underlies the 
isolation and self-torment of modern man. Can you know 

anything if you reject God and His revelation? This book takes the reader 
into the heart of modern man’s intellectual dilemma.

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought 
Since the Marquis De Sade
By R. J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a series 
of essays on the influential thinkers and ideas in modern 
times such as Marquis De Sade, Shelley, Byron, Marx, 
Whitman, and Nietzsche. Reading this book will help you 
understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of 
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.

Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?
By R. J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the problems 
of Christian philosophy. It focuses on the philosophical 
system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, which in turn is founded 
upon the presuppositions of an infallible revelation in 
the Bible and the necessity of Christian theology for all 
philosophy. This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on 
philosophy.

Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00

Van Til & The Limits of Reason
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian must see faith in God’s 
revelation as opening up understanding, as thinking God’s 
thoughts after Him, and rationalism as a restriction of 
thought to the narrow confines of human understanding. 
Reason is a gift of God, but we must not make more of 
it than it is. The first three essays of this volume were 
published in a small booklet in 1960 as a tribute to the 

thought of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, titled Van Til. The last four essays were 
written some time later and are published here for the first time.

Paperback, 84 pages, index, $10.00

The One and the Many: 
Studies in the Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work discusses the problem 
of understanding unity vs. particularity, oneness vs. 
individuality. “Whether recognized or not, every argument 
and every theological, philosophical, political, or any other 
exposition is based on a presupposition about man, God, 
and society—about reality. This presupposition rules and 

determines the conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such 
basic presupposition is with reference to the one and the many.” The author 
finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.

Paperback, 375 pages, index, $26.00
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The Flight from Humanity: 
A Study of the Effect of Neoplatonism on Christianity
By R. J. Rushdoony. Neoplatonism presents man’s 
dilemma as a metaphysical one, whereas Scripture 
presents it as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on 
this false Neoplatonic idea will always shift the faith from 
the Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take 
refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the 

reality of sins of the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics 
manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the 
church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western civilization.

Paperback, 84 pages, $13.00

Psychology

Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve Schlissel: 
“Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of liberty for all who 
remain oppressed by Christian leaders who wrongfully 
lord it over the souls of God’s righteous ones.… I pray that 
the entire book will not only instruct you in the method 
and content of a Biblical worldview, but actually bring you 
further into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

Those who walk in wisdom’s ways become immune to the politics of guilt 
and pity.”

Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity
By. R. J. Rushdoony. The Biblical doctrine of psychology is 
a branch of theology dealing with man as a fallen creature 
marked by a revolt against maturity. Man was created a 
mature being with a responsibility to dominion and cannot 
be understood from the Freudian child, nor the Darwinian 
standpoint of a long biological history. Man’s history 
is a short one filled with responsibility to God. Man’s 

psychological problems are therefore a resistance to responsibility, i.e. a revolt 
against maturity.

Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

Freud
By R. J. Rushdoony. For years this compact examination 
of Freud has been out of print. And although both Freud 
and Rushdoony have passed on, their ideas are still very 
much in collision. Freud declared war upon guilt and 
sought to eradicate the primary source of Western guilt 
— Christianity.  Rushdoony shows conclusively the error 
of Freud’s thought and the disastrous consequences of his 
influence in society. 

Paperback, 74 pages, $13.00

The Cure of Souls: 
Recovering the Biblical Doctrine of Confession
By R. J. Rushdoony. In The Cure of Souls: Recovering 
the Biblical Doctrine of Confession, R. J. Rushdoony cuts 
through the misuse of Romanism and modern psychology 
to restore the doctrine of confession to a Biblical 
foundation—one that is covenantal and Calvinistic. 
Without a true restoration of Biblical confession, the 

Christian’s walk is impeded by the remains of sin. This volume is an effort in 
reversing this trend.

Hardback, 320 pages with index, $26.00

Science

The Mythology of Science
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book is about the religious 
nature of evolutionary thought, how these religious 
presuppositions underlie our modern intellectual paradigm, 
and how they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions 

and disciplines far removed from the empirical sciences. The “mythology” of 
modern science is its religious devotion to the myth of evolution.

Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and Meaning of Life
By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of major 
importance as a critique of scientific theory, evolution, 
and contemporary nihilism in scientific thought. Dr. 
Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and 
head of the Dooyeweerd Foundation, applies the insights 
of Dooyeweerd’s thinking to the realm of science. Animism 
and humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.

Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A Presuppositional 
Defense of Literal Six-Day Creation, this symposium by 
thirteen authors is a direct frontal assault on all waffling 
views of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework 
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many respectability-
hungry Calvinists, and it throws down the gauntlet to all 
who believe they can maintain a consistent view of Biblical 

infallibility while abandoning literal, six-day creation.

Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

Economics

Making Sense of Your Dollars: A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use 
of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the 
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous straits. 
This book discusses why a business is the best investment, 

as well as the issues of debt avoidance and insurance. Wealth is a tool for 
dominion men to use as faithful stewards.

Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00

Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of Satan and the 
Inflationary State
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published under 
the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees why envy often 
causes the most successful and advanced members of 
society to be deemed criminals. The reader is shown how 
envious man finds any superiority in others intolerable 
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling. The author 
uncovers the larceny in the heart of man and its results.

Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00
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Biblical Studies

Genesis, Volume I of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. In recent years, it has become 
commonplace for both humanists and churchmen to 
sneer at anyone who takes Genesis 1-11 as historical. Yet 
to believe in the myth of evolution is to accept trillions 
of miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous 
generation, the development of something out of nothing, 
and the blind belief in the miraculous powers of chance, 

require tremendous faith. Theology without literal six-day creationism 
becomes alien to the God of Scripture because it turns from the God Who 
acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the word of power, to a belief 
in process as god.

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume II of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Essentially, all of mankind is on 
some sort of an exodus.  However, the path of fallen man 
is vastly different from that of the righteous.  Apart from 
Jesus Christ and His atoning work, the exodus of a fallen 
humanity means only a further descent from sin into 
death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious ascent 
into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom 

of God. Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious provisions 
made for us in the “promised land” of the New Covenant, a thorough 
examination into the historic path of Israel as described in the book of 
Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this volume was written.

Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Exodus - 128 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and 2 CDs together for only $95.00

Leviticus, Volume III of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Much like the book of Proverbs, any 
emphasis upon the practical applications of God’s law is 
readily shunned in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies. 
Books like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and 
irrelevant. But man was created in God’s image and is 
duty-bound to develop the implications of that image by 
obedience to God’s law.  The book of Leviticus contains 

over ninety references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third 
book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of holiness in 
the totality of our lives.

Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Leviticus - 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Numbers, Volume IV of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Lord desires a people who will 
embrace their responsibilities. The history of Israel in 
the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people with hearts 
hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained 
authorities. They were slaves, not an army. They would 
recognize the tyranny of Pharaoh but disregard the servant-
leadership of Moses. God would judge the generation He 

led out of captivity, while training a new generation to conquer Canaan. The 
book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations.

Hardback, index, 428 pages $45.00

Sermons on Numbers - 66 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Deuteronomy, Volume V 
of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
If you desire to understand the core of Rushdoony’s 
thinking, this commentary on Deuteronomy is one volume 
you must read. The covenantal structure of this last 
book of Moses, its detailed listing of both blessings and 
curses, and its strong presentation of godly theocracy 
provided Rushdoony with a solid foundation from which 

to summarize the central tenets of a truly Biblical worldview—one that is 
solidly established upon Biblical Law, and one that is assured to shape the 
future.

Hardback, index, 512 pages $45.00

Sermons on Deuteronomy - 110 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $95.00

Now you can purchase the complete 
set of five hardback volumes of the 

Pentateuch for $150.00 ($75 savings!)

Pentateuch CD Set (4 
Commentary CD Sets)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s four CD 
Commentaries on the Pentateuch (Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) in one set.

$120... That’s 6 total MP3 CDs containing 383 sermons 
for $80 in savings!

Chariots of Prophetic Fire: Studies in Elijah and Elisha
By R. J. Rushdoony. As in the days of Elijah and Elisha, 
it is once again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and 
condemn those who do not. This book will challenge you 
to resist compromise and the temptation of expediency. 
It will help you take a stand by faith for God’s truth in a 
culture of falsehoods.

Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

The Gospel of John
By R. J. Rushdoony. Nothing more clearly reveals the 
gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection. 
They tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power 
of sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the 
number of miracles he reports in order to point to and 
concentrate on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The 
Jesus of history is He who made atonement for us, died, 

and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart from this, nor can 
we know His history in any other light.

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00

Romans and Galatians
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the author’s introduction: 
“I do not disagree with the liberating power of the 
Reformation interpretation, but I believe that it provides 
simply the beginning of our understanding of Romans, 
not its conclusion.... The great problem in the church’s 
interpretation of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical 
orientation, as though God speaks only to the church, 

and commands only the church. The Lord God speaks in and through 
His Word to the whole man, to every man, and to every area of life and 
thought…. This is the purpose of my brief comments on Romans.”

Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00
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Hebrews, James and Jude
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Book of Hebrews is a 
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully and 
faithfully, without compromise. When James, in his 
epistle, says that faith without works is dead, he tells 
us that faith is not a mere matter of words, but it is of 
necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled” 
requires Christian charity and action. Anything short 

of this is a self-delusion. Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic 
commission, “Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us of 
the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the inescapable 
triumph of the Kingdom of God.

Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00

Sermon on the Mount
By R. J. Rushdoony. So much has been written about the 
Sermon on the Mount, but so little of the commentaries 
venture outside of the matters of the heart. The Beatitudes 
are reduced to the assumed meaning of their more popular 
portions, and much of that meaning limits our concerns 
to downplaying wealth, praying in secret, suppressing 
our worries, or simply reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The 

Beatitudes are the Kingdom commission to the new Israel of God, and R. 
J. Rushdoony elucidates this powerful thesis in a readable and engaging 
commentary on the world’s greatest sermon.

Hardback, 150 pages, $20.00
Sermon on the Mount CD Set (12 CDs), $96.00
Sermon on the Mount Book & CD Set (12 CDs), $99.00

Sermons in Obadiah & Jonah
By R. J. Rushdoony. In his study of Obadiah, Rushdoony 
condemns the “spiritual Edomites” of our day who believe 
evildoers have the power to frustrate the progress of the 
Kingdom of God. In Jonah, he demonstrates that we play 
the part of Jonah when we second-guess God, complain 
about the work He gives us, or are peevish when outcomes 
are not to our liking.

Paperback, 84 pages, indices, $9.00

Taking Dominion

Christianity and the State
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book develops the Biblical view 
of the state against the modern state’s humanism and 
its attempts to govern all spheres of life. It reads like a 
collection of essays on the Christian view of the state and 
the return of true Christian government. 

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

Tithing and Dominion
By Edward A. Powell and R. J. Rushdoony. God’s 
Kingdom covers all things in its scope, and its immediate 
ministry includes, according to Scripture, the ministry 
of grace (the church), instruction (the Christian and 
homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and many 
other things. God’s appointed means for financing His 
Kingdom activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms 
that the Biblical requirement of tithing is a continuing 

aspect of God’s law-word and cannot be neglected.

Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

A Comprehensive Faith
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This is the surprise Festschrift 
presented to R. J. Rushdoony at his 80th birthday 
celebration in April, 1996. These essays are in gratitude 
to Rush’s influence and elucidate the importance of his 
theological and philosophical contributions in numerous 
fields. Contributors include Theodore Letis, Brian Abshire, 
Steve Schlissel, Joe Morecraft III, Jean-Marc Berthoud, 

Byron Snapp, Samuel Blumenfeld, Christine and Thomas Schirrmacher, 
Herbert W. Titus, Ellsworth McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Ian Hodge, 
and many more. Also included is a foreword by John Frame and a brief 
biographical sketch of R. J. Rushdoony’s life by Mark Rushdoony.

Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview of Pornographers 
and Their War Against Christian Civilization
By R. J. Rushdoony. In this powerful book Noble Savages 
(formerly The Politics of Pornography) Rushdoony 
demonstrates that in order for modern man to justify his 
perversion he must reject the Biblical doctrine of the fall of 
man. If there is no fall, the Marquis de Sade argued, then 
all that man does is normative. What is the problem? It’s 

the philosophy behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man that 
makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless classic.

Paperback, 161 pages, $18.00

In His Service: The Christian Calling to Charity
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian faith once meant that 
a believer responded to a dark world by actively working 
to bring God’s grace and mercy to others, both by word 
and by deed. However, a modern, self-centered church has 
isolated the faith to a pietism that relinquishes charitable 
responsibility to the state. The end result has been the 
empowering of a humanistic world order. In this book, 

Rushdoony elucidates the Christian’s calling to charity and its implications 
for Godly dominion.

Hardback, 232 pages, $23.00

Roots of Reconstruction
By R. J. Rushdoony. This large volume provides all of 
Rushdoony’s Chalcedon Report articles from the beginning 
in 1965 to mid-1989. These articles were, with his 
books, responsible for the Christian Reconstruction and 
theonomy movements. More topics than could possibly be 
listed. Imagine having 24 years of Rushdoony’s personal 
research for just $20.

Hardback, 1124 pages, $20.00

A House for God: Building a Kingdom-Driven Family
Christian parents are called to establish Kingdom-driven 
families. They are to build a home for God—a house that 
is dedicated to the service of the King and His Kingdom.
To aid in this calling, Christian author and education 
expert, Andrea Schwartz has carefully put together this 
collection of essays entitled A House for God: Building a 
Kingdom-Driven Family.

Both your personal life and your family life will be challenged and 
transformed through the pages of this easy-to-read, insightful book on 
building a Kingdom-driven family.

Paperback, 120 pages, $14.00
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Salvation and Godly Rule
By R. J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes in its 
meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting the meaning 
of salvation, men have limited the power of God and the 
meaning of the Gospel. In this study R. J. Rushdoony 
demonstrates the expanse of the doctrine of salvation as it 
relates to the rule of the God and His people.

Paperback, 661 pages, indices, $35.00

A Conquering Faith: Doctrinal Foundations for Christian 
Reformation
By William Einwechter. This monograph takes on 
the doctrinal defection of today’s church by providing 
Christians with an introductory treatment of six vital 
areas of Christian doctrine: God’s sovereignty, Christ’s 
Lordship, God’s law, the authority of Scripture, the 
dominion mandate, and the victory of Christ in history.

Paperback, 44 pages, $8.00

A Word in Season: Daily Messages on the Faith for All of Life (5 Volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. These daily messages on the faith for all of life are 
unlike any compilation of Christian “devotional” ever published. In these 
pages, you won’t find the overly introspective musings of a Christian pietist; 
what you’ll discover are the hard-hitting convictions of a man whose sole 
commitment was faithfulness to God’s law-word and representing that 
binding Word to his readers.

Get all 5 volumes as a set for only $50.00  $42.00!
Vol. 1, Paperback, 152 pages, $12.00 • Vol. 2, Paperback, 144 pages, $12.00 
Vol. 3, Paperback, 134 pages, $12.00 • Vol. 4, Paperback, 146 pages, $12.00 
Vol. 5, Paperback, 176 pages, $12.00

Theology

Systematic Theology (in two volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs in the 
pulpit, the school, the workplace, the family 
and everywhere. Society as a whole is weakened 
when theology is neglected. Without a systematic 
application of theology, too often people approach 
the Bible with a smorgasbord mentality, picking 

and choosing that which pleases them. This two-volume set addresses this 
subject in order to assist in the application of the Word of God to every area 
of life and thought.

Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00

The Necessity for Systematic Theology
By R. J. Rushdoony.  Scripture gives us as its underlying 
unity a unified doctrine of God and His order. Theology 
must be systematic to be true to the God of Scripture. 
Booklet now part of the author’s Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 74 pages, $2.00

Infallibility and Interpretation
By R. J. Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin. The authors 
argue for infallibility from a distinctly presuppositional 
perspective. That is, their arguments are unapologetically 
circular because they believe all ultimate claims are based 
on one’s beginning assumptions. The question of Biblical 
infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief about the 
character of God. 

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00

Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept
By R. J. Rushdoony. Infallibility is an inescapable 
concept. If men refuse to ascribe infallibility to 
Scripture, it is because the concept has been transferred 
to something else. Booklet now part of the author’s 
Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 69 pages, $2.00

Predestination in Light of the Cross
By John B. King, Jr.  The author defends the predestination 
of Martin Luther while providing a compellingly systematic 
theological understanding of predestination. This book will 
give the reader a fuller understanding of the sovereignty of 
God.

Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

Sovereignty
By R. J. Rushdoony. The doctrine of sovereignty is a crucial 
one. By focusing on the implications of God’s sovereignty 
over all things, in conjunction with the law-word of God, 
the Christian will be better equipped to engage each and 
every area of life. Since we are called to live in this world, 
we must bring to bear the will of our Sovereign Lord in all 
things.

Hardback, 519 pages, $40.00

The Church Is Israel Now
By Charles D. Provan. For the last century, Christians have 
been told that God has an unconditional love for persons 
racially descended from Abraham. Membership in Israel is 
said to be a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates 
such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in Scripture 
references which show that the blessings of Israel were 
transferred to all those who accept Jesus Christ.

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart
By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important and fresh 
study of Puritan thought in early America. On Biblical 
and theological grounds, Puritan preachers and writers 
challenged the autonomy of man, though not always 
consistently.

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

The Great Christian Revolution
By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R. J. Rushdoony, John 
Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major work on the impact 
of Reformed thinking on our civilization. Some of the 
studies, historical and theological, break new ground and 
provide perspectives previously unknown or neglected.

Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00

$24.50

$5.60

$8.40 each

$49.00

$1.40

$8.40

$4.90

$4.20

$1.40

$16.80

$28.00

$15.40
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Keeping Our Sacred Trust
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This book is a trumpet blast 
heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Christianity. The 
hope of the modern world is not a passive compromise 
with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive devotion to the 
time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”

Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00

The Incredible Scofield and His Book
By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully 
documented study exposes the questionable background 
and faulty theology of the man responsible for the 
popular Scofield Reference Bible, which did much to 
promote the dispensational system. 

Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00

The Lordship of Christ
The author shows that to limit Christ’s work in history to 
salvation and not to include lordship is destructive of the 
faith and leads to false doctrine.

Booklet, 29 pages, $2.50

The Will of God, or the Will of Man?
By Mark R. Rushdoony. God’s will and man’s will are both 
involved in man’s salvation, but the church has split in 
answering the question, “Whose will is determinative?”

Pamplet, $1.00

Pierre Viret: The Angel of the Reformation
This publication marks the five-hundredth anniversary 
of the birth of Pierre Viret with the first full biography 
in English of this remarkable and oft-overlooked early 
Reformer. R. A. Sheats pens the fascinating history 
and life of this important early light of the Protestant 
Reformation who, after nearly five centuries of relative 
obscurity, is now enjoying a renewed interest in his 
history and scholarship. The republication comes at its 

proper time, inspiring future generations to continue the work of advancing 
Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world.

Hardback, 323 pages, $30.00

Culture

Toward a Christian Marriage
Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes 
clear how important and how central marriage is. Our 
Lord stresses the fact that marriage is our normal calling. 
This book consists of essays on the importance of a proper 
Christian perspective on marriage.

Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00

Back Again Mr. Begbie: 
The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G. Begbie OBE
This biography is more than a story of the three careers 
of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of a son of 
old Christendom as a leader of Christian revival in the 
twentieth century. Personal history shows the greater 
story of what the Holy Spirit can and does do in the 
evangelization of the world.

Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

Woman of the House: A Mother’s Role 
in Building a Christian Culture
In true Titus 2 fashion, Andrea Schwartz challenges women 
to reexamine several fundamental aspects of motherhood in 
light of Scripture. Beginning with a consideration of God’s 
character and concluding with an invigorating charge to 
faithfulness, Andrea connects the dots between God’s reality 
and a mother’s duty.

Paperback, 103 pages, $14.00

Family Matters: Read Aloud Stories 
of Responsibility and Self-Discipline
Unless children are taught self-discipline early, they move 
into their adult years without a sense of personal, familial, 
or societal responsibility. The stories are meant to be 
read by parents and children together and serve as useful 
conversation starters to educate boys and girls so they can 
be effective citizens in the Kingdom of God.

Paperback, 48 pages, $10.00

The Biblical Trustee Family: 
Understanding God’s Purpose for Your Household
By Andrea Schwartz. God’s basic institution is the family, 
and the Biblical family lives and operates in terms of a 
calling greater than itself - the Kingdom of God. In an age 
when the family is disparaged, warred against, and treated 
as a mere convention, it becomes the duty of Christians to 
bring God’s plan for the family to listening ears. 

Paperback, 109 pages, $16.00

Eschatology

Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel and Revelation
By R. J. Rushdoony. Revelation’s details are often 
perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main meaning 
is clear—it is a book about victory. It tells us that our 
faith can only result in victory. This victory is celebrated 
in Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. These 
eschatological texts make clear that the essential good 
news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.

Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Thine is the Kingdom: A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
False eschatological speculation is destroying the church 
today, by leading her to neglect her Christian calling. In 
this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader 
is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis, theological 
reflection, and practical application for faithful Christian 
living. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A. 
Mathison, William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and 
Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the 

faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.

Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God’s Plan for Victory 
By R. J. Rushdoony. The founder of the Christian 
Reconstruction movement set forth in potent, cogent 
terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints 
employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for 
earthly victory.

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00

$13.30

$16.80

$1.75

$21.00

$.70

$5.60

$16.80

$9.80

$7.00

$11.20

$13.30

$15.40

$4.20



36 Save 30% on ALL Orders Through Jan. 31, 2015 • Faster Service at ChalcedonStore.com

YEAR-END SALE! 30% Off All Orders Through January 31, 2015!

Fiction (Storehouse Press)

Bell Mountain (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 1)
By Lee Duigon. The world is going to end … as soon as Jack and Ellayne 
ring the bell on top of Bell Mountain. No one has ever climbed the 
mountain, and no one has ever seen the bell. But the children have a divine 
calling to carry out the mission, and it sweeps them into high adventure. 
Great for young adults.

Paperback, 288 pages, $14.00

The Cellar Beneath the Cellar (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 2)
By Lee Duigon. A world’s future lies buried in its distant past. Barbarian 
armies swarm across the mountains, driven by a terrifying vision of a 
merciless war god on earth. While a nation rallies its defenses, a boy and a 
girl must find the holy writings that have been concealed for 2,000 years; 
and the man who was sent to kill them must now protect them at all costs.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Thunder King (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 3)
By Lee Duigon. The Thunder King’s vast army encamps against the city, a 
ring of fire and steel. But treason brews inside the city walls... The tiny army 
of the Lord is on the march against the undefeated horde, in bold obedience 
to a divine command; but the boy king, Ryons, marches all alone across an 
empty land. The Lost Books of Scripture have been found, but they may be 
lost again before the human race can read them. And Jack and Ellayne have 
been captured by the Heathen.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Last Banquet (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 4)
By Lee Duigon. In the wake of a barbarian invasion, chaos sweeps across 
Obann. The boy king and his faithful chiefs try to restore order before the 
Heathen come again - not knowing that this time, the Thunder King himself 
will lead his armies. The Great Temple lies in ruins, but another Temple 
has arisen in the East. And the heroes of Bell Mountain, Jack, Ellayne, 
and Martis, captured by the Heathen Griffs, are to be brought before the 
Thunder King. What is the secret of the man behind the Thunder King’s 
golden mask? Who will survive God’s shaking of the world?

Paperback, 338 pages, $18.00

The Fugitive Prince (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 5)
By Lee Duigon. The powers wielded by the men of ancient times destroyed 
all their cities in a single day. Will those powers now be turned against 
Obann? There is a new Thunder King in the East, and new threats against 
the West. The City of Obann seethes with treason and plots against King 
Ryons - and an ignorant slave-boy must defend the rightful king’s throne. 
And from the Lost Book of King Ozias emerges the first glimmer of God’s 
promise of a Savior.
Paperback, 370 pages, $18.00

The Palace (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 6)
By Lee Duigon. In the sixth installment of the Bell Mountain Series, God’s 
judgment hangs over the great city of Obann; but in the endless maze of 
halls and corridors and offices inside the Palace, power-hungry men enter 
into secret dealings with Obann’s archenemy, the Thunder King.
Queen Gurun and the boy who doubles for King Ryons; Jack, kidnapped 
from his home and forced to serve the traitors plotting against the 
rightful king; and a new lord of Obann’s Temple, bearing a weapon with 
unthinkable powers of destruction... All are converging on the Palace.
For the first time in two thousand years, Obann will have a Coronation Day, 
and a king will wear his crown. But it is not the plotters’ intention that he 
shall wear it for long.
Paperback, 321 pages, $18.00

Hidden In Plain Sight (Bubble Head Series, Vol. 1)
By M. G. Selbrede. Young physicist Jenna Wilkes has 
done the impossible—and the whole scientific world is 
shaking on its pillars.

Could it be that conventional science has 
misunderstood the very fabric of the universe? Could 
there be infinitely more to it than anyone has ever 
guessed? Could science’s whole concept of reality be ... 
unreal?

Paperback, 334 pages, $15.00

The Journal of Christian Reconstruction

Vol. 2, No. 1, Symposium on Christian Economics $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 2, No. 2, Symposium on Biblical Law $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 5, No. 1, Symposium on Politics $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 5, No. 2, Symposium on Puritanism and Law $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 7, No. 1, Symposium on Inflation $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 10, No. 1, Symposium on the Media and the Arts $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 10, No. 2, Symposium on Christianity and Business $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 11, No. 1, Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts and Media $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 11, No. 2, Symposium on the Education of the Core Group $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 12, No. 1, Symposium on the Constitution and Political Theology $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 12, No. 2, Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 13, No. 1, Symposium on Change in the Social Order $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 13, No. 2, Symposium on Decline & Fall of the West/Return of Christendom $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 14, No. 1, Symposium on Reconstruction in the Church and State $13.00 $2.60
Vol. 14, No. 2, Symposium on the Reformation $13.00 $2.60
Vol. XV, Symposium on Eschatology $19.00 $3.80
Vol. XVI, The 25th Anniversary Issue $19.00 $3.80
Journal of Christian Reconstruction Set $233.00 $46.00! 

Special CD Message Series by Rushdoony

A History of Modern Philosophy
8 CDs) $64.00  $44.80

Epistemology: The Christian 
Philosophy of Knowledge
(10 CDs) $80.00  $56.00

Apologetics
(3 CDs) $24.00  $16.80

The Crown Rights of Christ the King
(6 CDs) $48.00  $33.60

The United States Constitution
(4 CDs) $32.00  $22.40

Economics, Money & Hope
(3 CDs) $24.00  $16.80

Postmillennialism in America
(2 CDs-2 lectures per disc) $20.00  $14.00

A Critique of Modern Education
(4 CDs) $32.00  $22.40

English History
(5 CDs) $40.00  $28.00

Purchase the 6 volume 
set for only $70.00!
(Reg. $100.00)

$9.80

$11.20

$11.20

$12.60

$12.60

$12.60

$10.50


